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Данное издание впервые представляет в России знаменитый «Кадиш» Мориса Равеля. Обработка для альта и органа сделана композитором Сергеем Чеботаревым. Прилагаемая
версия для саксофона-альта несомненно будет способствовать более широкому распространению этого произведения.
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M. Ravel

This is the first Russian publication of the famous “Kaddish” by Maurice Ravel. The piece's arrangement for viola and organ was made by the composer Sergei Chebotaryov. The attached
version for alto saxophone will help to popularize the piece more widely.

For professional performers and students of music colleges and conservatoires.

© P. Jurgenson Music Publishing House, 2012

Автор обработки выражает признательность
за оказанную помощь в подготовке этой публикации

Исааку Свердлову

The arranger expresses his gratitude
to Yitzhak Sverdlov

for his assistance in preparing this publication
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RAVEL AND HIS “KADDISH” 

Kaddish (Aramaic: “holy”) is one of the most important Jewish 
prayers glorifying the greatness and holiness of God’s name “unto ages 
of ages”. In the course of time, four forms of Kaddish have been 
established in the synagogal service, each with of its own functions. 
Among these forms, two are used more frequently than the rest: Kaddish 
Yatom (the Kaddish of mourners), which, according to custom, is read 
during mourning ceremonies by the deceased’s immediate relatives and 
Hatzi Kaddish (half-Kaddish). 

 
As regards the structure of text, as well the character and texture 

of music, Ravel's "Kaddish" resembles the version of Hatzi Kaddish read 
during Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) and the "ten days of 
repentance" that precede it. The composer used the Ashkenazi version of 
the prayer (with the third stanza left out), but with Sephardic 
pronunciation, in French transliteration. 

 
Though Ravel’s “Kaddish” was composed almost a century ago, 

until now it has been unpublished in Russia. The reasons for this had 
nothing to do with art; they were related first of all to the anti-religious 
censorship that existed in the USSR. This is the first Russian publication 
of Ravel’s “Kaddish”, in the arrangement for viola and organ by the 
composer Sergei Chebotaryov. 

 
During his career, Ravel turned to Jewish topics twice, both times 

thanks to people from Russia. First, in 1910 the Moscow “House of 
Song” – an organization led by the outstanding Russian singer Mariya 
Olenina–d’Alheim and her writer husband Pierre d’Alheim – announced 
a competition for the best arrangement of folk songs for voice with piano 
and invited Ravel to take part in this competition. Four arrangements 
among the seven proposed to Ravel – Spanish, French, Italian, and 
Jewish (“Mejerke, mein Suhn”) – were awarded with the first prize and 
published by P. I. Jurgenson house in Moscow. Known as Quatre hants 
populaires (“Four Folk Songs”), they were first performed by Olenina–
d’Alheim in Paris on December 10, 1910. 
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COMMENTS 

In all his folk song arrangements Ravel treated the original very 
carefully. He considered it very important to preserve the initial beauty 
of the vocal line, its melodic structure, and the meaningful phrasing of 
the poetic text. Notable is the instruction suivez le chant (“follow the 
singing”), added by Ravel in the orchestral version of “Kaddish” 
immediately after the tempo marking Lento. 

 
 
Notable are also the long slurs in the part of the singer, outlining 

the musical syntax. Though in reality such “large” phrasing may or may 
not reflect the distribution of singer’s breaths, it helps to build up the 
general line with its culmination points, as well as to find the right 
tempo. 

 
In the present edition, Ravel’s long slurs are reproduced in the 

parts of viola and saxophone (in dotted lines, above), together with 
“normal” instrumental slurs. 

 
In the arranger’s opinion, these two important elements will be 

helpful to a performer seeking to render the music of Ravel as 
meaningfully and eloquently as possible. 

The words of “Kaddish”, taken from the vocal part of the original 
song, are printed below the viola and saxophone parts. 

 
The fingering for the organ part is proposed by the arranger. 
 

Sergei Chebotaryov 
Translation into English by Levon Hakobian 
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