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| ntr oduction

Astrology isbranch of knowledgethat triesto study time. The
various names ascribed to astrology such as Jyotisha, Jyotisastra,
Kaatantra, Kalavidhanasastraare | proof of the same. How these
namesgot ascribed to astrology? The sagesthem selves gives answer
tothesame.

Jffpe T S Ppaar saifay =5d
PBITSIHIAr  Bleld=rdiRd
- SHIfY TeTIe

[Astrology got thename* Jytosha becauseit triesto study the lumi-
nariesinthesky. It got thename* Kalatrantral becauseit triesto study
time]

Timenot being aphysical entity cannot be studied directly, and so
the sages sel ected the movement of planetsasthetool to study time.
L et usbow to the clear understanding of those great sages. It istheir
visionthat gaverisetothisgreat knowledge branch that givesusthe
glimpseof future. Itistheir visonthat becamefoundationfor thisgreat
branch of knowledge.

Time

Timeand movement arewonderfully related. To study timeinits
full essence demands pure consciousness, which only asage can have.
Timeispresent in every movement. Even thoughtsare bound by time.
Timeispresentin mind, thought and theuniverse. Timeispresentin
every movement. Inthe absencetimethereisno movement. Timeis
the essencethat differentiatesmoving and thenon-moving, living and
thenon-living. Timeisagreat wonder. Even sages stay awe struck
beforeitsmanifestations. If matter isnature, timefillsitsand isbeyond
it. If stuff is* Sakti’ (Prakriti - nature) then timeispresentin every
atomic and sub atomic particlespresentinit, and isstill beyondit.
Timeistheessenceof divine, Siva, theNatarga. Becauseof al these
theancient textstellsthat time hastwo type of manifestations.

- REH
[Oneistheeternal timethat causes evol ution and destruction of ev-

erything, that isbeyond all measurements. Theother isdivisibletime
that fitswithin our framework of understanding]

1. TheEternal Time

Thisisthedivinetime, whichisaso known by thedivine nameof
god Siva, i.e. Mahakala. Sivaisthe manifestation of timeand isbe-
yond. Itisthe pulsation that supposed to beoriginated inthisdivinity
that caused the origin of theuniverse. Itisinthiseterna timeisthe
beginning and the end of the universe. Thisinfiniteand eternal time
itsdf isthedivine, itisdl and everything. God K rishnaspesks - sesarerr:
e - | amthetimethat iseternal. Then again he says - e
dtperrpd 39« - | am the time that give birth to this universe and
causeitsdestruction.

Thiseterna timeisbeyond the understanding capability of human
mind. Itisthewonder that isinfinity and liesbeyond, the ultimate
divinity.

2. Divisible Time

Humanstry to study timeby applying divisonsonit. Thebigger
divisonssuchasMahaKalpa, Manvantara, Yugaetc (or modern di-
visonssuchasmillennium, century etc), and thenormd divisonssuch
asYear, Month, Day, Khati, Vikhati etc (or themodern divisionssuch
asHour, Minute, Second etc) and the minutedivisonssuch asPrana,
Truti etc (or themodern divisionssuch asmille second, micro second,
nanosecond etc) areall theresultsof thiseffort.

All these conceptual divisionshaveexistenceonly in mind - the
mind of humansor anima swith thinking capability. If thereisnomind
(nothinking) theall thesedivisionsvanish, and thenit should besaid
that they do not exist (timestops). But still theeternal timewould be
there, beyond everything. Yes, with the destruction of the universe,



and the beingswith thinking capability will vanish, and then therewon'’t
beany divisbletime, only theeterna timewill prevail. Thereisadoka
that precioudy statesthe same.

Pl TAfd A Haivda JGIHT

P A THREAAT FeI(3)eb o sl ||

[(Sivaistellingto Parvati) Thisdivisibletimeitself isthe causefor
creation, existence and destruction of the universe. At theend this
divisibletime, mergesand becomesonewith the creator into eternal
timeg]

Every individual took birth somewhereinthispattern of divisible
timeand thusfor sure hisbirth and thelifefrom thereonwardsisin
someway isrelated toit. Thisarticletriesto present theastrological
conceptsabout the co-relation of divisibletimeand birth. They give
the prime considerati on to the co-rel ation between the rhythm of that
particular day of birthwiththebirthtime. Or in other wordstherhythm
of that day itsdlf isthemost influencing factor in determination of birth
time. Birthisnot an event that happensinthe split of asecond, anda
processthat takes sometime duration. But the birth timeastrologers
consider for drawing the chart isatimethat exact even to seconds.
The posesthe questions- Whichisthe correct Birthtime? What are
themethodsto derivethe correct birth time?

L et usfacethese questionsand find the answers astold and sup-
ported by the sagesaswell asour logic.

Which isthe correct Birth Time?

There are severa opinionsamong astrologers. Thevariousopin-
ionsare-

1) Thetimeof first bresth

2) Thetimeof first cry

3) Thetimeof touching theearth

4) Thetimeof cutting umbilical cord

5) Thetimeat which the placentabreaks

6) Thetimeat which the somebody part of thechild
become visible outside the mothers bodly.

7) Thetimeat which theforehead appears.

Thelistislong, and there are many moreopinions! If theastrolo-
gerscan't besurewnhat ishirth time, how they aregoing to predict the
future of native based onthe same? Some depend onlogic, and some
onancient advice, and somearestill confused - what todowhenlogic
and advice contradict. More than thefact that thereismuch differ-
enceof opinion regarding thissubject thething that usually worriesthe
astrologersmoreisthe absence of any argument that islogical and
authentic at the sametime, and the non-avail ability of ancient Rishi
horaquoteson the same. If even the astrologersarein doubt about
theprimepremise (i.eBirthtime) on which hisderivationsrest, how
can we expect othersto trust it? If only we are able to present the
logical foundation of thishirth time determination with the support of
authentic references, thelearned will sart trustingin thissystem- oth-
erwise after seeing all these contradictionsand confusions, diverse
opinions even about the prime question “which isthe correct birth
time?’ they will for sure stay away from thissubject of astrology, a-
wayswith adoubtful view.



L et usseewherelogic and textual referenceswill lead usin an-
swering thisquestion. Thedifferent opinionsarelisted bel ow-

1. Thetime at which plasenta breaks

Some are of the opinion that “the time at which the placenta
breaks should be taken as birth time”. Thisopinion issupported by
sagesaunakaaswell.

wfoepret d fafs @eT kst

- TEBITBERT
[Thetime at which placenta breaks and theliquid from thewomb
flowsout should betaken asthetime of birth]

This opinion is supported by many astrologers including
Kakulangara (thecommentator of thefamousHridyapadhavyakhya
of Brihat Jataka). Astrology isan ancient advice, and thereforemore
than our logic thewords of the sages should be given prime prefer-
ence- they argue. Even Mihirasays-

SaforErT ved faufiudt T SR
g feaRg 5 g ad a8d

- Yecdfear
[Adrology isan‘ AgamaSadtra (Ancient TantricAdvicetold by sages).
So it isnot good to oppose the opinion of sages by exerting logic
aone. (I annot asage, and therefore) When the sagesare of different
opinion, theonly thing | can doisto statethe opinion supported by the
majority] Agama= Tantrictexts; Nigama= Vedictexts.

Itisbased on thispremisethat even Kaikulangarasupport thetime
of placentabreaking asbirth time. Even though thisisasage sup-
ported argument, it doesnot seemto belogica and acceptable. How
can thebreaking of placentacontrol thewholedestiny of individual ?
How to determinethistime accurately?! It isnot practical. Math-
ematical methodsare used by astrologersto correct the birth time.
How can we be sure that what thy determine through those math-

ematica methodsisthetime of placentabreaking itsalf?1tisnot pos-
sibleto providelogical answersto such doubtsfor sure.

In thismodern age mere sage support of the theory put forward
does not make it acceptable; It should belogical aswell. Any one
who considersthe opinion of the sagesmoreimportant than logic can
accept ‘timeof placentabreaking’ ashbirthtime, since sage Saunaka
supportsit. Thosewho consider logic and advice of sageasequally
import canread ontill wereach plausible conclusion.

2. Head if theAscis‘ Seershodaya’ etc

Some say that “if the Asc is Seershodaya (head-up) sign then
the time at which the head of the child comes out should be taken
as the time of birth, if the Asc is Prishtodaya (tail-up) sign then
the time at which the feet of the child comes out should be taken
as the time of birth, if the Asc is Ubhayodaya (Mixed - Pisces)
sign then the time at which the hand of the child comes out should
be taken as the time of birth”

Some dokasfrom Saravali, Garga Jatakathat seemsto support
thisargument isavailable, but to derivethismeaning from thosed okas
some crooked interpretation would be necessary! Or in essencethis
argument isnot acceptable. One of the dokathat isquoted in support
of theaboveopinionisgiven below-

viuied faer ggeal wemat(er)=ried Teuk
G T g7 IPIGR AN =T BT
- ARMEfT
[If theAscsignis' Seershodaya’ then the head of the child will come
outfirst, if itis‘ Prishtodaya thenthefeet of the child will comeout
firg, andif itis* Ubhayodaya thenthehandsof thechildwill comeout
fird]
The astrologerswho usethisslokafor birth time determination

interpretit as”If theAscsignis‘ Seershodaya thenthetimeat which
the head of the child will comesout should betaken ashirthtime, if it



is‘ Prishtodaya thenthetime at which thefeet of the child will comes
out should betaken ashirthtime, andif itis* Ubhayodaya’ thenthe
timeat which the hands of the child will comesout should betaken as
birthtime’.

3. Thetimeat which head, feet or hand comes out

Some say, “ The time at which head, feet or hand first comes
out of mothers womb can be taken as the time of birth”.

Onedokafrom GargaJatakathat seemsto support thisargument
isavailable, but to derivethismeaning from those d okas some specia
interpretation would be necessary! Or inessencethisargument isnot
acceptable. One of the slokathat is quoted in support of the above
opinionisgiven below-

FRIRIT THAT FIell ANERR G| |

- TPiTas
[When the shouldersarecomeinto view (first), understandthat itisa
“head first’ birth. Whenthe anklesarecomeinto view (first), under-

standthatitisa ‘feetfirst’ birth. When thearmsare cameinto view
(first), understand that itisa “hand first’ birth]

The astrologerswho usethisslokafor birth time determination
interpret it, as“ When the head comesout first, thetimeat whichthe
shoulderscameout should be considered asthebirth time. When feet
comeout first, thetimeat which the ankles comes out should be con-
sidered asthe birth time. When the hands come out first, thetime at
which thearmsbecomevisbleshould beconsidered asthebirthtime’.

The uniqueimportance of the moment when the head, hand or feet
comesout doesnot seemto belogical. Itisnot possibleto answer the
question - Why theinfluence of planetsbecomesimport inthat exact

moment at which head, hand or feet comesout? Thereforethisargu-
ment isalso not acceptable.

4. Thetime at which umblical cord is cut

Somesay, “The time at which the umbilical cord is cut should
be taken as the exact time of birth”.

Thisopinion gained much popularity recently. Usually inhospitals
etc, thetimeat which theumbilical cordiscutistold asthebirthtime
to the parents. Thisismoment isimportant astheindependent exist-
enceof the child start (breaking the body rel ation with mother) from
that moment onwards. Thisargument islogical, and got the specia
advantagethat it iseasy to notedown thistime. (or to amend it abit
further!). But thereisnot even asingle Rishi horad okathat supports
it. Therefore, thisisalso not acceptable.

5. Thetime at which the child takesthefirst breath

Somesay, “The time at which the takes the first breath should
be taken as the time of birth”.

Thisisalsologicd - becausethefirst breath fromthe outside as-
suresandisthegtarting of theindividuality and independent existence
of the child. But how to determinethisexact moment? Thereisno
proper answer to thisquestion. Further thereisno Rishi horasoka
that support thisargument. Along with thefirst breath the child start
crying. Duetothissomearguethat thetimeat whichthechild cry first
isthetimeof first breath. But the problemis, for the acceptance of any
astrological theory 3 conditionsshould be satisfied -

1) It should be sagetold (authentic)
2) It should be practical, trueand trustworthy.
2) It should belogical.

Theaboveargument failsasper al theabovethree considerations
and thus getsrejected.



5. Thetimeof first cry fo thechild

Some say, “ The time of first cry of the child should be taken
as the time of birth”.

Thisisargument just based on the assumption that the moment of
first cry isthemoment of first breath. Thefirst cry neither causesthe
planetsto start influencing nor it isan independent argument. This
argument isneither logica nor supported by Rishi horas. Thusit turns
out that thisargument isnot at all acceptable.

7. Thetime of conception

Some say, “The time of conception should be taken as the
time of birth”.

Thisargument isvery logical. Themerging of spermand ovumis
thereal beginning of achild’slife. Sagesextensively support thisargu-
ment.

JTEFAAl 98 PRUNd JH STl

- ARMEfT
[Theresultscast by Sign-House-Planet etc cannot betold to anindi-
vidual who is not yet originated. Therefore now | will you about
‘Adhana’ conceptionwhichistheroot causeof originfor all living

beings| says Saravali, and devotes awhole chapter to discussthe
samel

Yes, itisthesexud mating of maeandfemale(intimethat isproper
for conception); and the corresponding merging of sperm and ovum
tofor theembryoisthebeginning of thechild'slife. But how to deter-
minethistime? Evenif someoneisableto notethetime of sexual
mating (which usualy peoplefail todo), how canthey besurethatitis
the same mating that caused the conception? The husband and wife
may indulgein sexual intercourse many timesand among them just
oneof themating will lead to conception. Further thetime of sexual
Intercourse cannot be taken asthetime of conception. Thereisthe

timegap for which the sperm travel sthrough and gets accepted by the
ovum, thus causing theformation of embryo. Thisisaninterna pro-
cess, which cannot be observed. Then how somebody isgoing to
determinethetimeof conception*“exactly”? Itisimpossible, and thus
themethod isnot practical.

ThetextslikeBrihat Jataka, L eghu Jatakaetc provide some meth-
odsby which to calculate “thetime of birth” based on the“time of
conception” . Possibly they must have usedit to verify the accuracy of
the birth time and time of conception by cross verifying both, and
ensuring that they arerelated.

T AN A GITRITF] Fer =ire]
T drEfd RN T Fa=R |

- YIS
[Notethe count of dwadasamsasign (fromAries) inwhich moonis
present. When moon comesto thesign that much away fromthesign
inwhichitisplacedin dwadasamsa, (inthe 10th month from theday
of conception) thechildwill beborn]

But all these become possible only when some body hasat |east
an approximate understanding about time of sexual intercourse (that
lead to conception) at least. | don’t think in today’sworld where sex
isgiventoo much importance. Now sex isdonefor the pleasure of
itself and not aimed at conception and child, of which oneintercourse
by luck or mistake cause the conception - how can we expect those
parentsto be aware of time of intercourse that caused the concep-
tion? Impossible!

Further such methods does not help usto pin point the “ exact”
moment of birth evenwhen the day and time of conceptionisknown,
but only hel psusto locatethe day and the approximatetime, whichis
just uselessfor our purpose. If the concept of birth timeisnot clear,
then what isthe point in taking the even more abstract concept “time
of conception” for the purpose of rectification? Thus, thismethod dso
does not seem to be acceptable or practical.



But it should be remembered that taking “time of conception” at
theactual timeof birthiswell approved by sages.

After vaguely describing themethodsfor birth time determination

based on time of conception, Saravali says-
SIS ST afffrE par
Saefifed T e Rk 1oase

- ARTEfT
[After determining thetimeof birth (Prasooti) based on time of con-
ception (Aadhana), the astrologer should predict theresultsbased on
the*birthtime' (Prasooti) itsalf]

Eventhough supported and approved by multipletexts, thetime of
conception itself isan abstract concept, lacking clarity. Whether to
takethetimeof intercourse, timeof meeting of spermandovumoris
it time of embryo formation?1f time of conceptionistime of embryo
formation or meeting of spermand ovumiitisnot observablefrom out
Sde.

Itisnot possibleto accept such animpractical method asthe base
of apractical study branch aimed at usefulness such asastrology -
neither by usnor by the ancient sages. Even Saravali satesthat -
s R I wfisera ke

- ARMEfT
[1 described about conceptiontimein detail just asatool to determine
thedateof birth]

Thusitisclear that the method hasapractical purpose. But this
method isnot useful in birth timerectification dueto many limitations
described earlier andisnot practically useful.

8. Thetimeat which theforhead is seen

Some say, “ The time at which the forehead of the child emerge
outside should be taken as the time of birth”.

Thelineinforehead isasoknownas“Hord’. May bethisisoneof
thereasonsthat catalyzed this concept.

R T gR1 detrevRf fisar g
FIeReA gRre dfafkwfl

- BRRIR
[Theword‘Hora hasthemeaning ‘the half of asign’ and also ‘the
linesinforehead . Someotherssay that the meaning of theword* hora
is‘understanding of time']

In the above sloka Pridhu yesas (the son of Mihira) ascribesthe
meaning ‘linesinforehead’ totheword ‘hora . Thereisalsoawide
held belief aspart of * Samudrikasastra’ that thedestiny ismarkedin
theforehead. All these might havelead to the concept that therise of
forehead should be considered ashirth time.

fdarar ferRaar =1 dene(a1)aR Afert
a1 figr v gRrIfta =gl |

- ARMEfT
[Brahma(thelawgiver and creator) marked thedestiny inevery body’s

forehead. An astrol oger should read it using the eyes of natal astrol-
ogy and related mathematics]

Thisargument of considering ‘riseof forehead’ asthetimeof birth
isneither logical nor acceptable. But Saravali liststhem among the
many itemsthat could be considered asthebirth time.

9. Thetime at which the child touchesearth

Somesay that “ The time at which the child’s body touches earth
(Bhoosparsa) should be taken as the time of birth”.

Thisargument isalso neither logica nor acceptable. But it should
betoldthat thereisaSaravali dokathat liststhisa so among themany
possiblebirthtimes.



10. Any moment which isstrongly related to the native
can betaken asbirth time

Some say, “Any moment that is strongly related to the native
can be taken as the base for deriving results. (The birth time is
just one handy possibility)”.

The supporting evidencefor thesameisthat Saravali lists5 pos-
sblebirthtimes! Further thereare systems, which derivetheresultsof
thenative-

1) Based on hig’her time of marriage
2) Based ontimeof her first menstruation

Eventhereisasystem of predicting theresultsof next birth based
on-

3) Thetimeof death!

Further any muhurtasd ected by the nativefor any eventsin hislife
indicatesresultsthat would be ascribed to the native. Birthtimeis
nothing but aunique muhurta, whichisstrongly bound to the native.
Kaikulangaraindicate support for this opinion and metoo support
thislineof thinking. Saravali says-

Tt Setieanis BRY eeredtean

- ARTEfT
[Conception, The breaking of placenta, theriseof head, riseof fore-
head, touchingtheearth - al these5 possibilitiesarebirthtimeitsalf]

Thusthe point made by Saravali inthissokaisthat any moment
that isof great importanceto thenative, or affect thenative'slifeina
great way can betaken asthebirthtime. Thisindicatesthat apart from
theabove said 5 choices; timeof first bregth, timeof cuttingumbilical
cord etc can also betaken as possible birth times. Starting from the
ancient Skanda horaperiod texts give the results based on Adhana

Lagnaand Prasooti Lagna. Thisindicatethat the concept “ Any mo-
ment that isstrongly related to the native can betaken asbirthtimeor
equd to birthtime; indicating thelifeand destiny of the nativethrough
the planetary placements’ was approved by al of them - thisismy
humble opinion. Thisacceptance seemsto betheequaly logica and
sage supported method among the many methods discussed till now.
Thisisthegenera principledissolved and present in all of them. Fur-
ther itisthe mathematical birth timerectification methods (such as
Kunda, Navamsadwadasamsaetc) that help the astrologer in rectify-
ing the birth time. Such rectification methods are actually trying to
locate amoment and patter that isvery much tunewith thenativeand
hischart. Thelogical validity andimportance of those mathematical
methods al so get emphasi zed only when we accept the definition of
birth time as “Any one of the moments (during the span of birth)
that is very strongly related to the native”. The acceptance of this
underlying principle not only makes acceptabl e therishi horasup-
ported birth times, but also the modern methodsliketaking the‘time
of cutting of umbilical cord’ and birthtime,

Since by now we have aconclusiveanswer to the question “what
isbirthtime?’, we should proceed further to clarify how wearriveat
this* unique moment that ishighly in tunewith the native' slifeand
destiny” using the many available mathematical methodsprovidedto
usby the sages. By theway thisaso indicate that wewon't haveto be
much keen taking thewatchesin hand trying ensurethat thereisan
error of 30 sec or 20 sec becoming unnecessarily frustrated thinking
whether the nursein hospital reported the accuratetimeor not. What-
ever (gpprox) timewith minor error givenisok, and we can makethe
minor adjustments using the mathematical methodsto arriveat amo-
ment that isin tune with the native, near to the supplied time. But
remember when the error ishigh, these mathematical methodswill
become usdessand theastrol oger toowill become confused. | should
discussthe mathematical methods used for birthtimerectificationin
the next section of thisarticle. But it seemsthat some background



information about thedivisionsof * Ahoratra’ prior to starting such a
study. Thereforeinthe next section | will discussthe effortsto deter-
minetherhythem of day by theuseof thedivisionsof Ahoratra

10

Rhythm of Day

Itisthemathematical methodsthat help theastrologersinrectify-
ing thebirth timerather than thethe understanding about thedefinition
of birth time. Because of thisthe methods described below aremore
important to an astrol oger, than the definition of birthtimediscussed
above.

What ever bethe accepted opinion about the birth time, consider-
ing the error intime shown by the watches, the delay and error the
nursemay commit in noting and reporting thebirth timeto the parents,
however anyone may try an approximate error of 3 minmay happen
for sure. Thisisafact we should accept. Dueto thisfor birthtime
rectification astrol ogersresort to depending on the mathematica meth-
odsthat are supposed to reflect the correl ation between the rhythm of
theday and birth of child. These methods help the astrologersin en-
suring that whether the birth time suppliediscorrect or not. Itiscute
to notethat evenif two astrologers have difference of opinion about
the definition of birth time, both of them will resort to the use of these
mathematical methodsto rectify the given birth timeand moreor less
arrive at the sameresult. Or in other words, the accepted theory is
that the time derived based on these mathematicdl rectification meth-
odsshould betreated asthe correct birth timeinstead of the birthtime
reported by the parentsor nurse. Only such apoint of timethat show
the resonating rhythm of the day with thenatal chart can reflect the
destiny of the native accurately - they accept. Thusit becomesclear
that, instead of arguing endlesdy about the definition of birthtime, the
adtrologersshould try to determinetherhythmic moment that isintune
withthenatal chart and reflect the destiny of the native. After which
that correct time should taken whol e-heartedly asthe correct birth
time- thisisthe path we should follow. The sagestoo advicethesame.

- af¥rsglRn



[Asper theancient advicethe corrected L ongitude of theAsc should
be derived]
RIgr=aibT Arlvr erprel JRATERI
- FBATEIRT
[Using themathemétical astrological methodsthebirthtime should be
rectified]
Thisredlization about thebirth time rectification methods, prompts

usto search for such methods and ensurethe dependability and cor-
rection possibilities provided by them.

Sincemost of these methods arerelated to the rhythm of day, first
let us have an understanding about the methods they have used to
divide and determine the rhythm of the day. The conceptswewill
discussinthissectioninclude- Yama, Gulikaand Panchabootodaya.
Itisjust abeginner’ssection to providethe background information
and anyonewsd | versed in the basi cs can heglect thissection and pro-
ceed to the next section on rectification methods.

Ahoratraor Vara

Theweekdaysareinusein Indiafrom theancient past, fromthe
period of Vedicliteratureitself. AtharvavediyaJyotisha, providesthe
followingdoka-

rfal vrvaedy vd wa fRarfur

- iy
[Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn arethelord
of 7 weekdays]

Yanavalkyasmriti dso clearly mentionsthe above order of week-
days. A weekday comprising oneday and night (beginning with sun-
rise and ending with the sunrise of next day) isknown by the name
‘Ahoratra’ or ‘Vara' asper Indian terminology. Further division of
‘ Ahoratra into Yama, PanchaTatvaetcisdiscussed bel ow.
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Divisionsof Ahoratra

The English language does not provide proper wordsto clearly
denote 24 hours (Ahoratra) and 12 hours- both being represented by
thesingleword‘Day’. To avoid thisconfusion wewill usetheword
‘Ahoratra torefer tothe 24 hourswhich containsaday and anight,
and Day and Night to refer to 12 hours each; the sub-division of
Ahoratra. Of courseitisfromtheword* Ahoratral that theword ‘Hora
originated, whichisknown as*Hour’ now adaysindicating onehour.
Adtrology hasanother name* Horasastral which means* study of hour’
or ‘study of time'. Thusit isclear that the study of therhythm of time,
rhythm of Ahoratra, isanintegral part of astrology. Ahoratraisdi-
videdintotwo - Day and Night.

3ERA fne gt ary R

- T
[Thesundivides' Ahoratra intotwo - Nightisfor deepand Day is
for work]

Itistheeffort to dividethe day and night further and understand it
further lead to the divisions such as Yama, Pancha bhootodaya,
Khenikagrahaetc. Sinceitistherhythm of timethat greatly influence
(and determine) themoment of birth, thestudy of divisonsof * Ahoratra
isvery muchimportant in understanding thesame. Thereforelet usgo
through them briefly prior to taking up thefurther discussion of birth
timerectification methods, whichwill refer back tothesedivisons. To
avoid confusonwhilediscussing thebirth timerectification methods, a
clear understanding of thesedivisonsisapre-requisite.

Yama

Thetimedivisonssuch asYuga, Year, Ayana, Ritu, Month, Week,
Ahoratra, Day, Night all originated dueto the effort of ancient people
to understand time. The ancient indian interest to study the energy of
SamvatsaraPurusha (Year personified) depictedin Vedasnever ended



- it grew to the study of rhythm of Ahoratraand theresultsitindicate.
They tried to understand timenot only by themgjor divisonssuch as
Yama, Kalahora, Khenikagraha, Panchabhootodaya, Muhurtaetc
but a so through the minor divisonssuch as Trudi, Pranaetc aswell.
Therhythminherentintheday isinherent inthe human body aswell as
thebiological clock. TheuniversereflectsinusasPrana(Breath=4
sec) and ascircadian rhythm. Let ushumbly bow to that saintly con-
sciousnessthat created thisscienceand start studying thedivisonun-
der discussion here, i.e. Yama. Thedefinition of Yamaisgiven below.

- UeHrT
[Yamaisthenamegivento 1/8th of aday]

Theword ‘' Divasa’ or ‘ Dina means Day. Theremaining part of
thisPrasnamargadokaclarifiesthis. The sameisalso clear fromthe
use‘Dina-Ratra’ (Day and night). Whenever the ancient sageshad to
mention the 24 hour time span they used thewords‘ Ahoratra’ or
‘Vard , both of which mean the same.

Theabovedefinition of Yamaas 1/8th of aday arelatively new
definition. Theancient definition of Yamawasnot likethis. Prior to
Amarakosa (A Sanskrit dictionary) thedefinition of Yamawasas 1/8
th of Ahoratra. In that period Yamais known by one more name
‘Prahara’ . Amarakosa says - &} armwest =4t - the words Yama and
Praharamean thesame.

Intheancient past theword Yamameant 60/8 = 7.5 Khati (24/8=
3hours). Thusintheancient past thewords Yamaand Praharameant
3hoursof time. Thehalf of it wasknown asYamardhameaning ‘ ha f
of Yama whichwasequivaent to 60/16 = 3.75 Khati = 1.5 hours.

But withtimethisdefinition changed. Yamardhagtarted to get known
by thename‘ Yama . i.e. By the period of Prasnanushtana Padhati,
Prasnamarga, M adhaveeyaetc theword Yamameant 1.5 hoursand
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the meaning of theword Prahararemained as 3 hoursitself. That is
why PrasnamargadefinesYamaas 1/8th of aday, whichisequal to 1
hour 30 minutes.

1Ahoratra (1 Vara) = 60 Khati = 24 hours
1 Day = 1 Night = 30 Khati = 12 hours

Thisdefinitionisvaidonly for theequinox day (Vishu), ondl other
days necessary correction should be applied based on the length of
day and night. Thusthe span of Yamais also not constant, asthe
length of day and night variesthelength of Yamawill also vary ac-
cordingly.

Sage Parasaraascribeslordship of planetstothese Yamadivisions
inthefollowingway.

- 8 WRRERI
[After dividing the night (or day) aseight equa parts, lordship should
be ascribed to the planet starting from thelord of theday. The eight

divisondoesnot haveany lord] Thetabulated list of Yamaownership
for day time isgiven below-

Week day 1 2 3 | 4 5 6 7 8
Sunday U | Mo| Ma|Me| | Ve| Sa| -
Monday Mo | Ma| Me| | Ve| Sa| - |
Tuesday Ma|Me| l | Ve | Sa| - | sufMo
Wednesday Me| | Ve| Sa| - | Su [Mo|Ma
Thursday | vel| Sal - | Su|[Mo | Ma|Me
Friday Ve | Sa| - | Su|Mo| Ma| Me| L
Saterday Sa - QU | Mo| Ma| Me| & | Ve




Sage Jaimini isalso of theopinionthat the 8th Yamaof day, aswell
as 8th Yamaof night doesnot have any lord. But Madhaveeyasays
that thelord of 8th Yamaisthelord of Varaitself and Prasnamarga
saysthat thelord of 8th Yamais Rahu. Considering the opinion of
Prasnamargatheyamathat isassigned to Rahu (Thefieldsnotated as
blank inthe abovetabulated list of yama), istermed Rahu kala(time
span of Rahu), andisusually considered inauspicious.

Sinceadtrology isabstract subject that bypassthe human abilities,
and required the pure consciousness of asage, and also because as-
trology isan Agamasastra(Tantric Science) thewords of sageslike
Parasaraand Jaimini gainsweight over the opinionsof the author of
Madhaveeyaor Prasnamarga. Manusmriti tellsus-

Ffd geaf< TRr FRR T =1 Jfd
- TR
[The Sagesview (visualize) theknowledge. Othersonly remember,

reproduce and interpret that knowledge. Therefore views of sages
should be considered authentic than that of others]

Because of thisfor usalsoitisgood to accept that the 8th Yama
doesnot have any lord associated with.

Khenika Graha (Momentary influence)

Special namesfor Yama

Eventhoughtheplanetary lordshipisascribed to every Yama, itis
not by the name of those planets by some other unique namesthat
these Yamaareknown. For example, whenwedividetheday or night
inthismanner thetime span that woul d be ascribed to Saturnisknown
as Gulika kala (the time span ascribed to Saturn with in aday or
night). Or in other words, the Yamaof Saturnisknown by the name
time span of Khenika Graha (momentary influence) with the name
Gulika. Theword GulikaK aameanstime span of Gulika(Yamaof
Saturn). Similarly thetime span ascribed to various planetsisknown
by different names. Naradasamhitaclarifiesthis.
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- IRE=IRdT

[Thetermssuch as GulikaKala, Yemakandaka Kala, Arthaprahara
Kaaetc are namesascribed to the 8th of aday, starting from Sunday]

Thecompletelist thisspecial namesfor Yamaof variousplanetsis
givenbelow-

Yamaof Sun=KalaSpan (of time)

Yamaof Moon = Paridhi Span (of time)

Yamaof Mars=Dhooma Span (of time)

Yamaof Mercury = Arthaprahara Span (of time)

Yamaof Jupiter = Yemakandaka Span (of time)

Yamaof Venus = Yamasukra Span (of time)

Yamaof Saturn= GulikaSpan (of time)

Note:- Span = gpan of time (thisisaword | am adding to avid later
confusionwith the Khenikagrahaswith the same name)

Notethat herethewordsKala, Paridhi, Dhooma, Ardhaprahara,
Yemakandaka, Yamasukraand Gulikarepresent aspan of time cov-
ering 1 hour 30 min approx. Thereisadokathat clearly statesthis.

TeRIE TR Rger JHarre ||

- AREHRT
[Gulika, Yemakandaka, Arthapraharaetc arethe namesof Yama(haf
of Prahara) and they should be counted from Sunday onwards]

ThusKaaspanisthenameof Yamanumber 1,7, 6,5, 4, 3,2in
day time starting from Sunday to Saturday respectively. Means, on
Sunday first Yamaisknown as Kaaspan (Yamaof sun), on Monday
the 7th yamaisknown asKalaspan (yamaof sun), on Wednesday



6th yamaisknown as Kalaspan (yamaof sun) and so on. On night
Kaawouldbel, 7,6, 5, 4, 3, 2 starting from Thursday to Wednes-
day respectively.

If weare considering asingle, for example Sunday, thefirst Yama
isKaaspan (Yamaof Sun), second yamais Paridhi span (yamaof
Moon) and so on. On Sunday night thefirst Yamais Yemakandaka

gpan (yamaof Jupiter), second is Yamasukraspan (Yamaof Venus)
assoon.

Riseof Khenikagrahas(momentary influences)

Withinthese spansof timecovering 1 hour 30 min approx (Yama),
themomentary influence (KhenikaGraha) with the same nameas of
these Yamaare supposed to rise. Note that these are not planets but
pointsof timewith special importance. Brihat Parasarahorasays-

MErIfe s ferpile e ||
- I6q WRIRRERT
[Sarting from Sunday till Saturday, (every day withinevery yama) the
momentary influences- Khenika Graha- with the name Gulikaetc
originate]
Fromthisreferenceweknow that thiseffort to know therhythm of

timeanditsinfluenceby sub dividingthe* Ahoratra into Yamaetcis
wel ancient.

These momentary influences should be considered torise at the
beginning point of every Yama. Theauthentic quoteonthesamewould
be giveninthe next section. Out of al these momentary influences
hereweareinterested especialy in Gulika. Becauseitisone of the
influencesthat helpsusin correcting the birth time. Thetimespot (mo-
mentary influence; Khenikagraha) with the name Gulikadiscussed
hereisnot generally used for prediction, but only for correcting the
birthtimeonly. Becauseitisessentially related to the rhythm of a
particular Ahoratra (thedate of child’sbirth) and not with thewhole
natal chart. Therhythm of that date could beimportant in determining
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thecorrect birth time, but not of much importancein the broad spec-
trum of the native'slife. Thisshould bekept in mind. For prediction
purposewhat we useand mark in chartis*Mandi’ whichisdifferent
fromthisGulikathat isdiscussed here. Theprimedifference between
themisthat ‘“Mandi’ isthe end point of acomplete Muhurtawith the
Yamaof Saturn onthedate of birth, while Gulikaisthe starting point
of Saturn’s Yama. This difference is clearly discussed in Uttara
kdamrita

Thesystem of usingthe samewordsKaa, Gulikaetc asaspecial
name of relevant yamas and al so to refer to the beginning point of
those Yamas (K henikagrahas) has caused much confusion. To avoid
any such further confusion wewill usethewordsKaaspan, Gulika
gpan etcto refer to the span of time, whichisyama, and Kala, Gulika
etconly torefer tothe K henikagrahas, whichisthe beginning point of
thoseyamas.

Rise of Gulika at the beginning of Gulika span
Themethod to calculate Gulikaspanisgivenin Uttarakalamrite-

st R PR ffers: s=ivmeatsen
IRV wSaIfed 3R FvsTadet “adl |

- JTRBIAd
[Starting from Sunday up to Saturday, for every Yama, starting from
thelord of theday, the 7 planetsarelords. Thereisno lord for the8th
Yama. TheYamaof Saturnistermed Gulika. Onthe sameday night
the Yamaof Saturn, i.e. Gulikawill beinthe Saturn’sdivision of the
5thweek day from that date]

i.e. On Sunday, thefirst YamaisKaa(Yamaof Sun), secondyama
isParidhi (yamaof Moon) and so on. On Sunday night thefirst Yama
isYemakandaka (yamaof Jupiter), second isYamasukra (Yamaof
Venus) as so on; aswe have stated earlier.

Therdevant Yamaof Saturn (Gulika) whichisof our concernwould



bethe 7th on Sunday 6th on Monday and so on. i.e. theYamanum-
bers7,6,5, 4, 3, 2, 1 from Sunday onwardsistermed Gulika. Itis
beginning moment of thisYamaistermed Gulika, themomentary influ-
ence. Please don’'t confuse Gulikathe span of time and Gulikathe
momentary influence of specia importanceat the beginning point of
thisspan of time. They both are known by the same name and the
second, Gulikathe momentary influence- KhenikaGraha- isof im-
portanceto usinbirthtimerectification, and not the Gulika- theYama
of Saturn. To avoid any kind of confusion hereonwards| will refer to
thefirg asGulikaspan (Yamaof Saturn), and second asGulikaK henika
Graha(starting point of Yamaof Saturn).

The authentic quotethat statesthat the beginning point of Gulika
span (Yamaof Saturn) should be considered as Gulika, the Khenika
graha, isgiven below.

TIPRIPIAT TTABRAR] I
o FRRa RIPR e &1 fFrr@ ||

- 96 RIRRERT
[ Takethe beginning timeof Gulikaspan and cal culatethe Ascendant

for that moment - it isknown as Gulika, the Khenikagraha] Thetext
Gulikolpatti also statesthe same.

Ay T I@1 THsewTEgAvse dery ferpieat ||

- Tferepieatt
[Therisngtimeof Saturn’sYama(Asc a thebeginningtimeof Gulika
gpan) istermed Gulika, the Khenikagraha]

- T6q RIRRERT
[ Thedegree ascending at thetimeof start of Saturn’syamawill bethe
longitude of Gulika, the Khenikagraha, at agiven place. Based on
thislongitudeonly, Gulika seffect for aparticular native sresultsshould
be predicted (and BT rectification should bedone)]
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Thus, clearly understand that, “It is the ascendant calculated
taking the beginning point of Saturn’s yama (span of Gulika;
Gulika kala vela), which is termed Gulika, the Khenika graha™.

Rise of Mandi

Another Khenikagrahaconcept isof Mandi. The method to cal-
culateMandi isgiven below -

a(26) @R (22) st (18) gt (14)
7€ (10) @ (06) =i (02) grrEar
wimrar (30) Mdarrie afesr:
TepIeT TGl

- JTRBIId
[Sunday 26th Khati, Monday 22nd Khati, Tuesday 18th Khati,
Wednesday 14th Khati, Thursday 10th Khati, Friday 6th Khati, Sat-

urday 2nd K hati aretherisingtimeof Mandi]

1 Khati =24 minute. Here KTPY number notation systemisused
to notate numbers. Charu = 26 (Cha=6; Ru=2), Khari = 22 and so
on. Thisistherising timeof Mandi whentheday and night areequal.
When theday span and night span differsappropriate correction should
be doneaccordingly. Inthenight therising time of Mandi would equal
to therising time of 5th day from there onwards. For example on
Sunday Mandi risesat 26th K hati, but onthe sameday night it risesat
10th Khati (therising time of Thursday; 5th day from Sunday)

Thelogic and philosophy behind such effortsto cal cul ate ascen-
dant longitudesfor even specid momentsof timeand to consider them
asKhenikagraha(momentary influence) isquiteinteresting.

Here the end point of acomplete Muhurtawith inthe Yamais
taken asrising time of Mandi. Not only the end point of complete
Muhurtawithin Saturn’sYama, but a so the method to cal culateend
pointsof complete Muhurtawith in other Yamasare givenin other
texts. But herel amlimiting the description to Mandi alone.



Astold earlier, the end point of a complete Muhurta within the
yama of Saturn is termed Mandi. The day is composed of 15
NakshatraM uhurtasand night the same. Thus 30 NakshatraM uhurtas
completean‘ Ahoratra (24 hours). Thus-

Sunday 26th Khati = End of 13th Muhurta

Monday 22nd Khati = End of 11th Muhurta

Tuesday 18th Khati = End of 9th Muhurta

Wednesday 14nd K hati = End of 7th Muhurta

Thursday 10th Khati = End of 5th Muhurta

Friday 6th Khati = End of 3rd Muhurta

Saturday 4th Khati = End of 1st Muhurta

Thustheformulato caculatetherising time of Mandi would be-
Mandi (Day) = (Day span/15) x MuhurtaNumber

Mandi (Night) = (Night span/15) x Muhurta Number

Theword ‘rise’ means' appear inhorizon’. Therefore* thelongi-
tude of Mandi’ isnothing but ‘ thelongitude of Ascendant at thetime
caculated for risng of Mandi'.

Gulikaand M andi

Many peopleand books confuse Gulikafor Mandi. By the period
of Phaladeepika, Prasnamarga etc the use of Gulika aimost got
dropped in prediction (becauseit wasusually not used for prediction,
but only for birth timerectification) and Mandi gained importance (be-
causeitisusedin prediction). Duetothis, many textslike Pha adespika,
Prasnamargaetc use the words Gulikaand Mandi as synonymous.
Gulikaisthe beginning point of Saturn’syama, and Mandi istheend
point of acomplete Muhurtawithin Saturn’syama; and so both of
them arethe children of Saturn. May bethisiswhy people started
using both of them as synonymous- but thishas caused alot of con-
fusonfor thebeginners.
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The distinction between these two is clearly stated in Uttara
kalamrita. Both of them arethe children of Saturn, and usually give
bad results (if considered for prediction), tellsMandavyaMuni. After
providing themethodsfor cal culating Gulikaand Mandi, Uttraka amrita
states -

Amser: fba a3 a Fada g sfoel |

- JTRBIAd
[Baththeabovetwo children of Seturn (Gulikaand Mandi) aremadlifics.
Inwhichever sign/housethey areplaced, they cause destruction]

It must be the use of theword Mandaja (Child of Saturn) torefer
to both of them, must have started the confusion, of ill treating both of
them asone. We see many textslike Phaladeepika, Jataka Parijata,
Prasnamargaetc using the words Gulikaand Mandi as synonyms,
and providing thelongitude of Mandi aone, and calling it sometimes
Mandi and sometimes Gulikal But aswe can seefrom the earlier
references, sage Parasaraand sage Mandavyagave special impor-
tanceto Gulika. Astrology being an Agamasastra (Ancient Tantric
advice), thewords of sages gain weight over the normal text, and
thereforeas UttaraK alamritaclearly directswe should treat them as
separate entities. Out of thesetwo (Gulikaand Mandi) Gulikashould
beused mainly for Birthtimerectification aloneand Mandi for normal
prediction. Theextensiveuseof Mandi inpredictionisclearly visble
intextslike Prasnamarga, Phal adeepikaand Jataka Parijata.

| haveelaborated inthisdetail about Gulikaand Mandi becauseit
isone of theareas of confusion among astrologers. Let usend this
discussion on K shenikagrahas and proceed to other subdivisions of
yama, which too are used for the purpose of determining their influ-
enceon‘Ahoratradivisions at BT. DividetheAhoratrainto specia
divisions, and then try to find their influenceon BT - thesystemis
cute!



Odd-Even divisonsof Yama

Itisthefundamental nature of Indian sciences, and especially of
Indian astrology, to apply the dual divisionswhich could betermed
Odd -Evan (Oja- Yugma) or Male-Femal e (Purusha-Sthri); or the
trine division which could betermed Moving-Fixed-Mixed (Chara-
Sthira-Ubhaya) or Creation-Subs stance-Destrusion (Srishti-Sthiti-
Samhara); or thefive part divion such as5 e ements (Panchaboota) to
everything under study. The method applied to the understand the
natureof ‘ Ahoratra divisonsisalso not different. Heretoofirst they
appliesthe Odd-Even divionsto Yama.

One‘Ahoratra isthetimefrom onesunrisetothesunriseinthe
next day. Thistimeperiod of 1‘Ahoratra (1 day and 1 night) iscom-
posed of 16 yama. TheseYamaareclassifiedintotwo -

Odd (Oja/Mae) =1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15 Yama
Even (Yugma/Femae) = 2,4,6,8,10,12,14,16 Yama

ThisOdd-Evendivisionisessentia for the determining the order
of rising of the 5 fundamental constituents such as Sky-Air-Fir-Wa:
ter-Earth.

Pancha Bootodaya (Rise of 5 Tatvas)

Thisisasoknown asthe PanchaTatvaconcept. PanchaBootodaya
isaconcept fundamental toAncient Indian thought. Sankhya, Jyotisha,
Ayurvedaetc aredl utilizethisconcept. Ayurvedastatesthat fromthe
naturewhich isAvaykta (abstract, non-physica) natureevolved the5
fundamental congtituents. Heretheword ‘ Nature' referstotheorigi-
nal Stuff (gpace-time continuum) with which everythingismade up of.
Avayakta (Abstract, non-physical) does not mean vaccuam. The ab-
stract nature (the stuff) itself isnot vaccuam; it only meansthat we
cannot grasp or understand the essential nature of it. The concept of
‘Mind iscreated to explainthe actions, stresses, and conflicts; inthe
absence of clear understnding of the minute working of body and
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brain. Smilarly intheabsence of clear understanding of ‘theessentia
nature (the stuff itself) the concept of * Panchabootodaya (5 funda
mental congtituents) wascreated to explainitsinfluence. Itison many
such abstract conceptsthat whole of our understanding and practica
sciencesrest. Conceptsthat do not have aphysical existance but fitts
inwell with our fragmented mind which triesto comprehend the
incomprehencibleusing classifications. It should be noted that- The
Sky mentioned hereisnot the sky above but atatva; the Air men-
tioned hereisnot theair but atatva; thefirementioned hereisnot the
firebut atatva; thewater mentioned hereisnot thewater but atatva;
the earth mentioned hereisnot the earth but atatva. Thewords Sky,
Air, Fire, Water, Sky are just the names of Tatvas (concepts that
symbolisethe congtituentsthat arefundamenta to cregtionitself; which
reflect in ourselves as well) and not the things we know by those
namesindaily life. PanchaTatvaor PanchaBhootodayaisaconcept
I ndian science adopted, when forced to explain the creation of uni-
versefromtheabstract, andto apply it for practical usefulness. (This
kind of abstract concept creation aimed at practical applicationisthe
mark of all holistic knowledge branchessuch asAyurveda, Astrology,
Psychology, Naturopaty etc). What arethe 5 tatvas?

fareily Tae we Ry qaitt =g sRaf |
- z!;mﬂq'
[Earth, Weater, Fire, Air, Sky arethefivetatvas|
Theword* Prapancha’ (Universe) pointsto the creation of theuni-
versefromthe5 tatvasas per Upanishads. But hereinthe classifica-
tion and study of * Ahoratra’ and ‘yama’ these names of Tatvas not
used asthebasi c congtituents of universe, but asnamesgivento spe-
cia divisonsof time. Herethesewords (Sky, Air, Fireetc) should be
treated astechnical termsused to denote the some special spans of

timewithinevery Yama Thedokathat tellsusabout therise of tatvas
within eachyamaisgiven below -



APT HRTATTSHIT $ed=lsl Helydept
I HIe] THIRST ke TEl T yassT

- YeHrT
[Here 1/8th of Day (or night) istermed Yama. In every Yamathe5

tatvasrise. Inodd yamathetatvasrise sarting from Earth, andin even
yamathey start from sky (inreverseorder)]

In odd yamathetatvarising sequenceisEarth, Weter, Fire, Air,
Sky and in even yamathe sequenceis Sky, Air, Fire, Water, Earth.
Thediagramisgivenbelow -

od ———
Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Sky
<——Even

Inevery yamathetatvasrise- thisisonly aconcept; aconcept to
comprehend therhythem of theday and night. Similar to Ayurveda
using the concept of Vata-Pitta-K apha (Air-Bile-Phelm) to compre-
hend the physical and mental diseasesaimed at treating and curing
them, astrology triesto study the rhythem of time using hypothetical
congtructs. Following thesamelineof thinking hereastrology istrying
to comprehend the rhythem of * Ahoratra’ and itssubdivisionyama
using the Panchatatva construct. Such constructsor conceptsgain
acceptancewhen they proveuseful, in practica gpplication and match
with the observed results. Hypothetical constructsusedinall holistic
subj ects gai ned acceptence only becausethey proved useful in appli-
cation, passing thetest of time, providing logical derivationsthat
matched with observed results. Thisistruefor most of the ancient
indian theories and the constructsthey provide.

Astold earlier, ayamais 3%, Khati (1 hr 30 min= 90 min) time.
Thistime spanisnot divided equally among thetatvas. How much
span should be ascribed to each tatvais described bel ow-

- 3 prEfer
[1Y, Khati, 1 Khati, %, Khati, /, Khati, /, Khati is the time span
ascribed to each tatval
That is- Earth= 30 min; Water =24 min; Fire= 18 min; Air =12
min; Sky = 6 min. Onemore slokawith the samemeaningisgiven
bel ow-
3eis B T JuE uedss
aéfﬁ?ﬂ*ﬁﬂla?\ ‘ia-’-]l@: FIQ%II?]E]I:
(meaningisthesameastold above)
Thereisadokain BrihgjjatakaDasadhyayi vyakhyathat describes
all the above detail stogether in acomprehensiveway.
UREIfEads Bueas T g O
- TR
[30min, 24 min, 18 min, 12 min, 6 min arethetime span of tatvasin
odd and even yamas. In odd yamait would in the sequence of Earth,

Water, Fire, Air, Sky and in even yamait would in the reverse se-
guence Sky, Air, Fire, Water, Earth]

1Yama=1sequenceof 5tatvas=90min
Sequencein odd yama= Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Sky
Sequenceinevenyama= Sky, Air, Fire, Water, Earth
Eath =1%,Khati =30min

Water =1Khati =24min
Fire =¥,Khati  =18min
Air = Y,Khati =12min
Sky =1Y,Khati =6min



Thisisgpplicableonly whentheday durationis12 hours(30 Khéti).
When theday span and night span changesthetime span assigned to
tatvaswill aso changeproportionately. That is, except for March 22
and September 21 on which the day and night are equal, the span of
tatvasgiven abovewill not match. For al the other days, proportional
change should beapplied to each tatvaduration. All thetextsagreeon
the span that should be applied to each tatvawhentheday durationis
12 hours. For example, Prasnamargaquoteisgiven below-

T Uradr gl g R ArsstEian(en)eEe-

eErt
[Earth=30 min, Water =24 min, Fire= 18 min, Air =12 min, Sky =
6 min; isthe duration that should be applied to both odd and yugma

yamd|

Now aswe have the necessary basi ¢ understanding about Yama,
Panchatatvaand Gulikalet us move on to the next section on the
application of theseand other methodsfor birth timerectification.
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Birth Time Rectification M ethods

1. PanchaTatvaM ethod

The concept hereisthat ““the child would be born either in Air
tatva or Air Antara tatva only”. In other words, “if the BT is in
Air tatva or Air Antara tatva the given BT can be treated as
correct (otherwise make the necessary correction)™.

Astold earlier, the 5 tatvas are supposed to rise with in every
yama. Now asper thisconcept, similar to Dasa-Antaradasasystem,
the 5tatvas should be considered torisewithin each tatva. Let uscall
itAntaratatva. Theorder of Antaratatvarisewithinin eachtatvais
givenbelow -

Eath - Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Sky

Water - Water, Fire, Air, Sky, Earth

Fire - Fire, Air, Sky, Earth, Water

Air - Air, Sky, Earth, Weter, Fire

Sky - Sky, Earth, Water, Fire, Air

The proportion between each Antaratatvais similar to astold
above; such asmaximumtimefor Earth and least for sky. Now the
rule is that *““the child would be born either in Air tatva or Air

Antara tatva only”. Thisisacommon belief among astrologers, but
thereisno quote avail ablethat supportsthesame. Ygnavalkyasmriti

Say's -
- TSR
[At the 9th or 10th month, pushed by strong air (fromwomb), with

feverishtremble, likeabullet fired, the child comesout, from mother’s
womb]



Possibly thereferenceto “ Sooti Vayu” (Air push) in the above
dokaand smilar onesmight have hel ped to strengthen the above be-
lief on* necessity of Air Tatvarisefor birth to take place’. A mgority
of astrologersbelievethat to providethe* pushing force” and “ push-
ingtendency” (to mother) theriseof Air tatvaisamust.

If thebirth time provided by the native or hisparentsisnot inAir
tatvaor inAir Antaratatva, the astrologer will consider thebirthtime
asincorrect and make the necessary adjustmentsto moveit to the
nearest Air tatvaor Air Antaratatva. | don’'t know whether itisac-
ceptableto changethe given birth time before thetheoriesjust prove
thetheory beforethetheoriesthemsal vesarenot proved. But for sure,
thisisone of themethodsfollowed by many astrologerstoday. | will
clarify thismethod of BT rectification with anexample.

Quedtion: On 25-8-1995 at 2:55 PM achildisbornat Trivandrum,
Kerala, India. Sunrise- 6:19 AM (IST), Sunset - 6:19 PM (IST).
Find the correct timeof birth.

Answer:

Dayduration =12:17(12hrs17min)

1Yama =12:17/8 =737/8 =92:07 (92 min 07 sec)
Earth Tatva =(30/90) x 92:07 =30:42 (30 min42 sec)

Water Tatva  =(24/90) x 92:07 =24:34
FireTatva =(18/90) x 92:07 =18:25
Air Tatva =(12/90) x 92:07 =12:17
Sky Tatva =(06/90) x 92:07 =06:08

After 2:55,1.e.14:55 (1ST) isthegiven birthtime. On convertingiit
toLocal MeanTime(LMT) -

Birthtime=14:55- 22 min (for Trivandrum) = 14:33(LMT)

Thusthetimedurationfrom sunrisetobirthtime=14:33 (LMT) -
5:57 (LMT) =8:36 (8 hrs 36 min)
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From sunrise 5 yama (7.5 hrsapprox) already passed. Thebirth
took placein the 6th yamaof the day. We know that the 6th yamais
an even yama. On even yamathe counting of thetatvashould bein
reverseorder, i.e. from Sky onwards.

Theactua duration covered by 5yamas=92:07 x 5=7:40:35
Thetime covered inthe 6th yama=8:36:00 - 7:40:35=00:55:25
Tatvarisng at birthtime=00:55:25 - (Sky+Air+Fire)

=55:25- (6:08 + 12:07 + 18:25) = 18:35 covered in Water tatva

That means, during theday inthe 6thyama, 24:34 (24 min 34 min)
of water tatvarisein that day, when 18:35 (18 min 35 sec) covered,
then thebirth took place. Now let us calculatethe Antaratatva. We
know that in water tatvathe Antaratatvasrisein the order Water,
Fire Air, Sky, Earth. Let uscaculatetheAntaratatvarising at thetime
of birth.

Water Antaratatva =(24:34/92:07) x 24:34 = 6.33
FireAntaratatva =(24:34/92:07)x 18:25 =4:55
AirAntaratatva  =(24:34/92:07) x 12:17 =3:17
Sky Antaratatva =(24:34/92:07) x 06:08 =1:38
EarthAntaratatva =(24:34/92:07) x 30:42 =8:11
ThustheAntaratatvarising at thegivenbirthtime=
=18:35- (Water + Fire + Air + Sky)

=18:35- (6:33+4:55+ 3:17 + 1:38)
=18:35-16:23=2:12

That is, thebirth took placein earth antatatva. Asper theory this
can't happen. Thebirth must had took placeinAir Antaratatva

Start of air antaratatva=14:33- (3:17 + 1: 38 + 2:12) = 14:25:53
End of Air antaratatva=14:33- 3:17=14:29:10



Thusthe birth time should be between 2:25:53 PM (LMT) and
2:29:10PM (LMT). Onconvertingto| ST, thebirth should havetaken
place between 2:48 PM (IST) and 2:.51 PM (IST).

Thegiven BT was2:55 PM. But after the verification using Pancha
tatvamethod here the astrol oger decided that the correct BT isbe-
tween 2:48 PM and 2:51 PM. The compl ete description given by the
astrologer would be - “The birth took place on 25th August 1995
Friday between 2:48 PM (I1ST) and 2:51 PM (1ST) in the 6th yama,
water tatva, air antaratatva. “. Still theastrologer got only aduration
(i.e. 24810 2:51) and not theexact BT. Tofind theexact BT within
thisduration, later hewill usethe Kundamultiplication method or the
like. (Whichwould be discussed in the next section) Herethe point of
our interest is, the Panchatatvamethod hel psthe astrol oger to cor-
rect thebirthtimeto an extend.

[Apart from birth timerectification, the Panchatatvamethod al so
hel psthe astrologer to an extend in determining the sex of the child.
For examplein the above example, sincethe birth took placeina
evenyama, eventatva, and odd antaratatva- it should beagirl child,
the astrologer may conclude. Similar to birth timerectification, sex
determination of the native using the natal chart isabig subject, and
many methods areavailablefor the same. Being another vast area of
study, research and discussion that won't bediscussed inthisarticle]

Demeritsof Pancha Tatwamethod

1) It lacks proper sage supported quotes; and thus not authentic
enough.

2) At times, dependance on Pancha Tatvamethod will demand a
correction of morethan 10 minutesor more (evenin caseswherethe
given BT seemsto beaccurate), which theastrologer will fed relectant
to apply, especialy dueto thelack of proper sage support for this
method. (Thetheory on PanchaTatvais not yet well prooved and
verified)
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2. Kunda (Navamsa-Navamsa) M ultiplication M ethod

The concept hereisthat “Multiply the lagna longitude with 81.
The resultant longitude (when the multiples of 21600 min are sub-
tracted from it) should conjunct with the Nakshatra of Natal
Moon or its trine Nakshatras™. In other words, “if the Kunda
(Navamsa-Navamsa) longitude of Lagna conjunct with the
Nakshatra of Natal Moon or its trine Nakshatras the given BT
can be considered correct (otherwise make the necessary correc-
tion)™.

‘Kunda means8l1 sinceKu=1and Da= 8, asper KTPY nota-
tion method. The ancient word for thismethod is‘ KundaNikhna' .
Nikhnameansmultiply. Thus‘KundaNikhna method means, the
method of multiplying by 81.

Astrologers depend very much on Kundamultiplication method
for BT rectification. Oncethe Lagnalongitudeiscorrectly calculated
using Sideredl timetheastrol ogers can use the Kundamethod to cor-
rect or verify the accuracy of thegiven BT. Every astrologer who use
thelongitude of Moon or Asc (Lagna) for Dasacal culation, and the
determination of variousdivisonsof sgn (Amsas, Navamsaetc) know
well theimportanceof accuracy of BT, inresult derivation. If thereis
adifference of Onedegreeinlongitude (of Moon etc) thenit could
cause up to 10 monthsdifferencein the Vimsottari dasacal culations.
Duetothisfor every astrologer who use Dasa, and Amsasfor result
derivation, theaccuracy of BT isof supremeimportance.

After determining the approximately accurate BT by using given
BT or BT derived using methods like Panchatatvathe astrol oger
should usethe Kundamultiplication method to correct and fix the BT
accurately. Intextslike Prasnamargawe can find the Kundamultipli-
cation method discussed in detail. Thetext Prasnamargadealswith
horary astrology asper them themethod isprimarily aimed at rectify-
ing the Query time. Canit beused for BT rectification aswell? The
traditiona scholarswell versedin astrology and who could make very



accurate predictions advicesthat it can be. For example ' Puliyoor
Purushottaman Nabmootiri’ awell known scholar in astrology and
Sanskritwho livedin Keraa in 1Sth century AD, well known for his
very good commentarieson ancient texts, advices- “OncetheLagna
longitude and the Nakshatra(stellar divisioninwhich Moonisplaced)
is calculated, multiply the lagnalongitude with 81, and find the
Nakshatra. It should bethe Nakshatraof thenativeitsdlf. If not adjust
thelagnalongitude accordingly (by adding or subtracting) and repesat
themethod of multiplying the Lagnalongitudeby 81, sothat theresult
falsintheNakshatra(Birth star) of thenativeitself”. Someastrolo-
gerscal culateand usethe Lagnalongitude of the nativewithout using
the Kundamultiplication method. They too agreethat for correcting
thequery timein horary astrology, Kundamultiplication method should
be used. Since getting theexact BT isdifficult, many advicethat the
samemethod should beused for BT rectification aswell; thetradition
also advicethe same. Asper Prasnamarga-

PfTet Jup @ IRt T 9N
e spifeaq FARETRAI(3)T™ T | |

- yeHrt
[Whenthelongitudeof Lagnaismultiplied by 81, theresultant longi-
tude should fall inthe Nakshatra (Birth star; star inwhich Moonis
placed) of thenative. If thishappensthenthegiventime (query time)
iscorrect. If it doesnot happen add or subtract some minutesfrom
thelagnalongitude (i.ecorrect thetime) accordingly so that the Kunda
longitude falls on the Nakshatra (Birth star) of the native. Onceit
matches, the same should betaken asthe correct lagnalongitude (and
the corresponding query timeas correct query time)]

Theauthor of Prasnamargalived inthe 16th century, when instead
of watchesthelength of shadow of gnomon was used to calculate
time. Thereforethe use of such methodswasamustinthat period to
verify theaccuracy of thetime, sothat it could be ensured that the
query moment isinrhythmwith thenative' sdestiny.
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Herethereisaconflict within thed oka, which needsto be under-
stood. Prasnamargastatesthat,

longitude of Asc x 81 = Longitude of Birth Star of thenative

Notethat thereferenceisnot to the Longitude of Moon at query
time aswemay expect. Thisindicatesthat Prasnamargacharyawas
applying amethod that wasregularly used for BT rectificationinto
Pransal Prasnamargaaskstellsus-

SIS g add Tl Readql |
- YeHrT
[What ever methods are used in Natal chart the same should be ap-
pliedin Prasng]
Theabove application of KundaMultiplication method in Prasna
isclassic exampleof thisstrategy. Thispromptsusto look deepinto
thismethod of BT rectification, and the history and sage support of

the same, so asto decide whether it isauthentic and dependablefor
BT rectificationaswdll.

Asper KTPY method Kundameans81. Ku=1and Nda=8. As
per therule of KTPY notation - w==rmi amat 7ifa [ The digits should
bewritten from right to left] - thisbecomes81. What isthe special
importance of thisnumber 81?Multiplying thelongitude of Asc, con-
vertedinto minutes, with 9 and removing the multiplesof 360 x 60 =
21600 givesNavamsalongitudein minutes. Multiplyingit aginwith 9
and removing themultiplesof 21600 givesNavaNavamsa-Navamsa
(i.e.Navanavamsa) longitude. That is,

LagnaL ongitudex 81 = Nava-Navamsalongitude

Thusthebasi c concept underlying Kundamultiplication methodis
that “the Nava-Navamsa longitude of Lagna will conject with the
Nakshatra of Natal Moon” . Thereisone more point to remember.
Asper ancient indian astrology the rul e - flvrmret wd== [ Trines
should be considered everywhere] - isawell accepted one. Thusthe



aboverulegivenin Prasnamargashould beunderstood as- “the Nava-
Navamsa longitude of Lagna will conjunct with the Nakshatra
of Natal Moon or its trine Nakshatras”. Thisis supported by tradi-
tion, aswell asmany textua quotes. TheNava-Navamsalongitudeis
known by many other names such as Navamsa-Navamsalongitude,
Kundalongitude etc aswell.

What isthereason for thisins stencethat NavaNavamsalongitude
should conjunct with the Nakshatraof Natal Moon? Lagnasignify
body; and Moon signify mind. For anintenseactivity likebirthtotake
place both the body and mind should be in tune. Thisiswhy, the
astrologer ingststhat, the Nava-navamsalongitude of Lagnaand the
longitude of Natal Moon (or itstrines) should conjunct for thebirthto
take place. In essence, the rise of Air tatva and the resonating co-
operation of body and mind isessential for any birth to take place.

Theuseof Kundamultiplication method for BT rectificationiswell
supported by Kaikulangaraand Kookkaniyal. Kaikulangaraisthe
well-known scholar of Hridyapadhavyakhyaof Brihatjatakaof Mihira
Kookkaniyal isthewell known prime student of Prasnamargacharya
for whom thetext Pransamargaiswritten by Edakkattu Nambootiri.
K ookkaniyal re-emphasisthismethod in hisown book Prasnaresti.

If we accept the Kunda L agnamethod, it inherently indicate that
thedifference between any two birth should be 6 min least, exceptin
the case of Siamesetwins! Weknow that everyday approximately
200000 children (2 lacs) take birth on earth. Of courseduring cae-
sarianthe BT difference between the birth could belessthan thisin
the case of twins. In this scenario how much thisruleisdependable
and applicable? What isthe better scientific interpretation of this
method? ChandraHari (theauthor of bookslike Ras chakraand Hindu
Zodiac) shedsmorelight onthe same.

“We are all worried about the correctness of Lagna longitude.
Even if we neglect all the other possibility for error - due to the
daily revolution of earth if there is a difference of 1 min in BT,
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there could be a difference of 15 min in Lagna longitude, which
cannot be neglected. If we could state that there is not even a
difference of 1 min in lagna longitude, using the correct defini-
tion of birth, we should be able to derive the exact BT even upto
seconds. The sages like Satyacharya advice that the Dasa can be
calculated using Lagnasputa as well and results could be derived.
Since even minor deviations in BT could cause a difference of
many minutes in lagna longitude, and many months in dasa deri-
vation. In this situation if there does not existed a clear method
for the determination of Lagna longitude, how can Satyacharga
advice us to use Lagna longitude for dasa calculation? He can’t!
This means that a clear mathematical method for exact BT de-
termination was in use at that time! Instead of through observa-
tion, but must had existed a clear cut mathematical method for
BT determination in that ancient past for sure.

Out of the many available methods Kunda multiplication
method is one such method. It is from the mathematical defini-
tion for the possibility of human birth in the pattern of destiny
that the Kunda multiplication method originated. As per ancient
definition, if the Lagna longitude is even approximately correct,
if we multiply the Lagna longitude with 81 the resultant longi-
tude should fall in the Nakshatra of Natal moon or its trine
Nakshatras. Mathematically-

Kunda Longitude = 81 x Lagna longitude
= Longitude of Moon + 120 deg or 0 deg.

The rhythmic correlation between the daily revolution of earth
and the rotation of Moon around earth inherent in the above for-
mula is given below-

1 Day = 360 Deg revolution of Earth = 81 x 360 deg
= 81 rotations of the wheel of destiny



That is , the time taken for one rotation of the wheel of destiny
= 360/81 = 4°-26! - 401l

If we accept that the birth could take place in the trine
Nakshatras as well, then-

The duration between two births = 1°- 28!- 53.33!!

That is the difference between any two such points in the wheel
of destiny = 5 min 55 sec (6 min approx.)

[Thus the maximum correction we can make would be the
half of it. i.e. 2 min 57.5 sec = 3 min (approx.)]

That is these mathematical points in the wheel of destiny and
the 120 deg rotation of Kunda longitude is rhythmically co-re-
lated. Thus when the Lagna longitude covers 4° -26! - 40!lKunda
longitude completes a cycle. In other words, when there is a dif-
ference of 9.87654321 in Lagna longitude (4° 444/27), Kunda
longitude covers a Nakshatra.

Thus the birth in Nakshatra starting with Asvini and Aries is
related to the arcs of 9.87654321 each in zodiac.

Lagna Nakshatra
1) 0.0 t0 9.87654321 Aswini

2) 9.87654321 t0 19.75308642  Bharani
3) 19.75308642 to 29.62962963  Krittika

27) 04 -16.7 to 04 - 26.66 Ravati

Since the Kunda longitude can be in the Moon Nakshatra or
its trines, these mathematical points in the wheel of destiny or
births could have a difference of 120/81 = 1°-28!-53.33!l. That is
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if we know the birth time with an accuracy of at least 3 minutes,
then this method can be used to rectify and derive the correct BT.

The length of a Nakshatra is equitant to a day. Or in other
words, it is equal to the 360 degree rotation of Lagna. That is, in
a day, by the time Moon takes to cover 13° 20! there is only 81 x
3 = 243 moments in the wheel of destiny at which the birth could
take place (for a specific location). Practically, within this period
lakhs of births could take place all around the world. (Approxi-
mately, two lacs children take birth every day all around the
world). In the period of a complete rotation of Moon around the
earth, 243 x 27 = 6561 such moments are possible (for a loca-
tion)”

Inthisway Chandrahari presentsthe detailson aconciseand clear
way. Theauthenticity of the Kundamultiplication methodisclear in
thisdescription. Oneof the very strong concept Kundamultiplica-
tion method presentsis that ““the birth could take place in a spe-
cific location in specific moments only, with a gap of 6 minutes
each within the birth times”.

Thus Chandrahari presentstheideasin aconciseand clear way.
Theauthenticity of Kundamultiplication method isclear from these
descriptions. One of the strong ideas K udamethod postul atesisthat
“The birth will take place ONLY with a gap of 6 minutes between
then them™. That is, except in the case of Siamese twines the
destiny should be predicted (Natal chart should be read) based
on the time with at least 6 minutes of gap between them. Thus it
says that not even twins can take birth at the same time! There
would be a gap of 6 minutes least between the births of twines.
Or in other words, even if this is broken due to surgery etc, only
the rhythmic moments with the gap of 6 min, arrived at by the
use of Kunda multiplication method should be used to derive the
results for each of those twines! Thus there destiny can differ! But
for Siamese twines the destiny would be the same, because it is a




single birth; single individual; or individuals with common des-
tiny; and so there is no gap between births. Thisreally useful knowl-
edge. For suretheclear understanding of Kundamultiplication method
can help usanswer many questions about Astrology, and theway it
dedlswith thebirth of twins.

Demeritsof Kundamethod

Kundahe psusinmaking acorrection of amaximum of 3 minutes
only. If only we have determined the approximate BT with an error of
less than 3 minutes, by the use of clock etc, then only the Kunda
method can help usin correcting thebirthtime. If the BT with at least
an accuracy of 3minutesisnot available, then Kundamultiplication
method isuseless. In short Kundamethod can helpinrectifying the
BT arrived at by the use of Panchatatvamethod. If thereisadoubt of
10 minuteserror or morein BT then by using Kundamultiplication
method al onewe cannot correct thegiven BT.

Kundamultiplication method seemsto beclearly discussed only in
bookslike Prasnamargawritten around AD 1650 and |l ater only. The
questionisif therewasamethod of BT rectificationin the period of
Satyacharya-Mihiraetc, and prior to that in the period of sagessuch
as Skanda-Vasi shta-K ausika-Parasara etc was one of them Kunda
multiplication method? Usually astrologersdo not seemto beaware
of theanswer to thisquestion.

Theabovetwo pointssuch as-
1) Kundamethod can correct only 2 min 57.5 sec = 3 min max.
2) The sage support for Kundamethod seemsto be doubtful.

- can be considered as demerits of Kundamultiplication method.
But at |east the second demerit we ascribe to Kundamethod is base-
less, aswill becomeclear formthefurther discussion.

Sinceultimately wewould haveto depend on Kudamultiplication
method of BT rectification, let usrethink about the history of this
method.
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Origin of Kund multiplication method

Fromwhere, from which book, at which period, Kundamultipli-
cation method originated? Do sagessupport it?

Theauthor of Prasnamarga presentsVarahahora (Brihat jataka)
and Krishneeyaasauthentictexts. If soitisnot possiblethat hewill
present amethod that is not supported by thesetextsfor the crucial
thing such asrectification of BT. There should be someindication
about thismethod in these textsfor sure, we assume, and start our
search. Wecanfindthat it isthe Brihat jatakaitself providestheidea
of Kundamethod and the samewas presented clearly by Prasnamarga.
| will explain. In Brihat Jatakathereisasoka-

IErRfl Ry Frmirraee Rafer: yeef<eeT

- 9&q SIIas
[FromtheMoon sign (at thetime of conception), when Moonreaches
the‘ Dwirasamsa sign (innata chart) dueto transit (in 20th month of
pregnancy), intheequivalent day or night thebirth will take place]

The word ‘ Dwi-RasasAmsa’ can have two meanings such as
‘Navamsa-Navamsa' and ‘ Navamsa-Dwadasamsa . How?Rasain-
dicate the number Nine (If taken as Nava-Rasas) as per Bhoota
sankhyasystem. Thus‘ Dwi-RasasAmsa means9x9 =81 (Navamsa
Navamsa). If wetake Rasaas Six (asgiven by Madhu-Tikta-K ashaya
AmlaLavanaascons dered whilediscuss ng tastes) then* Dwi-Rasa
canbe2x6=12, and ‘Dwi-Rasa-Amsa 12x 9=108. Notethat in
thefirst meaning derivation‘ Amsa istakentomean‘Divisionof a
sign’ only and in the second it is taken to mean 1/9 th of asign
(Navamsa). Yesthere could be other logical meaning derivationsfor
‘Dwi-Rasa suchas2 x 9= 18 or 6 x 6 = 36, but remember that
adrology isan* Ancient Advice trangmitted tousby the* Guru-Sishya
paramparaand only the meaningsthat are supported by thetradition
inthe given context becomes acceptable. Mere application of logic



can becomemisleading, in traditional ancient advicesand learning
brancheslikeastrology. From the above d okathe only two authentic
meanings derived for theword ‘ Dwi-Rasa-Amsa’ isas9x 9=81
and 12 x 9 = 108. Thusthe above sloka provides ustwo meanings-

1) From the Moon sign at the time of conception, when Moon
reaches theNavamsa-Navamsa sign in natal chart duetotransit (in
10th month of pregnancy), intheequivaent day or night thebirth will
takeplace.

2) From the Moon sign at the time of conception, when Moon
reaches the Navamsa-Dwadasamsa sign in natal chart duetotran-
sit (in 10th month of pregnancy), inthe equivalent day or night the
birthwill take place.

Even though the above d okaappearsin the context of discussion
on Moon at thetime of conception (i.e, neither at thetimeof birth, nor
for Lagna), he permitsusto usethe samein birth timefor Lagnaas
well videthed okas-
friRafefr< Ffoerit Jeen
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[Thesamecanbeappliedlogicdly in Birthtimeaswell] and
-gESolIdsD

[What ever aretold for the conjunction and aspect (Drishti) of Moon,
the same can beappliedto Lagnaaswell]

Thusthe above clueof 81 (Navamsa-Navamsa=9x 9) and 108
(Navamsa-Dwadasamsa=9 x 12) can beused in BT rectification as
well. Thetraditionisalso the same. Textssuch as Dasadyayi clearly
statesand support this. Thusfrom the above dokawederivethetwo
meanings

1) The delivery (birth) could take place when Moon is at the
Navasa-Navamsaof Lgana
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2) The delivery (birth) could take place when Moon is at the
Navasa-Dwadasamsaof Lagna

Itisthefirst of thesetwo derivations, i.e. ‘ The birth could take
placewhenthe Moonisat the Navamsa-Navamsaof Lagna isthe
basefor Kundamuiltiplication method.

Thequestionis- fromwhere Mihiraformed the opinionthat ‘ the
birth could take place when the M oon at thetime of conceptiontran-
sitsthe Navamsa-Navamsa (in the 10th month)’ ?1sthere any sage
support for the same?Yes, thereis. Saunakahorastates-

Taieraien a1 Jfa T ar e
- PiTFERT
[When the moon at thetime of conception, transitsits Navamsaor

Navamsa-Navamsa(in natal chart) the birth will take place (inthe
10th month)]

Thesewords of sage Saunakaformed one of thefoundationsfor
the statement of Mihira (the others are Skanda hora and Brihat
Prgjaptyastatementswhichwewill discusslater). Anyonewhowants
to know more about this can read the Hridyapadha commentry of
Brihgjjatakaby KaikulangaraRamavaryar. Thusit becomesclear that
Kundamultiplicationisamethod formed based on thewordsgivenin
age-old Rishi horas. Thereforeit isabsol utely acceptabl e and appli-
cablefor BT rectification dueto itsauthority based on thewords of
sages, and the clear logical foundation.

3. Navamsa-Dwadasamsa and Birthtime

The concept hereisthat “Multiply the lagna longitude with 108.
The resultant longitude (when the multiples of 21600 min are sub-
tracted from it) should conjunct with the Nakshatra of Natal
Moon or its trine Nakshatras™. In other words, ““if the Navamsa-
Dwadasamsa longitude of Lagna conjunct with the Nakshatra



of Natal Moon or its trine Nakshatras the given BT can be con-
sidered correct (otherwise make the necessary correction)”.

From thediscussion on Brihat Jataka sl oka ‘ aeprersgafeat’ itself
weknow that, Navamsa-Dwadasamsacan a so beused for BT rec-
tification. The statement of Mihirathat ‘ Fromthe Moon sign at the
time of conception, when Moon reaches theNavamsa-Dwadasamsa
signinnatal chart duetotransit (in 10th month of pregnancy), inthe
equivalent day or night the birthwill takeplace’ aso not with out an
Rishi horafoundation. Mihiraprovidesthis statement based onthe
following Brihat Prgjapatyastatement.

MUFpIfclped=l Iled dqUARTS
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[From the M oon’s dwadasamsa number (below 12) at the time of
conception, when the M oon reaches (dueto transit) that much num-
ber of signsfrom Aries, or when the Moon reaches (dueto transit)
that much number of signs, from thesigninwhich Moonisplaced at
conception time, or when the Moon reaches (dueto transit) at the
samesigninwhich Moonisplaced at conception time (inthe 10th
month of pregnancy) the birth could take place. All thesethree possi-
bilities should be considered. Apart from thesethree, the birth could
also take place when the Moon reaches (due to transit) at the
Navamsa-Dwadasamsasign of Moon at thetime of conception (in
the 10th month of pregnancy), then a so the birth could take place.
Theseareal very popular and well-known opinions (of the sages)]

ThisRishi horasloka, present intheancient astrological classic
Brihat Prgjapatya (written by DakshaPrgjapati the student of Skanda
the author of SkandaHora) formed one of the foundationsfor the
statement of Mihira, similar to the Saunaka hora sloka discussed
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earlier. (To know moreabout thisread the Hridyapadhavyakhyaof
Brihat Jatakaby KaikulangaraRamavaryar). Based on Mihirasdi-
rection to replace Moon with Lagna, and apply conceptiontimere-
aultsto BT dsoinalogica way, one of the meaningswe could derive
fromtheabovedokais- “When the Lagna longitude conjuncts with
Navamsa-Dwadasamsa of Moon the birth could take place’; or
in other words at BT if the Navamsa-Dwadasamsa of Lagna
conjunct with the Longitude of Moon, the BT should be treated
as correct.

In short thisis also amethod originated based on the words of
sages, asgivenin Rishi horas. As per thismethod, if we multiply the
Lagna longitude at BT with 108, it should conjunct with the Lon-
gitude of Moon at BT. If we consider the statement - frelvrmoret
s [ Trines should be considered everywhere] - aswell then
meaning becomes, ‘ If we multiply the Lagna longitude at BT with
108 it should conjunct with the Longitude of Moon at BT or its
trines’. Notethat thisispopular opinion regarding thesame, andisa
method well-supported by traditional commentariesand the astro-
logical tradition (Guru-Sishyaparampara).

Thusthismethod derivesitsenergy, power and authority from Rishi
horas, traditional commentaries, theparamparasand logic. | think there
isno need to emphasi stheimportance of Navamsa-Dwadasamsaas
indicated by thenumber 108. It isthe number of Navamsaspresentin
the zodiac circle; 108 times Moon’sdiameter isthe distance from
Moonto Earth; 108 times Earth’sdiameter isthe distancefrom Earth
to Sun; 108timesEarth diameter isthediameter of Sun; 108 Nakshatra
padadivisionsof zodiac becamethefoundation for the creation of the
Rasichakra(Zodiac/Ecliptic cirde) itsdf taking themid-point of Rohini
(the Nakshatraof Brahma, the creator; 46° 40), and thefiducid point
at 240 degreein Moola Star (Theroot; the center of Milky way gal-
axy; 240°) asthe basefor sign and Nakshatradivisions. Thisnumber
108isinherent in, and isvery important, in the rhythm of the solar



system; and the study of the time and space divisions based onthe
same, asper ancient indian astrol ogy.

Demeritsof Navamsa-Dwadasamsa method

1) The navamsa-dwadasamsa hel ps usto make a correction, a
maximum of upto 2 minutesonly. Thisisclarified below-

Thetimetakenfor onerotation of the Navamsa-Dwadasamsa
= 360/108 = 3° -20!

If weaccept that the birth could take placein thetrine Nakshatras
aswell, then-

The duration between two births = 1°- 6- 40!
That isthe difference between any two such points=4min 26 sec

Thusthe maximum correction we can makewould behaf of it, i.e.
2 min 13 sec =2 min approx.

Thismuch minor correction won't beenoughinmost Stuations, as
we know by now that at |east an error of 3 minutesor moreiscom-
monfor any given BT.

4.Var ga Chatushtaya method and birth time

The concept hereisthat “Multiply the lagna longitude with 9,
12, 81 and 108 respectively. The resultant longitude (when the
multiples of 21600 min are subtracted from it) should conjunct
with the Nakshatra of Natal Moon or its trine Nakshatras”. In
other words, “When the Lagna longitude is multiplied with 9, 12,
81 and 108 respectively (and the multiples of 21600 min are sub-
tracted from it), If more than one of such resultant longitudes
conjunct with the Nakshatra of Natal Moon or its trine Nakshatras
the given BT can be considered correct (otherwise make the nec-
essary correction)”.

Thismethod istakesinto consideration al themethodsreflectedin
the prior discussed Saunakahorad okaand Brihat Prgjapatya s oka,
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that could beused for BT rectification. The new term used to denote
thisis‘ VargaChatushtaya , meaning 4 multiples. That is, themeaning
of thewords' Varga Chatushtayarectification method' isthat ‘Method
torectify theBT considering the4 important multiples . Thefour im-
portant multiplesconsidered hereare-

1) LagnaNavamsa= Lagnalongitudex 9

2) LagnaNavamsa-Navamsa= Lagnalongitudex 81

3) LagnaDwadasamsa= Lagnalongitudex 12

4) LagnaNavamsa-Dwadasamsa= Lagnalongitudex 108

Notethat the prior discussed * Kundamultiplication method” and
‘Navamsa-Dwadasamsamultiplication method’ areall inherent with
inthis. Thisseemsto make this method more authentic than those
approaches. Further asweknow from the earlier mentioned Saunaka
Horaand Brihat Prajapatya slokas, the method isauthentic, asthe
multiplesusedfor BT rectification arewel | supported by sages.

Weknow for surethat usualy itisimpossiblefor all the 9-12-81 -
108 multiplesto conjunct with the M oon longitudeor itstrines. Thus
the method advice usthat, only because any one of these multiples
doesnot conjunct with thelongitude of Moon, thegiven BT should
not betreated aswrong. If at least 2 of them conjunct withthelongi-
tude of Moonthegiven BT should betreated ascorrect. If not make
the necessary adjustmentsin BT to accomplishthe same.

We can accept that thismethod is sage supported, but the ques-
tionisdid any later day scholars clearly mentioned this as an ap-
proachto beusedin BT rectification?Yes, of course. Not only the
later day scholarslikethe author of Prasnaratnaand Prasnamarga
mention them, but eventhefirst book of predictive astrology Skanda
hora (Jyotishmati Upanishad) support thesame! The Prasnaratnaquote
isgiven below-
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[(Out of the4 Vargasto be used) ThefirstisNavamsa, and the sec-
ond isNava-Navamsa. The other two are Navamsa-Dwadasamsa
and Dwadasamsa. By the use of these 4 multiplesone should think
about therelation (between Lagnaand Moon at BT)]

Thiswasthe ancient method followed at thetime of Sages, far
back even at the period of SkandaHora. Eventhe available Skanda

horad okas provides proof for the same. After discussing two of these
methods, SkandaHorastates-

UM 8T BourRad glafd Tl
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[Therearemany methodsused for BT rectification. | have mentioned

only two of them. Let the sages know the other two by their own
meditation about the subject]

Thusit becomesclear that only these 4 multiplesare accepted by
Skandafor BT rectification. SkandaHoradirectsusto use only the
Varga Chatushtaya method for BT rectification. Sagetold Brihat
Saunakahoraafter discussing these4 multiplesand their usein BT
rectification, tellsus-

3¢ & wgeaem wd fafs et
[If 2 or more of these multiplesindicatesaparticular BT, accept the

sameascorrect BT (or make the necessary correctioninthegiven
BT to accomplishthesame)]

L et usunderstand the Varga Chatushtayamethod with better clar-
ity. The statementsinvolved are-
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1) TheNavamsalongitude of Lagna(Lagnalongitudex 9) should
fal intheMoon Nakshatraor itstrines.

2) TheNavamsa-Navamsalongitude of Lagna(Lagnalongitudex
81) shouldfall intheMoon Nakshatraor itstrines.

3) The Dwadasamsalongitude of Lagna(Lagnalongitudex 12)
shouldfall inthe Moon Nakshatraor itstrines.

4) The Navamsa-Dwadasamsalongitude of Lagna(Lagnalongi-
tude x 108) should fall inthe Moon Nakshatraor itstrines.

Out thesefour if two or more statements becomestrue, then the
given BT can beaccepted as correct. If not make the necessary ad-
justmentsinthegiven BT to makethishappen. Therectified BT that
reflect arhythmic relation between Lagnalongitudeand Mooninthis
way only should betrested asthe correct BT. Thistheory istermed
‘VargaChatushtaya Sidhanta' .

Even though the age old text like Skanda hora support the use of
only VargaChatushtayamethod for BT rectification, thecurrent tradi-
tion followed by old astrologers use Panchatatva method, Varga
Chatushtayamethod and Gulikamethod together for BT rectification.
| am al so of the sameopinion, sinceall these 3 methods seemsto be
well founded in logic and is supported by authentic quotes, and
parampara. Astrologers must have started marking Gulikaishoro-
scopeskeeping the practical purposeof BT rectificationinmind. We
will discusstherelation between Gulikaand BT later.

Demeritsof Varga Chatushtaya method

1) The common demerits of Navamsa-Navamsaand Navamsa-
Dwadasamsamethods appliesto Varga Chatushtayamethod aswell
toan extend.
Navamsa-Navamsa= Demands correction of 2 min57.5 sec max.
Navamsa-Dwadasamsa= Demands correction of 2 min 13 sec max.



Theseareminor corrections. But on the other hand multiplication
by 9 or 12 demands huge correction! For example-

Thetimetaken for onerotation of the Navamsa= 360/9 = 40°

If we accept that the birth could take placeinthetrine Nakshatras
aswell, then-

Theduration between two births = 13°- 20

That isthe difference between any two such points=53 min 20
SeC

Thusthe maximum correction we can makewould behaf of it, i.e.
26 min 40 sec. Thus-

Navamsa= Demands correction of 26 min 40 sec max.
Similarly for Dwadasamsa

Thetimetaken for onerotation of the Dwadasamsa

= 360/12 = 30°

If weaccept that the birth could take placein thetrine Nakshatras
aswell, then-

Theduration between two births=10°
That isthedifference between any two such points=40min

Thusthe maximum correction we can makewould behaf of it, i.e.
20min. Thus

Dwadasamsa= Demands correction of 20 min max.
Ontabulating all thefour, weget -

*Navamsa-Navamsa= Demands correction of 2 min 57.5 sec max.
*Navamsa-Dwadasamsa= Demands correction of 2 min 13 sec max.
*Navamsa= Demands correction of 26 min 40 sec max.

* Dwadasamsa= Demands correction of 20 min max.
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Notethe huge difference of correction demandsby thefirst two
and thelast two methods. If the astrologer isforced to depend on any
of thelasttwo (i.e. if theerror ingiven BT isbig, and if thenativeisnot
sure about the accuracy of thegiven BT) then theastrol oger issureto
bein confusion, sincethere could be several momentsin between
prior to the 20 min correctionitself, where the Navamsa-Navamsa
longitude and Navamsa-Dwadasamsalongitude can conjunct and
provideapossi blerhythmic combination. Thustheinherent advice of
thissystemisto “Note the BT accurately as far as possible, and
apply the least amount of correction on given BT, only to make it
rhythmic with the position of Moon™. Or in other words ““Do BT
rectification, but dont try to do too much correction; Dear as-
trologer, know your limitations and limit your efforts™! Yes, this
adviceistruly valuablefor any sincereastrologer. That is, if thegiven
BT istoowage, raise your handsand say, “1 don’t think my efforts
would befruitful tothefullest extend, but yes| will try, but can’'t give
any assurancethat thetime| derived would be correct to thefullest
extend, because there could betoo many possibilities; but yes, the
time| derivewould be arhythmic moment that allowsabirth”.

Theinherent advicethismethod provides seemsto bemorevalu-
ablethan any other method. Considering thefact that, thismethod is
well supported even by the most ancient, and the most authentic text
onastrology, i.e. SkandaHora (Jyotishmati Upanishad), | prefer this
method of BT rectification asthemost authentic and sincereone. Yes,
thismethod does not have much demeritsand even the assumed de-
merit hasapositive connotation of giving avaluable and sincere ad-
vice.

5. Gulika and birth time

The concept hereisthat “For correct BT the Lagna sign will be
in the trines of Gulika or Gulika Navamsa™. In other words, *“if
the Lagna is in the trine of Gulika or the trine of Gulika navamsa,
then the BT can be treated as correct (otherwise correct the BT
accordingly using Varga Chatushtaya method)”’.



Therelation between Gulikaand Lagnalongitudeat BT demands
adetailed discussion. Somearguethat Gulikaand Mandi isone, and
somesay that they aredifferent, somewonder why astrologerscon-
Sder thismomentary influencethismuchimportant.

Asclarified earlier through adetail ed discussion in the section on
rhythm of the day, the Gulikawe consider hereisone different from
Mandi and isthe starting point of the Yamaof Saturn. Astrologers
believeare ation should be present between Gulikaand Lagnafor the
birthto take place. Thisconcept isfundamentally similar to the belief
inair tatvarise. Saturnistheindicator of Air tatva; thusarelation
between the starting moment of Saturn’syamaand the BT indicates
that themoment is proper for the birth to take place. L et usseewhat
thetextshaveto say about the possibl e rel ation between thisstarting
point of theYamaof Saturn (Gulika) and BT.

THPIE TfSHIABIVETT HI—RIfHvR: Tiga ||
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[ Thelagnalongitude determination ispossible considering thetrine
longitudesof Gulika; Apart from thisthe Varga Chatushtayamethod
a so should be considered]

Therearemany other referencestoo that support theimportance
of Gulika and Varga Chatushtaya in correct BT determination.
Prasnasamgrhastates-
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[The placement of Gulika in the trines of Lagna or the Varga
Chatushtayarelation (between the Lagnaand Moon) helpsusinen-
suring that thelagnalongitude (and thusthegiven BT) iscorrect. (IT is
certainthat the Lagnalongitude should have somerdation with Gulika
Therefore, theastrologer should know that -) Thesigninwhich Gulika
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isplaced, of thesigninwhich GulikaNavamsaisplaced or thetrines
of thesetwo can bethe Lagna(If not makethe necessary adjustment
ingiven BT to accomplishthesame)]

There are many more statementswith the same meaning. Someof
them aregiven below-

Tfoses Brepiord a1 =1 ETEEiet anl|

- SIAHUIRRSIId
[Thesigninwhich Gulikaisplaced anditstrinesor thesigninwhich
Gulikanavamsafalsanditstrinescould be Lagna]

Thepurposeof Gulikaisto help usensurethat the Lagnalongitude
iscorrect. Since the statement - frlvrmor w1dsRiss [ Trines should
be considered everywhere] - isapplicable everywhereitisnot even
necessary to mention that trines should be considered. Therefore
Prasnasara states-

TfeseRrFRER Sd FRevR gl

- UTAR
[Tell without doubt that thebirth will take placeinthesigninwhich
Gulikaor Gulikanavamsaisplaced]

Notethat boldnesswith the author of Prasnasarastates about the
relation between Lagna and Gulikal Parasara is written by
Madhavacharya- onedifferent from theauthor of Madhaveeya- lived
prior to theauthor of Prasnamarga. Being atext better ancient than
Prasnamargaand the representative of an authentic eraof astrology
thesewordsarevaluable.

Thetextsindicated that at |east the sign should match for sure.
Phal adeepika, another authentic text of astrology states-
o gef<y Tfosepivre ARMBIVII
- BeldU®
[TheLagnashould beinthesigninwhich Gulikaor Gulikanavamsais
placed or itstrines]



ThusLagnalongitudewould be, inthetrinesof Gulikaor Gulika
Navamsa. Thusthepossibilitiesare-

Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitude
Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitude + 120 deg.
Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitude + 240 deg.
Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitudex 9
Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitudex 9+ 120 deg
Lagnalongitude= Gulikalongitudex 9 + 240 deg

For that day or night the Lagnawould be (and should be) one of
these6 signsallowed!

If al thesetextsare of the same opinionin emphasizing theimpor-
tance of Gulika, canwe neglect thismethod?No, wecan't. Eventhen
wemay fed abit rel uctant to accept thistheory, since Gulikaisafixed
point throughout aday or night and forcing the presence of Gulikain
thetrinesof Gulikaor Gulikanavamsawill limit thepossibility of birth
to agreat extend. Therefore, even though all thesetextsare of the
same opinion about the Gulikaand Lagnarelationship, | anabit re-
luctant to accept it asatrue possibility (because many of the horo-
scopesavailablewith medoesnot fulfill thiscondition). In short, even
though | know that many textsemphasisthismethod, | am <till doubt-
ful about the acceptability of thishypothess.

Itisnot only thetheory but alsotallying with theactual experience
that makesthe astrological theories acceptable. Therefor test this
hypothesisthoroughly in the horoscopesin which you know for sure
that the BT isaccurate. After that if you find it acceptable, start apply-
ing it for “Verifying the accuracy of given BT’. Sincethetextsdoes
not mentionthat it can beused for BT rectification, please don’'t de-
mand that thelongitude of Lagnashouldtally exactly withthe Gulika
or Gulikanavamsalongitudeor itstrines. It isan open areafor astro-
logical research. Know that the definitionto beused hereis, ‘the start-
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ing point of theYamaof Saturnistermed Gulika . Test thishypothesis
thoroughly in horoscopesfor which you are certain about the BT.
After that either accept thishypothesisor rgect it accordingly.

Itisdueto thisimportance of Gulikain ‘verifying the accuracy of
BT (given or rectified)’ that Gulikabecame important and the as-
trologers started marking Gulikain the horoscopes. The position of
Gulikaand Gulikanavamsais supposed to hel p the astrol oger in veri-
fying whether the given horoscopeiscorrect.

Demeritsof Gulikamethod

1) Itisnot abirth rectification method, but only aL agnaverifica-
tion method, which may help to ensure that the given natal chart, or
given/rectified BT iscorrect.

2) Theactual results (horoscopes at hand) doesnot seemtotally
fully withthehypothesis.

3) Logically the method does not seem to be acceptable, since
Gulikaisafixed point for day and night and accepting thiswill limit the
possiblebirth timesto agreat extend, which doesnot seemtotally
withthefacts. [But till thisisan open areafor research]

L ooking back

Eventhough five methodsthat are popularly accepted for BT rec-
tification is discussed above, since the Kunda and Navamsa-
Dwadasamsamethod falswithinVargaChatushtayamethod, themgor
methodsthat can be used for BT rectification discussed till now are
threeonly. They are-

1. Panchatatvamethod (for BT rectification)
2. VargaChatushtayamethod (for BT rectification)
3. Veification of Lagnausing Gulika(for verification only)

Apart from abovethreethereare many moremethodsavailable
asmentioned in ancient texts, but those methods does not sharethis



much popularity or support from guru-sishyaparamparas. Therefore
themgjor part of thisarticleon BT rectification method should treated
ascompleteby thismuchitsdlf.

But till, sincethe sincerestudents of astrology would alwayswish
to have and ideaabout thewider perspectiveand possibilities, let us
discusssomeof the other methodsaswell, quoting therelevant dokas.
Some of those methods are for BT rectification and somefor BT
verification, asmentioned earlier.

6. Longitude of Sun and birth time

The concept hereisthat “There should be a relation between
Lagna longitude and Sun’s longitude at BT. That is,

1) (degree-min portion of lagnalongitude x 3)/50 + LagnaSign
number = longitudeof sunor itstrines.

2) (degree-min portion of lagnalongitude + degree-min portion of
Moon'slongitude) x 9 = Navamsalongitude of sun or itstrines.

The astrologers who depend on this method, derives this
method from a Prasnamarga sloka™. 1 will discussthismethodin
detail withtherelevant quote.

Someastrologersare of the opinionthat we can cal culatethe Sun’s
longitudeat birthtimefrom Lagnalongitudeat BT itself. Toderivethis
method they depend on a Prasna Samgraha quote, included in
Prasnamarga. Actually the quote dealswith the determination of BT
from Prasnachart; whichthey interpret inadifferent way to derivethe
above method. The quoteisgiven below-
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[Method -1: Takethelagnalongitude at thetime of query. Keep the
sign part of thislongitude aside and consider only the Degreesand
minutes. Convert it to minutes. Multiply thisnumber with 3and divide
by 50. Convert the result back to longitude. Add the sign portion of
lagnalongitudetothisresult. If the sign portion of theresultant longi-
tudeismorethan 12, subtract 12 fromit. Theresultant |ongitude could
bethesun’slongitudeat BT. Using thislongitude of Sunwecanfind
the date and time at which the birth would take place. Method -2:
Multiply thelagnalongitudeat query timewith 108. Thiscould bethe
longitude of Sun at birthtime. Method -3: Takethelagnalongitude at
thetime of query. Keep thesign part of thislongitude asideand con-
sider only the Degrees and minutes. Do the samefor longitude of
Moon. Add the Degree-Min portion of Lagnalongitudeand Moon's
longitudeat query time. Multiply theresultant longitudewith 9. This
could be navamsalongitude of Sun at birthtime] Theinterpreters of
thisslokatellsusthat since‘ thetrines could be considered every-
where’ theseresultant longitude could beeither thelongitude of sunat
BT oritstrines.

Asper Prasnamargaout of the many methods availablefor deter-
mining longitudeof Sunfromthelagnalongitudeat query time, theone
that suit thenatural possibility (i.e. at the 10th month of pregnancy)
should betaken. Threemethodsfor determining BT from query time
isgivenintheabovedoka

Some astrologers argue that these methods can be used for BT
rectification aswell. As per them, when used for BT rectification, in-
stead of lagnalongitudeat query time, lagnalongitudeat BT should be
considered.

Notethat the second method (i.e. lagnalongitudex 108) isnothing
but Navamsa-Dwadasamsa method itself. But as per Navamsa-
Dwadasamsamethod the

lagnalongitudex 108 = Moon'slongitudeat BT (or itstrines)



But as per the above sloka-
lagnalongitudex 108 = Sun’slongitudeat BT (or itstrines)

Possibly because of the above contradiction, even the supporters
of these methods, consider only thefirst and third method for BT
rectification. Thusasper their opinion-

1) Takethelagnalongitude at thetime of birth. Keep thesign part
of thislongitude aside and consider only the Degrees and minutes.
Convert it to minutes. Multiply thisnumber with 3 and divide by 50.
Convert theresult back to longitude. Add the sign portion of lagna
longitudetothisresult. If the sign portion of theresultant longitudeis
morethan 12, subtract 12 fromit. Theresultant longitude could bethe
sun’slongitudeat BT. Thustheformulais-

(Degree-Min of lagnalongitude x 3)/50 + Lagna Sign number =
longitudeof sunor itstrines.

2) Takethelagnalongitudeat thetimeof birth. Keepthesign part
of thislongitude asideand consider only the Degreesand minutes. Do
thesamefor longitude of Moon. Add the Degree-Min portion of Lagna
longitude and Moon’slongitude at query time. Multiply theresultant
longitudewith 9. Thiscould benavamsalongitude of Sunat birthtime.
Thustheformulais-

(Degree-min portion of lagnalongitude + Degree-min portion of
Moon'slongitude) x 9 = navamsalongitude of sunor itstrines.

If these methodsdo not providethe Sun’slongitudeat BT, neces-
sary correction should be donein BT, so that the same could be
achieved. | don’t know to what extend these methods are accept-
able, especially inlight of the disagreement indicated for the second
method mentionedin above d okawith navamsa-dwadasamsamethod.
But still it should be accepted that thisis one of the mathematical
methods that could be used for BT rectification. Let the research
minded; test theacceptability of thismethod, based on chartsfor which
BT isamost accurately known.

Demeritsof Sun’slongitude method
1) Sage support for thismethod isdoubtful.

2) One of the methods discussed in the sloka contradicts with
navamsa-dwadasamsamethod.

7. Khati-Vikhati at birth time and BT rectification

The concept hereisthat “The Khati-vikhati at BT should have
a relation with the Moon’s longitude at BT. The formula is-

Remainder of (BT vikhati x 4)/9 x 60 =Moon’slongitudeor its
trines.

Uttarakalamrita by Ganaka Kalidasa supports this method™.

A method for rectifying the BT based on K hati-Vikhati of birthis
giveninUttarakaamrita. Thesameisgiven below-

TSl RAfSSr Fapr JEicaE<e-
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[Convert the Khati-vikhati at birthtimeintovikhati. Multiply there-
sult with 4 and divide by 9. Take the remainder and convert it to
vikhati. Now start counting from Aswini Nakshatraand the result
should givethebirth star (NakshatrainwhichMoonisposited at BT)
of thenative.(If thisdoes not happen make the necessary adjustment
inBT tomakeit happen)] Theformulais-

Remainder of (BT vikhati x 4)/9 x 60 =Moon’slongitudeor its
trines.

Thisdokaasotriestoreate BT and Moon’slongitude. The maxi-
mum correction possibleisfor 9/2 =4.5 Nakshatraonly. Since, one
vikhati = 24 seconds, the maximum correctionwecandois, 4.5x 24
=108 seconds= 1 min 48 seconds.



Demeritsof K hati-vikhati method

1) It helpsusto do acorrection of maximum 1 min 48 seconds
only.

2) Thetheoretical foundation and the sage support of thismethod
isnot clear

3) No other texts support this method
8. Week day of birth and BT rectification

The concept hereisthat “The Khati-vikhati at BT should indi-
cate the weekday of birth. The formula is- Take the remainder of
(BT vikhati x 3)/7 = Weekday of birth (when counted from Sun-
day)”.

Someastrologersarguethat the K hati-vikhati at birth should indi-
catetheweekday of birth aswell. They adviceusto multiply theKati-
vikhati at birthtimewith 3and divideby 7. Count theremainder from
Sunday onwardsand it should give theweekday of birth of thenative.
If it does not match makethe necessary correctionin BT to makeit
happen. Thustheformulais-

Taketheremainder of (BT vikhati x 3)/7 =Weekday of birth (when
counted from Sunday)

Asper thismethod, theastrologer should be abletotell theweek-
day of birthfromtheKhati-vikhati of birthtimeitself. If theweekday
determined thus, does not match with the actual weekday of birth,
makethe necessary correction to makeit happen. The maximum cor-
rection we can makeusing thismethodis, 7/2=3.5vikhati = 3.5x 24
sec = 72 seconds =1 min 12 seconds.

Demeritsof weekday method

1) It helpsusto do acorrection of maximum 1 min 12 seconds
only.

2) Neither thetheoretical nor logical foundation of thismethodis
Clear.

3) Thereisnotextual or sage support for thismethod
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9. Sookshma L agnaand BT rectification

The concept hereisthat ““If we multiply the lagna longitude at
BT with 972, the resultant longitude should be the longitude of
Moon at BT or its trines. The formula is- Lagna longitude x 972
= Moon’s longitude or its trines. Saravali and Brihat Jataka sup-
ports this method”.

Thisisamethod interpreted based on the d oka ‘ eRcreRE e
(Hora- Iti-Ahoratra-Vikal pam-Eke) present in Brihat Jataka. If we
add thedigitsindicated by theword‘ Ahoratra’ asper KTPY nota-
tion, weget, 8+2+2=12. Asper KTPY notation ' Iti” means60. Thus
it meansthat ‘ Ahoratra is60 Khati. If wedividethis60with 12, we
get 5Khati, whichisthe average span of asign. Ondividingthisinto
4weget 1.25 Khati. Dividethisby 9, and we get Sookshmahora,
whichis8vikhati and 2 Prana. Thisisalso known as‘ Ratnadana
(Ratna=02; Dana=08) as per KTPY notation. Thus 08 Vikhati -02
Pranaisthe span of sub sign or Sookshmahora. All these are elabo-
rately described in Madhaveeyam Prasnasaraof 14th century.

Further,

1/9th of asign=Navamsa

1/12 th of Navamsa= Navamsa-Dwadasamsa

1/9 th of Navamsa-Dwadasamsa= SookshmaHora

SookshmaHoraisalso known as Sookshmal agna. Thuswe get
thenumber 1x 9x 12x 9=972. That isthere could be 972 Sookshma
lagnawithintheRasichakra

Scholars like Madhavacharya and Puliyoor purushottaman
nambootiri tellsus about this, asaderivation that could be drawn
fromthe‘Horetyahoratravikal pameke dokaof Brihat Jataka Could
it beameaning Mihiraactually intended to convey? Don’t know. But
still asameaning supported by even Saravali (which could betermed
an elaboration of conceptslaid down by Mihira) we should accept
that the systemisauthentic. The Saravali quoteisgiven bel ow-



- ARMEfT
The Sanskrit meaning derivation of theabove dokaisgiven below-
FPreregeueri forami femrafy =#ar - 30 X 30 + 72 = 972. ur dw=r
TR SRR Ao - 24 X 72 = 1728 + 72 = 1800.
[The 972 Chooda pada (Sookshma Lagna) completes a 1800 minutes of the
zodiac circle in one rotation] The words Chooda pada, Sookshma Hora and
Sookshma Lagna are synonymous.

Some astrologers argue that the sameisamethod givenfor BT
rectification. Thereare someKeraatexts (in Malayalamlanguage),
like Madhaveeyam Prasnasaraof 14th century, that tellsusthat if we
multiply thelagnalongitudewith 972 it should give thelongitude of
Moonor itstrine Nakshatrasat BT. Thusclearly stated -

Lagnalongitudex 972 =Moon’'slongitudeat BT or itstrines.

Thismethod helps usin doing amaximum correction of 32 sec-
ondsonly.

Demeritsof Sookshma L agnamethod

1) It helps usto do acorrection of maximum 32 seconds only.
Mere 32 seconds correction isnot of much usein practica situations.

2) Neither Brihat Jatakanor Saravali clearly statesthat the same
canbeused for BT rectification (even though Prasnasarastatesthat)

3) Theauthentic nature of thismethod isdoubtful .

10. Nadi Astrology and BT rectification

Severd agtrologersareof theopinion that, what ever bethemethod
followed by Nadi astrol ogy, those methodswhich helpsevento de-
rivethe name of the native accurately should be considered accept-
ablein BT rectification. Nadi astrology followsthesystem of dividing
thezodiac into Nadyamsasand deriving theresultsbased onthe same.
The clear understanding about the resultsthat should beattributed to

36

each Nadyamsahelpsin determining thelagnalongitude accurately.
Nadi astrologersare of the opinion that, without having aclear under-
standing about theresultsthat should beattributed to each Nadyamsa
itisimpossibleto determinethe Lagnalongitude accurately. Or in
other wordsif only we gain clear understanding about theresultsthat
should be attributed to each Nadyamsaas per Nadi astrology, we
would beableto derivethe correct lagnalongitude! Thusthe path of
Nadi astrology in birth rectification and prediction ismuch different
fromthe path followed by thetraditional system of ancientindian as-
trology. Thetextslike* Chandrakalanadi’ speaks clearly about the
conviction of Nadi astrology about BT rectification asfollows-

TETGARER TRRRI e AvRE
3R I YAl IS T Borial | |

- TEDHAMIS
[Without knowing the results that should be attributed to each
Nadyamsaitisimpossibleto determinethelagnalongitudeaccurately.

If somebody triesto do that, the words of sageswill not fructify, in
such case]

For clear and correct prediction the knowledge of exact lagnalon-
gitudeisnecessary. Without having achart with correct |lagnalongi-
tude, if wetry to predict the derived resultsmay gowrong. If thisis
possible, how canweensurethat thelagnalongitudeisaccurate? The
adviceof ChandrakaaNadi isthat, “ Get aclear understanding about
theresultsthat should beattributed to each Nadyamsa. That will help
youindetermining the correct lagnalongitude’.

Chandrakalanadi divides each signinto 150 Nadyamsas and
each Nadyamsainto Purvaand Uttarabhaga. Thusthetotal number
of amsaswill become 300 in number. If we consider approximately 2
hoursinasign, then theindividually identifiable part that could be
considered for prediction will have aspan of, (2x 60 x 60)/(150 x 2)
= 24 seconds. That means, thefollowersof ChandrakalaNadi was
ableto determinethebirth timewithout an error of even 24 seconds!



A clear understanding of such Nadyamsabased prediction system
can providearectified BT accurate up to seconds! If such accuracy
was possiblein ancient past, we should try to regain that accuracy
andthetheoretica foundation of thisage-old system of astrology through
hard efforts. Otherwisethe criticismsagainst astrology will stay for
long. If wewant toregainthelost glory of ancient astrological system
anditsfoundationsthe possibleguidance path to accomplishthesame
may comefrom Nadi astrology itself. Thereforethe detailed study of
availableNadi literature, isapath to berevered and valued always.
Till wegain aclear cut root map to regain thelost glory of astrology
fromthe scrutiny of availablenadi literature, let uspursuethe current
path of systematically anadyzing theavailableasirologicdl literature.

The concept that we should try to derivetheresultsthat should be
attributed to not only each degree but al so each minute, not uniqueto
thenadi literature. Even theastrol ogy asproposed by non-vedic seers
tellsusthe same. For example, Spujidwagayevaneswarahoraof Asura
stream of astrology states-

vty A(sn)erew ffder ferg 3 d(en)ft Far=m
A(31)Br e A Frar T & o (er)guarefiar

- TPTEETST TTAER BRI
[30 degreesof each signisequal to 1800 minutes. Every minute of
thisdivision (of zodiac circleand sign) hastheir own quality and na-

ture. Every true seeker of astrology should try to know theresultsthat
should beattributed to each of theseminutedivisions]

Thisisastatement that isfound in Sphujidwajahoraof AD 270
written by Sphujidwajaaking who ruled today’s Gujarat (Zourashtra)
region and followed theAsurastream of astrology astaught by Sage
Yavaneswara. Yavanameansnon-vedic civilizationwhichisthe st/
Gnostic but does not follow the vedic path. Yavanaisatermthat is
usually attributed every such civilizationsincluding Harappans. The
ancient namefor Harappawas Me uhhaand from the sameonly the
term Mlechhaoriginated. Yavanaswere Ml echhas, meaning thestream
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of Yavanaastrology isastrology asfollowed by the Harappans, Asura
peoplewho worshiped Mitra, Varuna, Svaand Ahurmazda. After the
period of Zorashtrar in BC 1500 many of them from the current day
Afghanistan, Iran region settled in Gujarat that ishow Gujarat cameto
be known as Zourashtra. Sphujidwajawasaking of thisAsuralin-
eage, who valued Siva, Brahma, Mitra, Varuna, Azhur Medha(Ahur
Mazda) etc and considered Adharva, Avaste etc astheir sacred texts.
ThisistheAgamatradition of astrology; asevident fromthefact that
thesetextsof Yavanastream startsthetexts after worshiping ‘z=fisr=r
I TRE [ Sun (Mitra), the divine embodiment of Siva, reflecting
Past-Present-Future, who isthe true god of Agama culture as de-
picted in Yamaatradition of Agamasystem]. Theastrology aspro-
posed by sageYavanaisof truly indianin natureasitistheknowledge
aspracticed by Agama(Tantric/non-vedic) tradition, aspracticed by
Asuras (people who lived on the other side of Sarasvati; today’s
Gaggar-Hakrariver) including Harappans, whereas Vedic astrol ogy
isof Nigama (Vedic) tradition as practiced by Suras (people who
lived onthissideof Sarasvati; i.e. people of Brahmavarta). Thesigns
such asMesha, texts such as Suryasidhanta, areall contributions of
Asuraculture. Mihiratootellsusthat ‘ Predictiveastrology (asprac-
ticed today) isan Agamasastra , meaning the contribution of Asuras.

Thehigh development of astrology going even up to nadyamsafor
accurate prediction asdepicted in Nadi system of astrology foundin
south India (A placetowhichtheAsuras migrated through the seq),
and Yavanasystem of Gujarat (A placeto which Asuras migrated
through land) reflect the Agamaroot of thisonce perfect prediction
system; which currently remainsand reflectsonly thefaint glory of that

gloriouspast.

Every branch in astrology, statesthat the knowledge of detailed
prediction that should be giveto each Amsaof signisnecessary to
arriveat the correct result. Even though all theseinformationisgood
for creating respect for the past glory of astrology inancient India, the
current state of astrology issuch that we neither have enough texts



that reveal sthe astrological knowledgeto thisextend, nor havethe
astrologerswith that much efficiency to reconstruct the systemtoiits
fullest from the avail able rudimentary knowledge. We are not even
aware of the general rulesthat should be applied to derive results
even uptothat minutedivisons.

The opinion of ‘Chandra kala nadi’ about the knowledge of
Nadyamsaresultsthat should beusedfor BT rectification, eventhough
valuable, isnot practical inthe current situation of lacking eventhe
foundations. Such an understanding of resultsthat should be attrib-
uted to each Nadyamsa, can providesuswith information such asthe
name of the native, and his/her parents etc and then therewon'’t be
any scope for doubt about the accuracy of lagnalongitude. May be
thismethod might be acceptabl e to the astrol ogerswho use the Nadii
textsfor prediction; but for uswho try to reconstruct the system of
ancient indian astrology from the available rudiments, trying to under-
stand itslogical and theoretical foundationsin asystematic way; this
method isuselessin the current scenario.

Demeritsof nadyamsamethod
1) Thecurrent available knowledge about the systemisnot enough
to successfully implement the samefor BT rectification.

2) Thereisno detail ed quote avail able about the same; which clari-
fiesthe method to be used.
11. Pranapada and BT rectification

Thetext ‘ Jyotisharatnakara statesthat, the Pranapada method
given by Parasaracan beused for BT rectification. What isPranapada?
BPHS providesanswer to the same.

SeAMRTHIA I TOTIE R aqli
Wewe Tedipd ferd wfes T aq
RPIGRRA(A)F 9r g5 Ta7 Jqd !l
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TP UNNIRRS deerd o fgstam!
- 980 RER &RT

[Convert thegiventimeinto Vikhatikas and divide the sameby 15.
Theresult should betreated as Rasi-Degree-Minute. Thisshould be
added to sunif sunisinamovablesign, whichwill yield Pranapada. If
thesunisinafixed sign, add 240 degrees additionally andif in dual
sign add 120 degrees. (Remove the multiples of 360 degreesif the
resultismorethan 360 degrees). Thisresultant longitudeisknown as
Pranapada)

Jyotisharatnakarastatesthat the Pranapadawoul d bein thetrines
or 7th of Lagna. And so headvisesusto useit for BT rectification.

But thismethod does not seem to be acceptable asper BPHS, as
evident fromthefollowing quote.

T Ig, f&epivl g € WS UIvIaE dal
I o1 RerRmadeest(sn)f T
U fRId d9q wIq der S=(3n)e &dqll
- 980 RER &RT

[Thebirthwill beauspiciousif Pranapadafallsinthe 2nd, 5th, Sth,
4th, 10th or 11thfromthenatal ascendant. In other houses, Pranapada
indicatesan inauspiciousbirth]

SageParasaragivesustheresultsfor Prangpadainal the 12 houses,
whichindicatesthat Parasaranever suggested that Pranapadawoul d
comeonly inthetrinesof lagnaand 7th. Thusit becomesclear that

thismethod of using Pranapadafor BT rectificationisneither logical,
nor sage supported.

Demeritsof Pranapada method

1) Thisisneither logical nor sage supported.

2) Themethod isattributed to BPHS, but BPHS does not support
itsusefor BT rectification. Onthecontrary theresultsattributed to the

presenceof Pranapadaintheall the 12 housesindicatethat it shouldn’t
beused for BT rectification.



Other methods

Actually thereremain some more methodsto be discussed, such
asuseof Mandi, Trisphutaetc used for BT verification. (I will discuss
these methodslater). Asof now, | think thismuch discussion itself
must have shed enough light on theissue of BT rectification and the
methodsto be adopted or researched and clarified.

Conclusion

Every branch of knowledgein Indiafollowed thehalistic approach
in study. Theeffort to study and determine the exact moment of birth
isno exception to thisrule. Themoment of delivery isessentially re-
lated to and isinfluenced by, thenature and rhythm of theuniverseand
human body, natural period of pregnancy, the health of the mother
and the environment. Thisfundamental understanding wascommon
toAyurveda, Astrology and Vedas. The unique concept put forward
by astrology isthat, under norma conditions, thefina moment of birth
isalso determined by therhythm of the day, asindicated by-

* Riseof Air tatva& Gulika(indicatingAir tatvaitself)
* Rhythmic correl ation between lagnaand Moon
* Rhythmic correlation betweenlagnaand Sun  etc

Themoment indicated by amultitude of these methods, i.e. the
moment of maximum probability will causetheactua birth to take
place. Usingadl theavailableinformation for the practica purpose of
rectifying the BT wasthe method they adopted and supported. The
theoretical foundation that getsrevealed to usin thisstudy isthefact
that they gave muchimportanceto-

1) Rhythm of the day asindicated by rise of Air tatva.

Both the Panchatatvamethod and use of Gulika (son of Saturn;
Saturnsgnifying air tatva) prung from thistheoretical understanding.

2) Rhythmic correlation between Lagnaand Moon
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All themethodsthat triesto correlatelagnaand moon at BT, and
the Khati-vikhati at BT withlagnalongitude sprung from thistheoreti-
ca understanding.

3) Rhythmic correlation between Lagnaand Sun

Thethreemethodsindicated by Prasnamargasprung fromthistheo-
retical understanding.

| havediscussed thevarious BT rectification methodsavailablein
detail spotting their meritsand demeritsso that the study will leedtoa
better understanding of the same and the arguments and confusion
could beminimized regarding theissueof BT rectification. | hopethat
thisstudy will lead to fruitful resultsand better understanding of the
scientific foundationsand practica application of thesame. Only when
agtrology regainsitsancient glory - helping theastrol oger to derivethe
sex of the native, name of the native, names of father and mother of
thenative, Nakshatras of the nativesparentsand children etc fromthe
horoscopeitsdlf with clarity - eventheindividual swho discard astrol-
ogy asapesudo sciencewill start appreciating the usefulness of this
subject. Let ustry to reestablish that ancient glory of astrology, by
systematic study of thissubject, and revealing theuseful information
gained for the benefit of all. Let usbesincereinour effort.

- 000 -
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