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GET IN TOUCH
 We’d love to hear

from you! 

@

P
R

O

U
D

TO SUPP

O
R

T

UK HAND KNITTING

This issue we’re packed with the best 

of summer knitting, starting with our 

wonderful sideways cardigan design 

for those who love unusual construction. 

A sporty striped T-shirt with ribbed 

V-neck for days outdoors is next; our 

sweet border cardigan is fresh from the 

latest Rowan magazine, and you’ll love our 

mellow sunset cardigan for chilly beach 

evenings. We’ve got a bumper selection for 

kids this issue, with a classic colourwork 

yoked jumper, chunky striped baby 

blanket, lion bolster cushion and 

the start of our super knit-along – Ann 

Franklin’s snakes and ladders game; 

it’s incredible! It’s also time to celebrate 

football with a Tea Cosy Folk special, 

and if you’ve a chap to knit for, our men's 

jumper has a winning slip-stitch pattern!

Your summer knitting 
experience starts here with 

our brand new patterns
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with our top value  
digital option!

SUBSCRIBE 
TO YOUR 

FAVOURITE 
MAGAZINE

Turn to 
page 32 to 
subscribe 

today

Kirstie McLeod,  
Editor
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PATTERNS
14 Sideways cardigan

22 Loop-stitch bag

25 Kids' yoked jumper

35 Men's three-colour jumper

39 Beaded headband 

41 Striped T-shirt 

47 Football tea cosy

52 Baby blanket

55 Cropped cardigan

61 Snakes & Ladders KAL

67 Lion bolster cushion

73 Muted sunset cardigan

82 Mini neck scarf

GREAT BUYS  

& FUN PUZZLES

9 Wishlist
Luxury shopping for knitters, featuring the 

newest yarn releases, inspiring patterns, and 

all the essentials you need in between

54  Latest yarns reviewed 
We dive into the latest new yarn launches to 

help you with your next purchase

71  Just for fun puzzles
Challenge your brain with our fun-filled, 

puzzle-packed quizzing page

GOOD READS

& MUCH MORE
7  Our gifts to you this month

Exclusive goodies, unmissable special offers 

and delightful bonus treats, all specially 

selected for you from Simply Knitting

20  Stay in touch
Share your incredible knitting adventures with 

the Simply Knitting team and our community 

of passionate readers

29  Book of the month
Fancy a challenge? Take the mystery out of 

knitting socks with 'The Little Sock Knitting 

Book' by Veronica Hug & Co

32  Subscribe today
Looking for the most budget-friendly way to get 

your hands on your favourite mag? Find it here!

64   Ask the experts
Check out 10 ways our experts can help with 

your knitting niggles, from dye-lot dilemmas to 

stress-free steeking and better button bands

78  How to knit
Beginner or expert, our technical knitting guide 

is filled with all the essentials you need

80  What’s in the next issue…
From chic new knits and eye-catching gifts to 

stunning homewares, get an exclusive peek at 

the fabulous arrivals coming your way soon

82  Stitch of the month
Put your knitting skills to work and effortlessly 

create a trendy skinny scarf in wicker stitch, 

beautifully designed by Sarah Winsper

85  Back issues
Discover the pattern you're after in the 

magazine you love with our handy library  

of recent publications
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Not just a Baby Yarn.

For all our latest patterns & yarns visit www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk For your nearest stockist telephone 01484 848435

Member of the UK Hand Knitting Association

Scan here for all  

our latest patterns

Now in 

29  
colours
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OUR GIFTS TO YOU THIS MONTH!

Brand new knitting 

patterns – exclusive  

to Simply Knitting!

MUST-HAVES NEXT ISSUE!

THIS ISSUE’S 

UNMISSABLE 

TREATS!

 THE BIG PRIZE DRAW

Amazing goodies from KnitPro

ROWAN EXCLUSIVE

Delicate cropped cardigan

BRAND NEW KNIT-ALONG

Snakes and ladders game
CRAFTY PUZZLES

Time to get quizzy

THE LATEST BUYS

Top shopping for knitters
HOT NEW YARNS

Reviewed by experts for you

MORE GREAT PATTERNS

At www.gatheredshop.com

It’s part of our DNA to always bring you gorgeous, brand-new knitting patterns every month! 

We carefully select top designers and dream up projects we know you and your family will 

adore. Whether you’re just starting out or a seasoned stitcher, with hours to spare or just a 

few moments to unwind, there’s something here for everyone. Every pattern is checked (and 

double-checked… and checked again!) so it arrives in the best condition. Plus, we team up 

with leading book publishers to share inspiring pattern extracts from the very latest titles.

Summer brings out the best in all of us, 

especially when we can go outside and 

have some playtime in the garden. Next 

issue we’ve gathered together the best 

kids’ toy patterns that you can easily 

take outside into the sunshine to make 

the most of that Vitamin D! From a cute 

tractor knit, to animal skittles and a sweet 

ladybird noughts and crosses game, there’s 

something in our collection for all ages!

Playful and bursting with 

sweet pastel shades, this 

super-cute tank top by Jane 

Burns makes a truly special 

birthday gift for someone 

you love. Packed with 

charming details, it features 

intarsia colourwork and 

embroidery – perfect for 

knitters ready to take on a 

rewarding challenge.

SimplySimply
only in

 Commisioned each month 

 Knits for all the family

 Triple-checked patterns

MONTH
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Summer toys

pattern book ++

ISSUE 278 OF SIMPLY KNITTING IS ON SALE TUESDAY 9 JUNE

Save the date! 

Silly goose  

tank top

DON’T 
MISS 

THIS!

EXCLUSIVE TO

Simply



Order online:

Phone us: 
Email us:

www.woolwarehouse.co.uk

01926 882818 or 0800 505 3300
hello@woolwarehouse.co.uk

FREE delivery on UK orders over £30

see the all new yarnsmiths yarn on our website:

www.yarnsmiths.co.uk

No minimum order.  FREE delivery on UK orders over £30.    £2.95 delivery charge for  UK orders under £30.   

* Discount code not valid on yarn packs and sale items.

Order online:
Phone us: 

Email us:

www.woolwarehouse.co.uk
01926 882818 or 0800 505 3300

hello@woolwarehouse.co.uk

Get

10%
OFF EVERYTHING!OFF EVERYTHING!

*

Discount code:

SK277

FREE 
DELIVERY
on orders 
over £30
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Simply

loves

Wishlist
Shopping Events  Inspiration  People  Views

CUDDLY CREATURES
Create a whole gang of knitted cuddly 

creatures with this charming pattern 

collection. Clear instructions and 

thoughtful construction make these 

soft toys perfect for little hands, big 

hugs and special handmade gifts. 

www.kingcole.com for stockists

More 
on p12
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` 

…faux Fair Isle baby yarns, a new cotton yarn for summer, 

the joy of embroidered knits, a fun new chunky yarn from 

WAK, and mineral-inspired super soft yarn

What I’m loving…

Embroidered Knits Book

Norwegian designer Diana Loug 

shares 25+ playful embroidery 

motifs to transform knitwear. 

With simple stitches, colour tips 

and guides, this inspiring book 

helps makers refresh, mend and 

personalise knits beautifully. 

£17.99, www.searchpress.com

King Cole Fjord Baby DK

King Cole's new Fjord Baby DK collection features charming baby and toddler knits designed 

to showcase this soft, self-striping yarn. Simple stitches, cosy textures and Scandinavian 

style create practical, durable garments perfect for everyday little adventures.

Patterns £3.10 each, yarn £4.49 for 250m, www.kingcole.com for stockists

We've long been huge fans of Cascade's 

wonderful yarns, from laceweight to 

sportweight, chunky and more. But did 

you know that they also have a huge 

range of great free patterns to inspire you 

to cast on for your nearest and dearest? 

No matter what you're looking to knit, 

we're sure there will be something to 

tempt you to whip out your needles and 

create! We've picked out our favourite 

jumpers and cardigans to spur your mojo. 

Choose from  casual jumpers, lace treats 

and colour masterpieces. Discover more 

at www.cascadeyarns.com

Yarnsmiths Cotton Wonder

Cotton Wonder offers eight versatile colourways inspired by 

the Yarnsmiths' palette. Soft and 100% cotton, it's perfect for 

hats, bags, cardigans, and shawls. From pastel calm to bright 

rainbow, there’s a shade for every project.

£4.80 for 212m, www.woolwarehouse.co.uk

We Are Knitters Yummy Yarn Fine

WAK's new Yummy Yarn Fine offers the same playful softness as The Yummy Yarn in a 

refined chunky-weight blend. With wool warmth, acrylic durability and vibrant shades, it’s 

perfect for cosy sweaters, hats and quick-knit projects. 

£7.90 for 140m, www.weareknitters.co.uk

Scheepjes Stonewashed Minerals XXL

Discover Stone Washed Minerals XXL – a soft, 

variegated cotton-acrylic yarn in 20 vibrant 

shades. Perfect for blankets, garments, toys, 

and accessories, it adds colour, texture, and 

charm to every knit project. 

£4.05 for 75m,  

www.scheepjes.com  

for stockists

Pretty

pastel

treats

PRETTYPatterns

Quick 
to knit 
chunky

SimplySimply

loves

We love

Light, 
soft, and 

lovely
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RICO DESIGN 

PIMA COTTON  

+ CASHMERE

YARN 
OF THE 
MONTH

Soft, luxurious Pima cotton 
blends with cashmere for your 

elegant knitting projects

Meet your new favourite yarn: Rico Pima Cotton 

x Cashmere, the perfect blend of comfort and 

elegance. Combining soft, breathable Pima cotton 

with a touch of luxurious cashmere, this yarn 

drapes beautifully for lightweight garments that feel 

wonderful against the skin. Ideal for both knitting 

and crochet, it delivers smooth, polished results 

every time. Whether creating stylish sweaters, 

delicate accessories, or everyday wear, your 

summer projects will look and feel sophisticated, 

soft, and truly special.

Yarn £12.50 for 170m.  

www.rico-design.de/en for stockists

We love

Dive into soft, cosy baby blankets in bright and 

neutral shades, designed for love, warmth, and play

COSY LITTLE BLANKETS

Wrap little ones in comfort with 'The Every Baby Blanket Collection'. Using the new Rowan Baby  

Cashsoft Worsted yarn, these blanket patterns create soft and cosy knits, perfect for all crafters. Gentle 

textures, playful colourwork, and a mix of calming neutrals and joyful brights make every piece a delight for 

nurseries. With designs from Martin Storey, Georgia Farrell, Chloe Thurlow, and Anna Hull, there’s a blanket 

for every taste, designed for those precious cuddly moments. 

Book £10.50, www.knitrowan.com for stockists

My City, My Stitches
Enjoy relaxed, textured designs inspired by East 

Helsinki’s neighbourhoods and vibrant spirit, where 
knitting meets city life…

Knit  
a little 
luxury

Gifts 
for every 

baby

for

Discover the vibrant streets of East Helsinki with 'My City, My Stitches', a playful 

new collection of 15 relaxed, urban knits by Jenny Ansah. From cosy sweaters and 

cardigans to charming accessories, each design captures the personality of the 

neighbourhood that inspired it. Jenny’s unique perspective brings a fresh,  

texture-rich approach, blending nature-inspired elements with classic stockinette 

stitch. Perfect for home or on-the-go knitting, these patterns suit every pace, 

from quick, satisfying projects to more detailed, everyday wear pieces. Grab your 

needles and let each stitch take you on a colourful journey through the heart of the 

city! Book €31.99, www.lainepublishing.com

Great 
modern 

knits
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Special DK from Stylecraft is 

soft, durable, easy-care, and 

comes in a rainbow of colours 

perfect for little ones. This 

season three new shades 

have been released, inspiring 

playful knitting projects, 

from cosy jumpers to tees 

with neat collars, and classic 

textures. Designed for everyday 

adventures, these garments 

are comfy, practical, and ready 

for hours of fun. Cast on your 

favourite this sumertime.  

Yarn £2.35 for 295m, patterns 

£3.09, www.stylecraft-yarns.

co.uk for stockists

huge cuddles!

A summer  

in cardigans 

You’ve probably heard the phrase “sweater weather,” but when 

spring and summer arrive, it’s all about having a lightweight 

cardigan ready for those cooler evenings. A British summer simply 

isn’t complete without layers, so we’ve been exploring the latest 

knitting pattern designs from DROPS to bring you plenty of 

inspiration. This season’s cardigans feature beautifully light options 

perfect for outdoor cover-ups – each one effortlessly tempting.

Discover them all at www.garnstudio.com

IS IT IN  
YOUR LOCAL  
YARN SHOP?

Times on the high street are challenging 
and local yarn shops need our help. If you 
think any of the items in our Wishlist might 

be sold at your local yarn shop please 
take a browse and support them  

with a purchase. They'll 
be thrilled you did! 

Create soft, huggable friends with  

these lovely King Cole patterns

Small creatures, 

If you love knitting toys, King Cole's 'Cuddly Creatures – Book 1' is packed 

with inspiration. This charming collection features a variety of soft, huggable 

animal friends just waiting to be brought to life with your needles.

Designed to be truly cuddly, the patterns create sturdy, well-shaped toys 

perfect for little hands and plenty of play. Each project includes clear, easy-

to-follow instructions, along with step-by-step guidance for finishing and 

assembly. Ideal for handmade gifts, from baby showers to birthdays, these 

sweet knitted companions are sure to become treasured keepsakes,  

and every one starts with just a few stitches! 

£5.75, www.kingcole.com for stockists

Super 
squishy 

pals

Brand 
new 

shades

Tiny Trendsetters
Explore soft, durable Stylecraft Special DK’s fun new 

colours – they're perfect for children’s garments

Great

patterns 
for kids



Follow your passion, 
explore the world

Use Cruise Collective to match 
your passion to the right cruise

Whatever your interest or hobby, there’s 
a cruise experience you’ll love! We’ve 
curated a whole host of cruises to help 
you choose the right one.

Become a Member for 
free in just two clicks

Sign up to become a Cruise Collective 
Member and immediately gain access 
to discounts on hundreds of cruises 
worldwide from the best in the business.

Use your discount 
and set sail

Find the cruise and cruise line you 
want, get your exclusive discount 
code from us, then redeem it on 
their website at the point of booking.

Join for free today and 
start your next adventure 
at cruise-collective.com

HUGE SAVINGS 

FOR CRUISE 

COLLECTIVE 

MEMBERS

Fabulous Quality, Sensibly Priced. www.cygnetyarns.com Or Call 01274 743374

BOHO SPIRIT
Boho Spirit is a fabulously soft, variegated roving yarn. This incredibly soft and 

versatile yarn results in a soft garment with a beautiful subtle sheen. 

New Boho Spirit Highlights has a delicate, glitter strand wound through each 

ball to add a subtle sparkle to your project.



Subscribe at www.gathered.how/simplyknitting14

You’ll weave a decorative pattern through a sideways knitted  
cardigan when you cast on this pretty Sarah Hatton knit

DIAMOND TRAIL

Page 18

GET  

the
LOOK
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SIDEWAYS CARDIGAN
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SIDEWAYS CARDIGAN

SIDEWAYS CARDIGAN
BODY 
Worked sideways from left to right.

Cast on 233 (233: 233: 263: 263: 263) sts using 4mm needles.

Row 1 (RS) K1, sl1wyib, K1, knit to last 3 sts, K1, sl1wyib, K1.

Row 2 Sl1wyif, P1, sl1wyif, purl to last 3 sts, sl1wyif, P1, sl1wyif.

These 2 rows set i-cord edges which will be worked throughout.

SIZES 12-14, 20-22 AND 24-26 ONLY

Row 1 (RS) Patt 3, knit to last 3 sts, patt 3.

Row 2 Patt 3, work across Row 18 of Chart working 30-st rep - (7: -: 

8: 8: -) times, patt 3.

These 2 rows set Chart placement and i-cord edges.

Work Rows 19 to 24 of Chart as set.

Rep the last 8 rows - (1: -: 0: 1: -) more time(s).

ALL SIZES

Working i-cord edges throughout and working 30-st rep 7 (7: 7: 8: 8:

8) times for each Chart row, work Rows 1 to 24 of Chart a total of 1 

(1: 2: 2: 2: 3) time(s).

Work Rows 1 to 56 of Chart as set.

Next row (RS) Cast off 117 (117: 117: 132: 132: 132) sts for left front 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  West Yorkshire Spinners Elements 

DK (60% lyocell, 40% Falkland 

wool, 50g/112m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■ A pair of 3.25mm needles

■■ A pair of 4mm needles

■■  A 4mm circular needle,  

100-120cm long

■■  A 3.25mm circular needle, 

100-120cm long

■■ Lockable stitch markers

TENSION
22 sts and 31 rows to measure 

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists contact 

West Yorkshire Spinners on 

01535 664500 or visit  

www.wyspinners.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Venetia’s Yarn Shop  

01328 621626  

www.venetiasyarnshop.com

■■  In Stitches 01453 764887, 

www.institchesstroud.co.uk
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edge, knit to end. [116 (116: 116: 131: 131: 131) sts]

Next row Purl to end, cast on 117 (117: 117: 132: 132: 132) sts for 

right front edge. [233 (233: 233: 263: 263: 263) sts]

You will now work the Chart in reverse from top to bottom and cont 

working i-cord edges as set. Work Rows 56 to 1 as set, then work 

only Rows 24 to 1 a total of 1 (1: 2: 2: 2: 3) time(s).

SIZES 12-14, 20-22 AND 24-26 ONLY

Work Rows 24 to 18 of Chart as set.

Next row Patt 3, purl to last 3 sts, patt 3.

Rep these 8 rows - (1: -: 0: 1: -) more time(s).

FOR ALL SIZES 

Row 1 (RS) Patt 3, knit to last 3 sts, patt 3.

Row 2 Patt 3, purl to last 3 sts, patt 3.

Cast off.

SLEEVES (BOTH ALIKE)
Cast on 50 (50: 54: 54: 58: 58) sts using 3.25mm needles.

Row 1 (RS) K2, *P2, K2; rep from * to end.

Row 2 *P2, K2; rep from * to last 2 sts, P2.

These 2 rows set rib.

Work 5cm in rib, ending with WS facing for next row.

Next row (WS) Rib to end, inc 1 st at end of row. 

[51 (51: 55: 55: 59: 59) sts]

Change to 4mm needles.

Beg and ending rows as indicated for your size and working 10-st 

rep 5 times for each Chart row, work Rows 1 to 4 of Chart.

Working inc sts into patt, inc 1 st at each end of next row and 9 (12:

0: 10: 8: 14) foll 8th (6th: -: 4th: 4th: 4th) rows to 71 (77: 57: 77: 77:

10x10cm (4x4in) over Main Pattern 

using 4mm needles 

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79

FRONTS & BACK

"Whatever the seasonal trends, there’s 
always a show of love for summer garments, 

in coral, and this cardigan, with it’s 
diamond texture, is super flattering too!"

KIRSTIE MCLEOD, EDITOR
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SIDEWAYS CARDIGAN

SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. Simply follow our 

colour-coded measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE 8-10 12-14 16-18 20-22 24-26 28-30

TO FIT BUST
cm 81-86 91-97 102-107 112-117 122-127 132-137

in 32-34 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50 52-54

ACTUAL BUST
cm 103 124 134 144.5 155 165

in 401/2 483/4 523/4 57 61 65

LENGTH
cm 52 52 52 59 59 59

in 201/2 201/2 201/2 231/4 231/4 231/4

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 46 46 47 47 48 48

in 18 18 181/2 181/2 19 19

YARN West Yorkshire Spinners Elements DK (50g/112m)

Watermelon (1145) 10 11 12 14 15 16

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP

K on RS; P on WS

P on RS; K on WS

Repeat

1

3

5

51015202530354045

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

27

29

31

33

35

37

39

41

43

45

47

49

51

53

55

2
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6
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10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34
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38
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42

44

46
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50

52

54

56

BODY CHART   

1

3

5

51015

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

Sizes 8-10 & 12-14

Sizes 16-18 & 20-22

Sizes 24-26 & 28-30

SLEEVE CHART  

KEY

HOW TO USE  
OUR CHARTS
Start at the bottom right-hand  

corner. Read right-side rows from  

right to left and wrong-side rows 

from left to right. A row of squares 

represents a row of knitting
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SIDEWAYS CARDIGAN

89) sts, then on every foll 10th (8th: 6th: 6th: 6th: 6th) row to 79 (87:

95: 101: 105: 109) sts.

Cont in patt without shaping until Sleeve meas 46 (46: 47: 47: 48:

48)cm, ending with RS facing for next row.

SHAPE SLEEVE TOP

Cast off 7 (8: 8: 9: 9: 10) sts at beg of next 10 rows. 

[9 (7: 15: 11: 15: 9) sts]

Cast off rem sts.

MAKING UP
NECKBAND

With RS facing and using 3.25mm circular needle, pick up and knit 

140(140: 140: 156: 156: 156) sts up right front edge, PM, pick up and 

knit 140(140: 140: 156: 156: 156) sts down left front edge. 

[280 (280: 280: 312: 312: 312) sts]

Row 1 (WS) K1, *P2, K2; rep from * to last 3 sts, P2, K1.

Row 2 K3, *P2, K2; rep from * to 3 sts before mrk, P1, k2tog, sl mrk, 

k2togtbl, P1, **K2, P2; rep from ** to last 3 sts, K3. [2 sts dec’d]

These 2 rows set rib and back neck decreases.

Work 6 rows, working in K2, P2 rib with decreases as set on every 

RS row. [272 (272: 272: 304: 304: 304) sts]

Cast off in patt. 

FINISHING
Fold work in half and place markers 18 (20: 21.5: 23: 24: 24.5)cm 

down from fold (shoulders) to denote armhole depth. Easing fabric 

to fit, sew in sleeves between markers. Join side and Sleeve seams. 

Weave in ends and block gently to measurements, following any 

yarn care instructions on the ball band. 

Get the look!
Team your knit with  

the latest trends

 A soft  cotton jersey dress is cool  
 and comfortable all summer long  
 Roman, £32

Dainty cream mules add a 
touch of sophistication

New Look £36.99

 Keep the sun from your skin  
 with a wide-brimmed hat   
 Monsoon £29

 When it’s hot a straw bag  
 makes the perfect carry-all   
 M&S, £50

Add a pop of colour with a  
bold bead necklace  
Joe Browns £20



For knitters ready to take their skills further, The Knitter delivers ambitious  
garment patterns, advanced techniques and expert insights in every issue. With 

designs from world-class designers, masterclasses to refine your craft and an 
exclusive pattern booklet included each month.

Save 20% when you subscribe and pay just £37.99 every 6 issues by Direct Debit

Plus receive FREE delivery direct to your door every issue

†UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call package call charges from 
mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9-am-5pm. Terms & conditions: *20% offer is only available to new UK subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. The Direct Debit Guarantee is available 

upon request.Your subscription will start with the next available issue. The Knitter magazine is published 13 times a year. Offer ends 31st December 2026.

 Visit www.ourmediashop.com/TKHA26A
or call call 03330 162 151†

  QUOTE CODE TKHA26A   

Or complete the form opposite and return to the freepost address shown

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

SCAN HERE
PAY ONLINE, IT’S  

QUICK AND SIMPLE!

MASTER THE ART  
OF KNITTING
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Tell me all about what you’ve been doing,  
I love hearing your latest knitting news!

Stay in 
touch!

ANYONE FOR CHESS?
In 2011 your magazine published a 
chess set pattern as a supplement. I 
loved it and planned to make it. The 
yarn I used was King Cole DK, which is 
always nice to use. The knitting itself 
was a bit fiddly, I do recommend that 
anyone making it labels everything! The 
instructions were great though as are all 
Alan Dart patterns. It is hard to say how 
long it took as I had many breaks due to 
ill health, but I would say about a month 
if I compacted it. Just over many years! 
I’m glad I put it in a box, it makes the 
whole thing complete.

Cate Brassington 
This is one of my favourite Alan Dart 

patterns! I love that it can be used to 

create fun memories. It looks great, 

Cate. What a fabulous achievement!
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STAR LETTER

TWO-DAY KNIT
I recently finished this headscarf from Issue 

227. I used Salvage yarn from Knit Picks. It 

took me two days to knit because I was so 

excited about how it was looking. I made it 

for my sister because she’s been wanting 

some scarves! I found the pattern through 

the Libby app (my local library subscribes 

to the magazine). My biggest tip would be 

to remember that Simply Knitting has a 

page in the back of all issues with stitch 

abbreviations, charts, and knitting tips. I 

didn’t know how to do one of the stitches  

for the pattern, so that stitch abbreviation 

page helped a lot!

Maddie Brousseau 

This is a cracking headscarf, Maddie. I love 

how crisp your pattern stitch is. I hope 

your sister enjoys wearing it.

Kirstie McLeod,
Editor

............ READER TOP TIP ............
Do you have a handy knitting tip you want to share with us?

MAKESHIFT MARKERS
When I ran out of stitch markers on holiday, 

I looped tiny paperclips around my needles 

to help keep my place. They’re surprisingly 

secure, don’t snag the yarn, and easy to buy 

wherever you are. My cat even likes batting 

them around the floor afterwards.

Ebony Helliwell 

We love this idea Ebony, thanks for writing in.

£5O
GIFT 

CODE

Maddie made our 
patterned headscarf 
for her sister

Paperclips are 
always handy in 
an emergency!

READY FOR RUSTY
I have finished Rusty the Fox! I used the 
Women’s Institute DK yarn because I found 
their colours were really nice. The pattern 
was very easy to read, the only problem was 
with the head – I just couldn’t see how it 
would stitch up – but once I put the stuffing 
in it started to look right. I am really pleased 
with how he has turned out and I’m sure my 
granddaughter will love him. Thank you for 
your bounty of patterns – can’t wait to see 
what you come up with next!

Christine Warwick 
Doesn’t he look smart, Christine?! I love 

that you found the colours you were after 

to make him look perfect for you and your 

granddaughter. He’s smashing! 

Christine’s Rusty 
the Fox is ready  
for adventure!

TELL US YOUR TOP TIPS

Email simplyknitting@ourmedia.co.uk

with all your top knitting tips! 

Cast on a chess 
set by Alan Dart  

for your quiet 
game nights in

Each month one Simply Knitting reader will win a £50 digital voucher from Wool 

Warehouse for an engaging story and great high-resolution photos featured on our Stay  

In Touch letters page. The winner will be notified by email before the issue goes on sale. 

Promoter: Our Media Limited, a company registered in England and Wales (company number 05715415).  

Residents of the UK and Channel Islands aged 18+ can enter. To enter, email simplyknitting@ourmedia.co.uk or post your letter and pictures to  

Stay In Touch, Simply Knitting magazine, Our Media Limited, Eagle House, Colston Avenue, Bristol BS1 4ST. Entries must arrive at least three weeks 

before the print deadline for the issue to be considered. Unselected entries will automatically roll over for future issues unless withdrawn.  

For full terms and conditions visit https://tinyurl.com/zh4wbxpk

SPONSORED BY

Pattern
in Issue
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Pattern
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Pattern
in Issue
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WILD AND WOOLLY
Wild and Woolly is a shop and a workshop – a 

place where you can come and talk about what 

you’re making, not just what you’re buying.

It came from an idea to create somewhere for 

knitters to find all the tools, materials and support 

they’d need to finish their projects. And it’s turned 

into a shop where knitters can source specialist 

small batch yarns, affordable natural fibre sweater 

wools, and find all the help and expertise they 

need to finish their projects. The shop is full of 

stories of how the yarn got made, classes to teach 

you new skills, and patterns to inspire you.

Anna Feldman 

With such a warm, helpful welcome awaiting 

you at Wild and Woolly, this wonderful shop is 

the perfect stop for all knitters, no matter 

where you are in your knitting journey.

Opening hours Tuesday to Friday: 12 noon  

to 6pm; Saturday: 10.30am to 6pm;  

Sunday and Monday: Closed

Address 116 Lower Clapton Road,  

London E5 0QR

Telephone 020 8985 5231

Website www.wildandwoollyshop.co.uk

TWITCHER TOPPER
I really love your readers’ pages, and 

thought I would send in a picture of my 

most recent postbox topper. I’ve been a 

fan of Alan Dart’s patterns for years, and 

this one – Robin the Twitcher – has been 

sitting in my to-do pile waiting for the 

right project. I love all of the details in this 

one, from the binoculars to his little green 

body warmer. The pattern wasn’t difficult 

to knit, but the sewing up part was a bit 

tricky. We have a family of blue tits and a 

little robin that regularly visit our garden, 

so I wanted to include them in the project 

as well. The topper took about two weeks 

to create, including the cross-stitched 

signs. The bear and the little birds were 

knitted using Yarnsmiths Create DK yarn, 

which really stands up to the elements.

Caroline Lord 

We love a postbox topper here at Simply 

Knitting! Who could pass a wonderfully 

decorated postbox without being in awe 

of all that work – not to mention all the  

smiles a project like this delivers for the 

whole community. Your bird knits are the 

icing on the cake, Caroline. Well done!

 YARN SHOP OF THE MONTH 

Caroline decorated her 
neighbourhood with an 
Alan Dart-inspired knit

KNITTING PETER
I knitted this little jumper for my 

11-month-old boy using a pattern from 

the book ‘Peter Rabbit™ Baby Knits: 

20 Knitting Patterns for Clothes and 

Accessories Inspired by the Tales of 

Beatrix Potter’ by Debbie Bliss, which I 

picked up on a short trip to Scotland. The 

sweet Peter Rabbit™ design completely 

stole my heart, and I knew I had to make 

it for him. I’ve only been knitting for a 

year, having first been inspired to learn 

when I fell pregnant with my little one. 

This jumper took me around a month to 

complete, and along the way I learned 

so much – from cabling and twisting 

stitches to mastering bobbles for the first 

time. Each new technique felt like a little 

milestone in my knitting journey. I used 

Sirdar Snuggly to create this jumper, and 

finished the finer details, like the eye and 

whiskers, with DMC embroidery thread. 

There is truly nothing I enjoy more than 

seeing my son – and my friends’ children 

– wearing pieces I’ve made especially for 

them. This jumper feels so special, not 

only because of the skills I gained while 

making it, but because it was created 

for my little boy. As a tip, I’d always 

look at the measurements rather than 

the clothing size it states – I made this 

mistake as a beginner and had to restart 

due to it being far too big!

Becky Nunn 

Wow! Becky after knitting for just a year 

this is a cracking achievement. There’s 

a lot of different techniques in this 

pattern for both colourwork and 

texture. We’re not surprised you love it!

We’d love to feature you on our letters page in our Yarn Shop of the Month feature, celebrating the vital work and 

community support yarn shops bring to knitters everywhere across the UK and beyond. If you would like to be 

featured, email simplyknitting@ourmedia.co.uk with around 150 words about what makes your yarn shop truly 

unique and a selection of photos that show off your shop front or Aladdin’s cave inside, a picture of you too  

would be great. We can’t wait to hear from you

Calling all yarn shops!

Make a bee-line to Clapton Road for 
excellent knitting advice and inspo

We love hearing from our readers so get in touch, 

here are all the details you need:

EMAIL US simplyknitting@ourmedia.co.uk. 

For subscription queries visit our website at 

www.ourmediashop.com/contactus

FIND US AND FOLLOW US 

 Facebook.com/simplyknitting 

 @simplyknittingmag

 ravelry.com/groups/simply-knitting-magazine

SAY HELLO! 

Becky knitted a 
sweet Peter Rabbit™ 
jumper for her son
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Tap into the fabric trend everyone wants right now – loose loops –  
when you cast on this cute handbag by Sophie Jordan

QUICK 
AND
easy!

TRENDY TEXTURE
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LOOPY BAG
Note For strength, bag is knitted with yarn used  

DOUBLE throughout.

Cast on 70 sts using 5mm needles and Yarn A using yarn  

held double.

Work 4 rows of twisted garter st (knitting into the back of  

every stitch).

Row 1 (RS) K1, loop st until last st, K1.

Row 2 (WS) Purl to end.

Repeat Rows 1 and 2 once more.

Break Yarn A and join in Yarn B.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 for a total of 4 times.

Break Yarn B and join in Yarn C.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 for a total of 4 times.

Break Yarn C and join in Yarn D.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 for a total of 4 times.

YOU WILL NEED
■■  West Yorkshire Spinners Morris DK 

(50% Bluefaced Leicester wool, 

25% Bluefaced Kerry Hill wool,  

25% Masham wool, 50g/112m) 

1 ball of each 

Yarn A Mint 

Yarn B Hyacinth 

Yarn C Sage 

Yarn D Artichoke 

Yarn E Clover

■■ A pair of 5mm needles

■■  2 faux-leather bag handles,  

60cm long with two small holes  

at each end

TENSION
15 sts and 20 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over loop stitch 

pattern using 5mm needles and  

yarn held double

MEASUREMENTS
Width 23cm (9in)

Height 19.5cm (73/4in)

ABBREVIATIONS
Loop stitch K1 keeping st on LH 

needle, bring yarn to the front, wrap 

yarn around the left thumb to make a 

loop of about 4cm, take yarn back, knit 

into back of st still on the LH needle, 

slipping this st off the needle, pass st 

before looped st over last st knitted

For a full list see page 79

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists contact 

West Yorkshire Spinners  

on 01535 664500 or  

www.wyspinners.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Folklore Yarns 07939 439138, 

www.folkloreyarns.com

■■  Ewe Momma 7813 731 713, 

www.ewemomma.co.uk

EASY TO KNIT!

Break Yarn D and join in Yarn E.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 for a total of 4 times.

Cast off.

MAKING UP
Weave in ends. Fold the bag in half along it’s width and sew the side 

and bottom seam. Place the bag handles so that they are equally 

spaced from the edges on the right side of the bag. Sew repeatedly 

through the holes until they are secure. 

Alternatively, you can place the handle ends inside the bag, or use 

just one handle, attaching it to either end of the opening. You could 

place the handles inside the bag, but you would have to make sure 

that you don’t crush the loops when you sew them in place. 

STEP-BY-STEP CABLE CAST-ON METHOD

1  Make a slip knot. Insert right‑hand needle into  

the stitch as if to knit. Wrap the yarn around the point 

and pull through, slipping the stitch on to the 

left‑hand needle. 

2 Push the point of the right-hand needle  

between the first and second stitches. Wrap the  

yarn anti-clockwise around the point of the 

right‑hand needle.

3 Pull the loop out with the right-hand needle, then 

slip it over the tip of the left‑hand needle. Repeat 

Steps 2 and 3 until you have the number of stitches 

you require for your project.

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP



From cosy knits to creative 
embroidery, beautiful 
quilting to modern sewing 
– we’ve handpicked the 
best designs from brands 
you trust. Simply download 
and get making! 

� Exclusive designs
� Tested by our experts
� Download straight away and 

start crafting

Get 15% off your first 
purchase – just visit 
gatheredshop.com and  
start crafting today!

Discover 100s of patterns from the 
UK’s best-loved craft magazines  

to download instantly

T&Cs: Offer valid for 15% off selected collections at Gathered Shop (www.gatheredshop.com). To redeem enter the offer code 
at checkout. No minimum purchase required. Available to all customers, one use per customer. Cannot be combined with other 

discounts or promotional offers. Gift cards excluded. Offer valid until 21st July 2026, 11:59 PM.

Shop now & save 15% at gatheredshop.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER

SAVE 15% OFF 

YOUR FIRST 

PURCHASE

USE CODE  

SK27715 
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BERRIES & DREAMS
Dainty motifs decorate this darling yoked jumper for children.  
Pair it with jeans, cotton trousers or a sweet skirt. By DROPS

TOP  DOWN
yoke!
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KIDS’ JUMPER

KIDS’ JUMPER
Evenly spaced increases To work out how to increase evenly, count 

the total number of stitches on the needle (e.g. 80 stitches) and 

divide by the number of increases to be made (e.g. 16) = 5. In this 

example, increase by making 1 yarn over after each 5th stitch. On 

the next round knit the yarn overs twisted to avoid holes.

Colourwork knitting To avoid the knitting tension losing its 

elasticity when working pattern, it is important that the strands at 

the back are not tight. Use a larger needle when working pattern if 

piece becomes tight.

Overview of the piece The neck and yoke are worked in the  

round with a circular needle, from mid back and top down. The  

yoke is divided for body and sleeves and the body continued in the  

round with a circular needle. The sleeves are worked in the round 

with DPNs.

NECK
Cast on 80 (80: 84: 84: 88: 88) sts using 3mm DPNs/circular 

needle, 40cm long, and Yarn C. Join to work in the round, taking 

care not to twist stitches. PM to mark beg of round.

Knit 1 round.

Change to Yarn A.

Rib Round *K2, P2; rep from * to end.

Repeat Rib round until rib meas 3cm.

Knit 1 round increasing 16 (20: 20: 24: 24: 28) sts evenly spaced 

across the round. [96 (100: 104: 108: 112: 116) sts]

Change to a 4mm circular needle. 

Beginning of round is mid-back, place a locking marker, the piece is 

now measured from here.

TAKE ON A CHALLENGE

YOU WILL NEED
■■  DROPS Sky (DK, 74% alpaca, 18% 

polyamide, 8% wool, 50g/190m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■  4mm circular needles, 40cm and 

60cm long

■■  A 3mm circular needle, 60cm long

■■   1 set of 4mm double-pointed 

needles (DPNs)

■■  1 set of 3mm DPNs

■■   Stitch markers

■■  Stitch holders

TENSION
21 sts and 28 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st  

using 4mm needles

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists visit DROPS 

at www.garnstudio.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Knitted Home  

www.knittedhome.com

■■  Love Wool  

07927 764416 

www.lovewool.co.uk

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79
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FRONT & BACK

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP
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YOKE
BEGIN CHART

Begin working from the Chart in st st working the 4-st rep 24 (25:

26: 27: 28: 29) times across the round. AT THE SAME TIME work 

increases on the following rounds:

Round 6 Increase 20 (24: 24: 24: 24: 28) sts evenly spaced across 

the round. [116 (124: 128: 132: 136: 144) sts]

Round 13 Increase 24 (24: 24: 24: 28: 28) sts evenly spaced across 

the round. [140 (148: 152: 156: 164: 172) sts]

Round 20 increase 24 (24: 24: 24: 28: 28) sts evenly spaced across 

the round. [164 (172: 176: 180: 192: 200) sts]

Round 26 increase 24 (24: 28: 28: 28: 32) sts evenly spaced across 

the round. [188 (196: 204: 208: 220: 232) sts]

Round 32 increase 24 (28: 32: 32: 32: 32) sts evenly spaced across 

the round. [212 (224: 236: 240: 252: 264) sts]

Once the Chart is finished, continue in st st with Yarn A only until 

the Yoke meas 16 (16: 16: 17: 18: 19)cm from the marker at the neck.

DIVIDE FOR BODY AND SLEEVES

Knit 31 (33: 35: 36: 38: 40) (half back piece), place the next 44 (46:

48: 48: 50: 52) sts on a holder for the sleeve, cast on 6 (6: 6: 8: 8: 8) 

sts under sleeve, knit 62 (66: 70: 72: 76: 80) (front piece), place the 

next 44 (46: 48: 48: 50: 52) sts on a holder for the sleeve, cast on 6 

(6: 6: 8: 8: 8) sts under sleeve, knit 31 (33: 35: 36: 38: 40) (half back 

piece). [136 (144: 152: 160: 168: 176) sts]

The body and sleeves are finished separately, the piece is now 

measured from here.

BODY
Cont in st st with Yarn A only till the Body meas 15 (19: 23: 25: 26: 27)cm.

SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. Simply follow our 

colour-coded measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE 2y 3-4y 5-6y 7-8y 9-10y 11-12y

TO FIT CHEST
cm 53 56-59 61-64 65-67 69-71 74-76

in 21 22-23 24-25 251/2-261/2 27-28 29-30

ACTUAL CHEST
cm 65 68.5 72.5 76 80 84

in 251/2 27 281/2 30 311/2 33

LENGTH
cm 36 40 44 48 50 52

in 141/4 153/4 171/4 19 193/4 201/2

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 17 23 27 31 35 39

in 63/4 9 103/4 121/4 133/4 151/4

YARN DROPS Sky (DK, 50g/190m)

Yarn A White Fog (25) 3 3 3 4 4 5

Yarn B Light Sea Green (07) 1 1 1 1 1 1

Yarn C Strawberry Red (35) 1 1 1 1 1 1

Yarn D Peach (19) 1 1 1 1 1 1

1

3

5

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

27

29

31

33

35

37

39

41

43

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

CHART  KEY

HOW TO USE  
OUR CHARTS
Start at the bottom right-

hand corner. Read right-side 

rows from right to left and 

wrong-side rows from left 

to right. A row of squares 

represents a row of knitting

Knit

Yarn A

Yarn B

Yarn C

Yarn D
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Knit 1 round increasing 36 (36: 36: 40: 40: 40) sts evenly spaced 

across the round. [172 (180: 188: 200: 208: 216) sts]

Change to a 3mm circular needle.

Work Rib Round as for Neck until the rib meas 2.5 (2.5: 2.5: 3.5: 3.5:

3.5)cm.

Change to Yarn C and work Rib Round twice more.

Cast off in rib.

SLEEVES
Place one set of 44 (46: 48: 48: 50: 52) sts on a holder for the sleeve 

onto 4mm DPNs, pick up and knit 6 (6: 6: 8: 8: 8) stsin the cast on sts 

under the sleeve. Place a marker in the middle of the under sleeve sts 

to mark beg of round. [50 (52: 54: 56: 58: 50) sts]

Work st st in Yarn A until the sleeve meas 3cm.

Decrease Round K1, skpo, knit to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. [2sts dec’d]

Repeat Decrease Round every 1.5 (2.5: 3: 3.5: 4: 4)cm a further 5 (6:

6: 6: 6: 7) times. [38 (38: 40: 42: 44: 44) sts]

Continue in st st without decreases until sleeve meas 14 (20: 24: 27:

31: 35)cm from the division.

Knit 1 round increasing 6 (6: 8: 6: 8: 8) sts evenly spaced across the 

round. [44 (44: 48: 48: 52: 52) sts]

Change to 3mm DPNs.

Work Rib Round as for Neck until the rib meas 2.5 (2.5: 2.5: 3.5: 3.5:

3.5)cm.

Change to Yarn C and work Rib Round twice more.

Cast off in rib.

Work the second sleeve in the same way.

FINISHING
Weave in ends and block gently to measurements, following any

yarn care instructions on the ball band. 

STEP-BY-STEP SKPO SLIP 1, KNIT 1, PASS SLIPPED STITCH OVER

1 Insert the point of the right-hand 

needle into the next stitch as if to knit, 

but instead slip the stitch on to the 

right-hand needle.

2 Knit the next stitch as normal. 3 Insert the point of the left-hand 

needle into the slipped stitch on the 

right-hand needle and lift it over the 

knitted stitch.

4 Continue knitting as directed in the 

pattern. This decrease forms a slant 

that slopes towards the left.
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Let this comprehensive guide turn  
you into a sock knitting whizz!

If you’ve ever wanted to try knitting your own socks 

but didn’t know where to start, ‘The Little Sock 

Knitting Book’ is the perfect introduction – a fun, 

lightweight guide for beginners that makes sock 

knitting easy and enjoyable.

Start simply 
The book uses the simple, everyday pair of socks as 

a starting point to show how knitting works. You’ll 

learn how to work from cuff to toe or from toe to cuff, 

understand cast-on stitches, explore shaft patterns, 

and master heels and toes. Full of beginner-friendly 

patterns, this top book skips confusing frills while still 

giving you everything you need to succeed. 

Master the fundamentals 
Inside, readers will find five different sock designs. 

Every project explains each part of the sock separately. 

There’s even a handy quick-reference sizing chart, 

making it easy to create socks that will fit you perfectly 

What’s great about this book is that it teaches the 

fundamentals of sock knitting while giving you the 

freedom to experiment. You can mix and match 

patterns, try different yarns, or explore cuff-to-toe and 

toe-to-cuff construction.

Reach expert status 
Whether you’re making socks as gifts or just for 

yourself, this book ensures you can tackle each project 

with ease, confidence, and creativity. The combination 

of clear instructions, helpful photographs, and 

foolproof guidance for shaping heels and toes makes it 

feel like you’ve been knitting socks for years, building 

skills with every stitch, enjoying the process, and 

experimenting with your own designs along the way.

Book  

Month
of the  

Title: ‘The Little Sock Knitting Book’ 

By: Veronika Hug & Co

Price: £7.99, Landauer Publishing



THE BIG PRIZE DRAW

HOW TO ENTER 
It’s easy to enter via our website. Visit It’s easy to enter via our website. Visit 

www.gathered.how/competitions www.gathered.how/competitions 

and click on the prize draw image. The and click on the prize draw image. The 

winner will be notified by email.winner will be notified by email.

Promoter:Promoter: OurOur MediaMedia Limited, a company Limited, a company 

registered in England and Wales (company registered in England and Wales (company 

number 05715415). Residents of the UK and number 05715415). Residents of the UK and 

Channel Islands aged 18+ can enter.  Channel Islands aged 18+ can enter.  

The closing date for entries is 23:59 The closing date for entries is 23:59 

on 23 June 2026. on 23 June 2026. For full T&Cs, see  For full T&Cs, see  

https://tinyurl.com/KnitProPrizeDraw.https://tinyurl.com/KnitProPrizeDraw.

WOW WOW
YOU COULD WIN  
YOU COULD WIN  

A FAB KNITPRO 
A FAB KNITPRO 

PRIZE!PRIZE!
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THE BIG PRIZE DRAW

TO ENTER 

RIGHT NOW!

QUICK 
SCAN…

Dive into endless crafting fun and create 
something beautiful with this amazing prize

E
nter our exclusive prize draw for the chance to win a premium knitting and crochet 

bundle worth over £500. This exceptional collection from KnitPro includes high-quality 

interchangeable knitting needles, a vibrant crochet hook set, and a generous selection of 

beautifully Symfonie Yarns yarns. Perfect for passionate makers, this prize offers everything you 

need to cast on your next creative project in style. Don’t miss your opportunity to win.  

For more details on the prizes visit www.knitpro.eu/en 

For details on prize draw entry see below. *Terms and conditions apply

PRIZE PRIZE 
WORTH OVERWORTH OVER

£500!£500!

LUXURY CRAFT 
BUNDLE PRIZE 
FROM KNITPROWIN!  

READER PRIZE
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Enjoy the UK’s favourite 

knitting magazine on your 

tablet or mobile device!



  Download the latest issue of  

Simply Knitting and start reading  

and knitting immediately

  Your issues won’t take up  

any storage space in your home!

  Get 13 issues AND the current issue 

in your frst year

  Download it once…  

read it offline forever!

SAVE TIME AND MONEY  

WITH A DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

The digital version of the magazine does not include the cover gift that you would find on newsstand copies,  

nor does it include access to Craft Circle. Current issue included as a bonus with a subscription direct from Apple or Google Play App Stores.

To subscribe, simply visit:
www.gathered.how/digital-issues/
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Enjoy 5% savings
on premium voyages 
with Celebrity Cruises

A Celebrity Cruise doesn’t just drop you off at the world’s most sought after 
destinations, it takes you on a journey to them. Whether you’re a first time 

cruiser or seasoned sailer, throw out all your preconceived ideas of what 
cruising looks like and experience an unforgettable feat of exploration 
steeped in luxury and adventure before you even arrive at port. Whether 
you’re dancing like no one’s watching at a silent disco or simply taking in 
the view from your stunning balcony, experience the world your way.

You can also enjoy special savings on selected sailings — the perfect 
moment to plan your next escape at sea.

Extraordinary Destinations

Culinary Excellence

Intuitive Service

Luxurious Accommodations 

Stunning Design

• Invites to exclusive events

• Exclusive partner savings

• No points. No tiers. Just benefits

• Book directly with the cruise lines

• Travel tips and inspiration

• Advice and editorial

*Terms & Conditions apply. Visit www.cruise-collective.com/terms-and-conditions/celebrity-cruise-line-terms-and-conditions to learn more.

CRUISE-COLLECTIVE.COM

Cruise Collective partners with leading cruise lines to give members access to 

exclusive savings — simply join once for free and use across multiple cruise lines. 

Join Cruise Collective for free to receive...

Celebrity Cruises highlights

1.  Join Cruise Collective for free 
2. Receive your exclusive member code 
3. Book directly with Celebrity Cruises using the code

HOW TO REDEEM YOUR SAVING

SAVE

5%

M
em

ber Exclusive
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WEEKEND HIKE
Clever slipped stitches create the textured colour in this  

classic crew neck jumper by Pat Menchini

TRY  

A NEW

stitch!
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MEN’S JUMPER
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MEN’S JUMPER

MEN’S JUMPER
CHART (WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS)
Note On the following 10 rows carry colour not in use loosely across 

WS rows over not more than 3 sts at a time.

Row 1 (RS) Knit in Yarn A.

Row 2 (WS) Purl in Yarn A.

Row 3 (RS) K2A, (K2C, K4A) to last 3 sts, K2C, K1A.

Rows 4, 6, 8 and 10 Purl using colours as on previous row.

Row 5 K3A, (K2C, K4A) to last 2 sts, K2C.

Row 7 (K4A, K2C) to last 5 sts, K4A, K1C.

Row 9 K5A, (K2C, K4A) to end.

Rows 11 and 12 As Rows 1 and 2.

Row 13 K4B, (sl1pwise, K1B taking care not to pull yarn tightly after 

every slipped st, sl1pwise, K3B) to last st, K1B.

Row 14 P4B, (sl1pwise, P1B, sl1pwise, P3B) to last st, P1B.

Row 15 Knit in Yarn B.

Row 16 Purl in Yarn B.

Row 17 K1A, (sl1pwise, K1A, sl1pwise, K3A) to last 4 sts, (sl1pwise, 

K1A) twice.

Row 18 (P1A, sl1pwise) twice, (P3A, sl1pwise, P1A, sl1pwise) to last 

st, P1A.

Row 19 Knit in Yarn A.

Row 20 Purl in Yarn A.

Rows 21 to 24 With C, as Rows 13 to 16.

Rows 25 to 28 As Rows 17 to 20.

Rows 29 to 34 As Rows 13 to 18. 

These 34 rows set patt. 

BACK
Cast on 117 (129: 141: 151: 163) sts using 3.25mm needles and  

Yarn A.

Row 1 (RS) K2, (P1, K1) to last st, K1.

Row 2 K1, (P1, K1) to end.

Rep the last 2 rows until rib measures 6cm, ending after Row 1.

Next row (WS inc) P6 (5: 4: 8: 5), *M1P, P15 (17: 19: 15: 17); rep from 

* to last 6 (5: 4: 8: 5) sts, M1P, P to end. [125 (137: 149: 161: 173) sts]

SET PATTERN
Change to 4mm needles.

Helpful hint To avoid many ends when changing colours, where 

possible, instead of breaking off yarns, carry colour(s) not in use 

loosely up edge of work, weaving in yarns on first st (edge st) at 

start of RS rows.

Work 34 rows from Chart or Written Instructions 4 times, then work 

Rows 1 and 2 once more.

Break Yarn B.

SET BORDER
Change to Yarn C.

Row 1 Knit.

TAKE ON A CHALLENGE

YOU WILL NEED
■■  West Yorkshire Spinners ColourLab 

DK (100% British wool, 100g/225m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■  A pair of 3.25mm needles

■■ A pair of 4mm needles

■■   2 stitch holders

TENSION
22 sts and 30 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st  

using 4mm needles

26 sts and 32 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over pattern  

using 4mm needles

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists contact 

West Yorkshire Spinners on 

01535 664500 or visit  

www.wyspinners.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Woolstack  

www.woolstack.co.uk

■■  Cool Crafting 01539 724099 

www.coolcrafting.co.uk
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SLEEVE

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79 51.5 (56.5: 61.5: 66.5: 71.5)cm

201/4 (221/4: 241/4: 261/4: 281/4)in
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MEN’S JUMPER

Rows 2 to 4 Beg with a WS K row, work 3 rows in rev st st.

Break Yarn C and change to Yarn A.

Row 5 K5, *drop next st off left needle and run this down 3 rows, 

replace the st and the 3 loops on left needle and knit them firmly 

together, K5; rep from * to end. 

Row 6 (WS) P5 (4: 8: 8: 7), *p2tog, P12 (12: 11: 11: 11); rep from * to 

last 8 (7: 11: 10: 10), p2tog, P to end. [116 (127: 138: 149: 160) sts]

Cont straight in st st until work measures 66 (67: 69: 69: 70)cm, 

ending after a WS P row.

SHAPE SHOULDERS
Cast off loosely 8 (9: 10: 11: 12) sts at beg of next 8 rows, then 8 (8:

9: 9: 10) sts at beg of next 2 rows.

Slip rem 36 (39: 40: 43: 44) sts on a stitch holder and leave.

FRONT
Work as Back until work measures 20 (22: 24: 26: 28) rows fewer 

than Back up to start of shoulder shaping, ending after a WS P row.

SHAPE NECK
Next row (RS) K42 (46: 51: 55: 60), k2tog, K1, turn and cont on 

these 44 (48: 53: 57: 62) sts for left half of neck.

Next row P1, p2tog, P to end. [1 st dec’d]

Next row K to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. [1 st dec’d]

Rep the last 2 rows once more. [40 (44: 49: 53: 58) sts]

Work 15 (17: 19: 21: 23) rows straight, thus ending at side edge.

SHAPE SHOULDER
Cast off loosely 8 (9: 10: 11: 12) sts at beg of next row and the 3 foll 

alt rows. Work 1 row straight.

Cast off rem 8 (8: 9: 9: 10) sts.

With RS facing, slip next 26 (29: 30: 33: 34) sts (centre sts) on a 

stitch holder and leave.

Neatly rejoin Yarn A to rem 45 (49: 54: 58: 63) sts.

"I love the spring/summer colours of this 
men’s jumper. And colourwork in slip stitch 
is just like magic to me. I’d make two and 

change the second to reflect autumn shades."
SOPHIE JORDAN, DEPUTY EDITOR

SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. 

Simply follow our colour-coded measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE S M L XL 2XL

TO FIT CHEST
cm 91-97 102-107 112-117 122-127 131-137

in 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50 52-54

ACTUAL CHEST
cm 103 113 123 133 143

in 401/2 441/2 481/2 521/4 561/4

LENGTH
cm 66 67 69 69 70

in 26 261/2 271/4 271/4 271/2

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 47 48 48 49 49

in 181/2 19 19 191/2 191/2

YARN West Yorkshire Spinners ColourLab DK (100g/225m)

Yarn A True Blue (111) 5 5 6 6 7

Yarn B Latte Brown (1135) 1 1 1 1 1

Yarn C Natural Cream (010) 1 1 1 1 2
1

3

5

510

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

27

29

31

33

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

Yarn C

Sl1pw

Yarn A

Yarn B

Repeat

CHART   KEY

HOW TO USE  
OUR CHARTS
Start at the bottom right-

hand corner. Read right-side 

rows from right to left and 

wrong-side rows from left 

to right. A row of squares 

represents a row of knitting
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Next row (RS) K1, k2togtbl, K to end. [1 st dec’d]

[44 (48: 53: 57: 62) sts]

Next row P to last 3 sts, p2togtbl, P1. [1 st dec’d]

Next row K1, k2togtbl, K to end. [1 st dec’d]

Rep the last 2 rows once more. [40 (44: 49: 53: 58) sts]

Work 16 (18: 20: 22: 24) rows straight, thus ending at side edge.

SHAPE SHOULDER

Cast off loosely 8 (9: 10: 11: 12) sts at beg of next row and the 3 foll 

alt rows. Work 1 row straight.

Cast off rem 8 (8: 9: 9: 10) sts.

SLEEVES
Cast on 45 (47: 49: 51: 53) sts loosely using 3.25mm needles and 

Yarn A.

Work in rib as on Back for 6cm, ending after a Row 1.

Next row (WS inc) P4 (2: 3: 4: 2), *M1P, P6 (7: 7: 7: 8); rep from * to 

last 5 (3: 4: 5: 3) sts, M1P, P to end. [52 (54: 56: 58: 60) sts]

Change to 4mm needles and beg with a RS K row shape Sleeve by 

inc 1 st at each end of next row, then on every foll 6th (6th: 6th: 6th:

4th) row until there are 58 (70: 80: 64: 66) sts, then on every foll 

6th row for all sizes until there are 80 (86: 90: 96: 100) sts.

Work straight until Sleeve measures 47 (48: 48: 49: 49)cm, 

measured through centre of work and ending after a RS K row. 

Cast off very loosely.

NECKBAND
Join left shoulder.

With 3.25mm needles and Yarn A, RS facing, K36 (39: 40: 43: 44) 

sts from Back holder, pick up and K22 (24: 25: 27: 28) sts evenly 

down left edge of neck, K26 (29: 30: 33: 34) sts from Front holder, 

finally pick up and K23 (25: 26: 28: 29) sts up right edge of neck.

[107 (117: 121: 131: 135) sts]

Purl 1 row.

Beg Row 1, work 11 rows of rib as on Back.

Cast off loosely in rib.

MAKING UP
Join right shoulder and edges of Neckband. Fold Neckband in half 

to WS and hem in place. Stitch cast-off edge of Sleeves to upper 

side edges of Back and Front. Join side and Sleeve seams.

Weave in ends and block gently to measurements, following any 

yarn care instructions on the ball band. 

STEP-BY-STEP  P2TOG PURL TWO TOGETHER

1 Push the point of your right-hand 

needle through the first two stitches on 

your left-hand needle, going from right 

to left as you would for a purl stitch.

2 Bring yarn anti-clockwise around the 

needle, between the two needles.

3 Pull the yarn through both stitches, 

as you would when working a purl 

stitch, and drop both stitches from the 

left-hand needle.

4 Purling two stitches together 

decreases your stitch count by one, 

and the decrease stitch leans to the 

right. This is how a series looks on the 

right side of stocking stitch. 
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YARN COMMUNITY

Cast on a copyright-free knit, sell them for good causes and 
discover a passion for fundraising with our charity focus

We spoke to Emma Wakeham, 
Volunteer Development Manager at 

The Donkey Sanctuary

Charity
  of the
MONTH

Charity name  
The Donkey Sanctuary

Established 1969

What does the charity 
do? The Donkey 
Sanctuary creates a 
better world for donkeys 

and mules. Our work spans the globe as 
we provide lifelong care to over 6,200 
donkeys in the UK and Europe, and we 
reach millions more globally through 
the international programmes and 
partnerships we are involved with.

What do you do? I manage our 
Volunteer Programme. We have 
around 200 dedicated volunteers who 
collectively give thousands of hours 
each year to help us – from spending 
quality time with our donkeys, to 
supporting conservation, gardening 
work and community fundraising. 
Judith Crockford a long-time volunteer, 
crochets donkeys for us and helps raise 
an incredible amount of funds through 
her wonderful creations.

What can knitters do to help? People 
can support us by getting crafty and 
making our crocheted Neddys and 
knitted Woolleys to sell. Patterns are 
available free from our website. Find the 
patterns at www.thedonkeysanctuary.
org.uk/support-us/get-involved/get-
crafty. You can also adopt one of over 
20 donkeys, for just £4 per month.

Contact details  

www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk

If you’re thinking of knitting projects for charity, or to sell, please refer to our information on page 81.

COPYRIGHT-FREE KNIT

Lend a hand

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Bergère de France Merinos 2.5 

(4ply, 100% wool, 50g/225m) 

1 ball of Mauve Bebe

■■   A pair of 3.25mm needles

■■  Pearl 5mm beads x 36 (Trimits 

 5mm Pearls from Hobbycraft)

■■  Sewing needle (large enough to thread 

yarn and fit through bead hole)

TENSION
27 sts and 35 rows to measure 10x10cm 

(4x4in) over st st using 3.25mm needles

MEASUREMENTS
Circumference 48cm (19in)

Width 7cm (2 3/4in)

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79

Note Thread 36 beads onto your yarn 

before you cast on.

Cast on 131 sts using 3.25mm needles.

Row 1 (RS) Knit into the back of all sts.

Rows 2 to 6 Beg with a purl row, work in 

st st.

Row 7 (RS) Purl (to create a folding 

crease).

Rows 8 to 10 Beg with a purl row, work 

in st st.

Row 11 (beading row) K36, (bring yarn 

and bead to front, sl1 purlwise, bring 

yarn to back leaving bead in place, K5), 

9 times, K41.

Row 12 Purl, knitting into the back of all 

the slipped stitches from previous row 

to tighten them.

Row 13 (beading row) K35, (bring yarn 

and bead to front, sl1 purlwise, bring 

yarn to back leaving bead in place, K1, 

bring yarn and bead to front, sl1 

purlwise, bring yarn to back leaving 

bead in place, K3) 9 times, K42.

Row 14 As Row 12.

Row 15 As Row 11.

Row 16 As Row 12.

Rows 17 to 19 Beg with a knit row, work 

in st st for 3 rows.

Row 20 (WS) Knit (to create a folding 

crease).

Rows 21 to 26 Beg with a knit row, work 

in st st.

Cast off.

MAKING UP
With RS together, join short ends by 

stitching together firmly. With RS 

outwards, seam Headband lengthways 

using a neat stitch. Make a donkey’s day by 
fundraising for The Donkey 
Sanctuary with your knits

Beaded 
band
Sophie Jordan’s delicate pearl 
headband adds a pretty finish

Turn to
  

page 20 for  
great reader  

stories!



Order your copy today!
ORDER ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/ultimatecrossstitchgardens

OR CALL 03330 162 138+ and quote ‘Ultimate Cross Stitch Gardens 26 Print’ 
+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays 9am to 5pm 

for orders and enquiries. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. UK price £10.99 + £2.80 P&P, EUR price £10.99 + £3.50 P&P, ROW price £10.99 + £4 P&P. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability.

Discover 248 designs to stitch for green-fingered loved ones– from  

picturesque views, gardening motifs, bugs and butterflies, and more!

JUST £10.99 
+ P&P*

ON  
SALE  
NOW!

Glorious garden designs!

Order 
today!

  132 pages of stunning 
cross stitch inspiration

 Small cards and gifts,  
     plus larger pictures

    Designs suitable for  
beginners and beyond

WHAT’S INSIDE!

d !
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SPORTY TEE 
Freshen up your summer wardrobe with a burst of colour.  
Bronagh Miskelly’s casual knit makes a seasonal must!

COOL BAMBOO& cotton
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STRIPED T-SHIRT

STRIPED T-SHIRT
BACK
Cast on 97 (103: 109: 113: 119: 125: 131: 137: 143: 147) sts using 

3.5mm straight needles and Yarn A. 

Row 1 (RS) K1, (P1, K1) to end.

Row 2 P1, (K1, P1) to end.

**Cont in rib as set for another 12 (12: 12: 12: 14: 14: 14: 14: 14: 16) 

rows.

Change to 3.75mm straight needles.

Beg with a RS (knit) row, cont in st st and work in stripes as foll AND 

AT THE SAME TIME working waist shaping as given below:

(2 rows in Yarn A) once.

(4 rows in Yarn B, 4 rows in Yarn A) six times.

(4 rows in Yarn C, 4 rows in Yarn A) three times.

After these stripes are complete, cont in Yarn C only.

WAIST SHAPING

Work straight in st st for 16 (16: 14: 14: 14: 14: 14: 12: 12: 12) rows, 

ending after a WS row and keeping stripes correct.

Next row (RS, dec)  K1, ssk, K to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. 

[95 (101: 107: 111: 117: 123: 129: 135: 141: 145) sts]

Work straight for 17 rows, ending after a WS row and keeping 

stripes correct.

Next row (RS, dec) K1, ssk, K to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. 

[93 (99: 105: 109: 115: 121: 127: 133: 139: 143) sts]

Work straight for 13 (13: 13: 13: 11: 11: 11: 11: 9: 9) rows, ending after 

a WS row and keeping stripes correct.

Next row (RS, inc) K1, M1, K to last 1 st, M1, K1. 

[95 (101: 107: 111: 117: 123: 129: 135: 141: 145) sts]

Work straight for 17 rows, ending after a WS row and keeping 

stripes correct.

Next row (RS, inc) K1, M1, K to last 1 st, M1, K1. 

[97 (103: 109: 113: 119: 125: 131: 137: 143: 147) sts]

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Stylecraft Naturals Bamboo + 

Cotton (DK, 60% bamboo,  

40% cotton, 100g/240m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■ A pair of 3.5mm needles

■■ A pair of 3.75mm needles

■■ A 3.5mm circular needle

■■  Safety pin/removable stitch marker

■■ Stitch holder

TENSION
22 sts and 30 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st using 

3.75mm needles

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists contact 

Stylecraft on 01484 848435  

or visit www.stylecraft-yarns.

co.uk

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  The Cheap Shop Tiptree 

01621 815576, www.

thecheapshoptiptree.co.uk

■■  Woolzone 01572 868480 

www.woolzone.co.uk

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79
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SLEEVE

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP
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STRIPED T-SHIRT

Work straight for 15 (15: 15: 15: 15: 17: 17: 17: 19: 19) rows, ending 

after a WS row.

SHAPE ARMHOLES
Cast off 3 (3: 4: 5: 6: 6: 6: 6: 7: 8) sts at the beginning of the next 2 

rows. [91 (97: 101: 103: 107: 113: 119: 125: 129: 131) sts]

Next row (RS, dec) K2, ssk, patt to last 4 sts, k2tog, K2. 

[2 sts dec’d]***

Cont to dec as set at each end of every 4th row another 2 (0: 1: 0: 0:

0: 0: 0: 0: 0) times and then dec as set at each end of every foll RS 

row another 21 (26: 26: 28: 29: 31: 31: 33: 32: 33) times. 

[43 (43: 45: 45: 47: 49: 55: 57: 63: 63) sts]

SIZES 8 TO 16

Work 1 row straight.

Cast off.

SIZES 18 TO 26

Next row (WS) P2, p2tog, P to last 4 sts, ssp, P2. [2 sts dec’d]

Cont to decrease as set at each end of every foll row another - (-: -: -:

-: 0: 2: 2: 4: 4) times. [- (-: -: -: -: 47: 49: 51: 53: 53) sts]

Cast off.

FRONT
Cast on 97 (103: 109: 113: 119: 125: 131: 137: 143: 147) sts using 

3.5mm straight needles and Yarn A. 

Row 1 (RS) K2, (P1, K1) to last st, K1.

Row 2 P2, (K1, P1), to last st, P1.

"When spring and summer comes around 

you can always find me knitting short 
sleeved T-shirts in cooler yarns. They are 

lovely and soft, and wash so well."
KIRSTIE MCLEOD, EDITOR

SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. Simply follow our colour-coded 

measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

TO FIT BUST
cm 81 86 91 96 102 107 112 117 122 127

in 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50

ACTUAL BUST
cm  86.5 92 97 101 106.5 112 117 123 128 132

in 34 361/4 381/4 393/4 42 44 46 481/2 501/2 52

LENGTH
cm 50 50.5 51.5 51.5 52 5 4 54.5 55.5 55.5 56.5

in 193/4 20 201/4 201/4 201/2 211/4 211/2 213/4 213/4 221/4

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 8.5 8.5 8.5 8.5 9 9 10 10 11 11

in 31/4 31/4 31/4 31/4 31/2 31/2 4 4 41/4 41/4

YARN Stylecraft Naturals Bamboo + Cotton (DK, 100g/240m)

Yarn A Moss 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

Yarn B Buttermilk 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2

Yarn C Daffodil 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2
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Work as for Back from ** to ***.

[89 (95: 99: 101: 105: 111: 117: 123: 127: 129) sts]

Cont to dec as set at each end of every foll 4th row another 2 (0: 1:

0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0) times and then dec as set at each end of every foll 

RS row another 8 (14: 12: 15: 16: 17: 17: 19: 19: 20) times. 

[69 (67: 73: 71: 73: 77: 83: 85: 89: 89) sts]

SHAPE NECK AND ARMHOLES

Next row K2, ssk, K30 (29: 32: 31: 32: 34: 37: 38: 40: 40), turn and 

leave rem sts on holder.

Next row (WS) P1, p2tog, P to end. [1 st dec’d at neck edge] 

Next row K2, ssk, K to last 3 sts, k2tog, K1. 

[1 st dec’d at armhole edge and 1 st dec’d at neck edge]

Rep last 2 rows another 6 (7: 6: 7: 8: 6: 4: 5: 5: 5) times. 

[12 (8: 14: 10: 8: 16: 25: 23: 25: 25) sts]

Cont to dec as set at each end of every RS row to 6 (6: 6: 6: 6: 6: 5:

5: 5: 5) sts.

SIZES 8 TO 18

Work 1 row straight.

Next row K2, sk2po, K1. [4 sts]

Next row Purl.

Next row K1, sk2po. [2 sts]

Next row Purl.

Cast off.

SIZES 20 TO 26

Work 1 row straight.

Next row K2, skpo. [3 sts]

Next row Ssp, P1. [2 sts] 

Cast off.

Place centre stitch on safety pin or removable stitch marker. 

With RS facing return rem sts to needle, rejoin yarn and K to end. 

[34 (33: 36: 35: 36: 38: 41: 42: 44: 44) sts]

Next row (WS) P to last 3 sts, ssp, P1. [1 st dec’d ] 

Next row K1, ssk, K to last 4 sts, k2tog, K2. [2 sts dec’d ]

Rep last two rows another 6 (7: 6: 7: 8: 6: 4: 5: 5: 5) times. 

[12 (8: 14: 10: 8: 16: 25: 23: 25: 25) sts]

Cont to dec as set at each end of every RS row to 6 (6: 6: 6: 6: 6: 5:

5: 5: 5) sts.

STEP-BY-STEP SSK SLIP, SLIP, KNIT

1 Working with the yarn at the back of 

your knitting, insert the point of the 

right-hand needle into the next stitch 

as if to knit, but instead slip the first 

stitch onto the right-hand needle.

2 Now slip the next stitch from the 

left-hand needle onto the right-hand 

needle in the same way as for Step 1.

3 Push the point of the left-hand  

needle through the front of both the 

slipped stitches.

4 Bring the yarn around just as you 

would for a knit stitch and knit these 

two stitches together. You will now 

have a single stitch on the right-hand 

needle, and your two slipped ones will 

create a left-leaning decrease.
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STRIPED T-SHIRT

SIZES 8 TO 18

Work 1 row straight.

Next row K1, k3tog, K2. [4 sts]

Next row Purl.

Next row K3tog, K1. [2 sts]

Next row Purl.

Cast off.

SIZES 20 TO 26

Work 1 row straight.

Next row K3tog, K2. [3 sts]

Next row P1, p2tog. [2 sts] 

Cast off.

SLEEVES
Cast on 59 (63: 67: 67: 69: 71: 75: 79: 81: 85) sts using 3.5mm 

straight needles and Yarn A. 

Row 1 (RS) K2, (P1, K1) to last st, K1.

Row 2 P2, (K1, P1) to last st, P1.

Cont in rib as set for another 8 (8: 8: 8: 8: 8: 10: 10: 10: 10) rows.

Change to 3.75mm straight needles.

Beg with a RS (knit) row, cont in st st and work in stripes as foll:

2 rows in Yarn A.

4 rows in Yarn B.

4 rows in Yarn A.

4 rows in Yarn B.

2 (2: 2: 2: 4: 4: 4: 4: 6: 6) rows in Yarn A.

Cont in Yarn A only.

SHAPE SLEEVE TOP

Cast off 3 (3: 4: 5: 6: 6: 6: 6: 7: 8) sts at the beginning of the next 2 

rows. [53 (57: 59: 57: 57: 59: 63: 67: 67: 69) sts]

Next row K2, ssk, patt to last 4 sts, k2tog, K2. [2 sts dec’d]

Dec as set on every foll 4th row 5 (4: 5: 6: 7: 10: 10: 10: 11: 11) times. 

[41 (47: 47: 43: 41: 37: 41: 45: 43: 45) sts]

And then on every RS row to 11 (11: 11: 11: 11: 13: 13: 13: 13: 15) sts.

Next row Purl.

Cast off.

NECKBAND
Steam pieces to shape and join raglan seams.

Using 3.5mm circular needle and Yarn A pick up and K9 (9: 9: 9: 9:

11: 11: 11: 11: 13) sts across top of left Sleeve, 25 (25: 25: 25: 25: 27:

29: 29: 29: 29) sts down left Front, K1 from holder and use the 

safety pin or removable marker to mark this stitch, pick up and K 25 

(25: 25: 25: 25: 27: 29: 29: 29: 29) sts up right Front, 9 (9: 9: 9: 9: 11:

11: 11: 11: 13) sts across top of right Sleeve, and 41 (41: 43: 43: 45:

45: 47: 49: 51: 51) sts across Back neck. PM for beg of rnd and cont 

working in the rnd. 

[110 (110: 112: 112: 114: 122: 128: 130: 132: 136) sts]

Round 1 K1, (P1, K1) to 1 st before centre st, s2kpo, (K1, P1) to end. 

[2 sts dec’d]

Round 2 Rib as set to marked stitch, K1, rib to end.

Rep last 2 rnds twice more.  

[104 (104: 106: 106: 108: 116: 122: 124: 126: 130) sts]

Cast off in rib to 1 st before marked st, s2kpo, pass second st on 

right needle over first st, cast off in rib to end.

MAKING UP
Sew Sleeve seams and side seams. Weave in ends. Block gently to 

your chosen measurements, following any yarn care instructions 

on the ball band. 



Save up to 10% on Luxury
APT River & Yacht Cruises

For nearly 100 years, APT has set the benchmark for luxury river cruising 

and small-ship travel. From Europe’s iconic rivers to intimate yacht 

sailings, every journey blends elegant ships, curated experiences and 

attentive service.

Every detail is considered. Return UK flights, expert Cruise Directors, 

quality drinks with meals and a range of thoughtful touches are all 

included — allowing you to immerse yourself fully in each destination, 

from start to finish.

It’s refined travel, shaped by experience, care and confidence.

Handpicked itineraries

Expert Cruise Directors and local guides

Included dining experiences

Carefully selected excursions

Thoughtful onboard touches

• Invites to exclusive events

• Exclusive partner savings

• No points. No tiers. Just benefits.

• Book directly with the cruise lines

• Travel tips and inspiration

• Advice and editorial

*  Terms & Conditions apply. Visit www.cruise-collective.com/ 

terms-and-conditions /apt-luxury-terms-and-conditions to learn more.

CRUISE-COLLECTIVE.COM

Cruise Collective partners with leading cruise lines to give members access 

to partner savings. Join once for free and use across multiple cruise lines

Join Cruise Collective for free to receive...

APT highlights

1.  Join Cruise Collective for free 

2. Receive your exclusive member code 

3. Book directly with APT Luxury Travel using the code

HOW TO REDEEM YOUR SAVING
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IT’S A GOAL!
Turn your afternoon cuppa into a family football gathering 

in front of the TV with Tea Cosy Folk’s fun cast on

NOT 
TOO

tricky!

E

X
C

L U S I V
E

T
O

E
X

C
LUSIVE

T

O
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FOOTBALL TEA COSY
Note Divide Yarn A, B and C balls of wool into two balls each so that  

the yarn can be held double where indicated. If not specified, use a 

single strand of yarn.

MAIN COSY (MAKE 2)
Cast on 28 sts using 5.5mm needles and double thickness Yarn A.

Row 1 *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

Rows 2 to 6 Rep Row 1.

Rows 7 to 16 Knit.

Break Yarn A and join double thickness Yarn B.

Fold the work up at the back so that the cast-on edge is facing 

upwards, in line with the sts on the needle.

Row 17 *Using the left-hand needle, pick up the first available loop 

from the cast-on edge onto left-hand needle and k2tog with the 

next stitch on needle; rep from * to end. [28 sts]

Rows 18 to 38 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st. ** 

Cut yarn and leave the sts on a stitch holder.

Work the second Main Cosy from start to **. Proceed to Tea Cosy 

Top without cutting yarn.

TEA COSY TOP
Using double thickness Yarn B proceed to work across the Main 

Cosy on the needles, and then Main Cosy on the stitch holder 

joining them together as follows:

Row 1 *(RS) K5, k2tog 4 times, join Main Cosy from stitch holder, 

rep from * to end. [48 sts]

Row 2 and every WS row Purl.

Row 3 *K4, k2tog; rep from * to end. [40 sts]

Row 5 *K3, k2tog; rep from * to end. [32 sts]

Row 7 *K2, k2tog; rep from * to end. [24 sts]

Row 9 *K1, k2tog; rep from * to end. [16 sts]

Row 11 *K1, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1. [11 sts]

Row 12 (WS) P1, *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

Row 13 K1, *P1, K1; rep from * to end.

Rows 14 to 17 Rep Rows 12 and 13 twice more.

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With the 

front and back WS tog, sew about 8cm from the fastened off point, 

down the side seam towards the cast-on edge. 

At the bottom of each side seam, sew the sides of the tube formed 

by Yarn A tog, maintaining the tube shape. The holes are left for the 

teapot handle and spout. 

Put the assembled Main Cosy onto the teapot to make the rem 

pieces easier to attach.

GOAL NET AND POSTS
Cast on 28 sts using 5.5mm needles and single thickness Yarn C.

Row 1 (RS) Knit.

Row 2 Knit.

Row 3 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

Row 4 Purl.

Row 5 K2, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to end.

Row 6 Purl.

Rows 7 to 26 Rep Rows 3 to 6 five more times.

Row 27 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

"Football fanatic grandads and dads will 
love this fun tea cosy knit for Father’s Day. 
There’s so much detail to unwrap, but it’s 

easier to knit than you think!"
KIRSTIE MCLEOD, EDITOR

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Stylecraft Special DK  

(100% acrylic, 100g/295m) 

1 ball each of  

Yarn A Grass Green (1821) 

Yarn B Nigella (2179) 

Yarn C White (1001) 

Yarn D Citron (1263) 

Yarn E Toy (1844) 

Yarn F Mocha (1064) 

Yarn G Lobelia (1825) 

Yarn H Walnut (1054) 

Yarn J Clementine (1853)

■■ Two pairs of 5.5mm needles

■■  A pair of 4mm needles

■■  Stitch holder

■■  Stuffing

■■  Removable stitch markers

■■  Small amount of black DK yarn

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists contact 

Stylecraft on 01484 848435 or 

www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Wool Warehouse  

0800 505 3300 

www.woolwarehouse.co.uk

■■  Yarn By The Sea  

07484 804108 

www.yarnbythesea.co.uk

TENSION
22 sts and 28 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st using 4mm 

needles with DK

14 sts and 23 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st using 

5.5mm needles with double  

thickness DK

SIZE
This tea cosy fits a 2-pint teapot or 

teapot that holds 6 to 8 cups

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79

Your local yarn shop is full 

of inspiration and expertise. 

Visit in person, buy while 

you’re there, and help 

keep your yarn community 

thriving. Find your local yarn 

shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL YARN 

SHOP
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Row 28 P2tog, P24, p2tog. [26 sts]

Row 29 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

Row 30 P2tog, P22, p2tog. [24 sts]

Row 31 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

Row 32 P2tog, P20, p2tog. [22 sts]

Row 33 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

Row 34 Purl.

Row 35 K2, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to end.

Row 36 Purl.

Row 37 Cast on 16 sts onto the left-hand needle, K1, *yo, k2tog; rep 

from * to last st, K1. [38 sts]

Row 38 Cast on 16 sts onto the left-hand needle, purl. [54 sts]

Row 39 K2, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to end.

Row 40 Purl.

Row 41 K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to last st, K1.

Rows 42 to 44 Purl, marking each end of Row 44.

Join an additional strand of Yarn C DK and work the following rows 

with double thickness.

Row 45 Knit.

Row 46 Purl.

Row 47 K14, (k2tog) twice, K18, (k2tog) twice, K14. [50 sts]

Row 48 Purl.

Row 49 K14, (kfb) twice, K18, (kfb) twice, K14. [54 sts]

Row 50 Purl.

Row 51 Knit.

Cast off loosely.

Roll a pencil thin sausage shape out of stuffing. With the WS of the 

Goal facing you, place the stuffing sausage along the double 

thickness st st section. Fold the cast-off edge over the stuffing, 

aligning it with the marked Row 44, and sew to form the Goal Posts.

Turn the Goal so the RS is facing you and the cast-on edge is on the 

bottom. Pin and sew the cast-on edge to the first Yarn B row on the 

back of the Main Cosy (see photo).

Without stretching the Net, fold the flaps of the Goal (where the 

extra sts were cast on) over the top of the Cosy. The Net edges of 

the flaps will align with the spout and handle openings on the front 

of the Main Cosy. Pin Net along these openings on both sides and 

sew into place.

Pull the centre front of the Goal Posts forward so that the  

stuffed top bar of the Goal rests on the second decrease row of  

the Main Cosy and the Goal Posts run straight down to the Yarn A 

section. Shape the top corners of the Goal by pinning and sewing 

into place.

GOALIE 
BODY

Cast on 14 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn D.

Rows 1 to 6 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st.

Row 7 P3, p2tog, P4, p2tog, P3. [12 sts]

Break Yarn D and join Yarn A.

Rows 8 to 12 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 13 K1, (k2tog) twice, K2, (k2tog) twice, K1. [8 sts]

Row 14 P1, p2tog, P2, p2tog, P1. [6 sts]

Break Yarn A and join Yarn E.

Row 15 *K2tog; rep from * to end. [3 sts]

Row 16 Purl.

Row 17 *Kfb; rep from * to end. [6 sts]

Row 18 *P1, pfb; rep from * to end. [9 sts]

Row 19 Kfb, K2, (kfb) 3 times, K2, kfb. [14 sts]

Rows 20 to 22 Starting with a WS Purl row work in st st,

Row 23 K2tog, *K1, k2tog; rep from * to end. [9 sts]

Row 24 Purl.

Row 25 K1, *k2tog; rep from * to end. [5 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With the 

WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges tog, 

stuffing the head and Yarn A torso firmly as you go, but half stuffing 

the Yarn D “shorts.” Flatten the Body so that the seam you have 

just sewn is at the centre back. Leave the bottom edge open.

With a length of black DK embroider the eyes and mouth, and  

with a length of Yarn E sew a few stitches on top of each other  

to create a nose.

ARMS (MAKE 2)

Cast on 2 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn A.

Row 1 (RS) *Kfb; rep from * to end. [4 sts]

Row 2 P3, pfb. [5 sts]

Row 3 Purl.

Break Yarn A and join Yarn E.

Rows 4 to 6 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 7 K1, sl 2, K2.

Row 8 P2, sl 2, P1.

Rows 9 to 11 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st.

Row 12 P2tog, P1, p2tog. [3 sts]

Row 13 *Kfb; rep from * to end. [6 sts]

Row 14 Purl.

Row 15 K2tog, K2, k2tog. [4 sts]

Row 16 (P2tog) twice. [2 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With the 

WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges 
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together but don’t stuff. Sew the Yarn A ends of the Arms to either 

side of the Body as if Arms are raised overhead.

LEGS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 6 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn D.

Row 1 (RS) K2, (kfb) twice, K2. [8 sts]

Rows 2 and 3 Knit.

Row 4 P2, (p2tog) twice, P2. [6 sts]

Break Yarn D and join Yarn C.

Rows 5 to 10 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st. 

Break Yarn C and join Yarn A.

Rows 11 and 12 Knit.

Break Yarn A and join Yarn E.

Row 13 Knit.

Row 14 P2, sl 2, P2.

Row 15 K2, sl 2, K2.

Rows 16 to 20 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Cast off.

Roll a pea-sized ball of stuffing and put this in the cast-on end of 

one Leg. With WS tog, sew the row-end edges of the Leg together 

taking care to line up the colour changes. At the cast-on edge, 

straighten the foot and sew the cast-on edge closed. Rep for 

second Leg.

The seams of the Legs should be at the centre back. Push the top 2 

rows of the legs up into the Body at the open bottom, and sew 

opening closed, securing the Legs inside. Sew front and back of 

Body tog between the Legs to create shorts.

HAIR
Cast on 14 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn F.

Rows 1 to 5 Knit.

Row 6 *K2tog; rep from * to end. [7 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With 

the WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges 

together. Place Hair onto the back of the head so that the centre 

back of the cast-on edge of the Hair rests on the neck of the Goalie. 

Sew into place.

Pin and sew the Goalie to the Main Cosy to look as if he is diving for 

the ball to save the goal.

STRIKER 
Cast on 14 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn G.

Rows 1 to 6 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st.

Row 7 P3, p2tog, P4, p2tog, P3. [12 sts]

Break Yarn G and join Yarn C.

Rows 8 to 12 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 13 K1, (k2tog) twice, K2, (k2tog) twice, K1. [8 sts]

Row 14 P1, p2tog, P2, p2tog, P1. [6 sts]

Break Yarn C and join Yarn E.

Row 15 *K2tog; rep from * to end. [3 sts]

Row 16 Purl.

Row 17 *Kfb; rep from * to end. [6 sts]

Row 18 *P1, pfb; rep from * to end. [9 sts]

Row 19 (Kfb) twice, K2, kfb, K2, (kfb) twice. [14 sts]

Rows 20 to 22 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 23 K2tog, *K1, k2tog. [9 sts]

Row 24 Purl.

Row 25 K1, *k2tog; rep from * to end. [5 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With 

the WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges 

tog, stuffing the head and Yarn C torso firmly as you go, but half 

STEP-BY-STEP YO YARN OVER (BETWEEN KNIT STITCHES)

1 Bring the yarn to the front of  

the needles before you work the  

next stitch.

2 Insert the right-hand needle into the 

next stitch, and wrap the yarn around 

the right-hand needle to knit the stitch.

3 This will bring the yarn between the 

needles to the front, and you can then 

pull it through the stitch as normal.

4 Slip the stitch off the needle. You will 

notice that the yarn over forms an extra 

loop to the right of the stitch you have 

just worked.
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stuffing the Yarn G “shorts.” Flatten the Body so that the seam you 

have just sewn is at the centre front. Leave the bottom edge open.

With a length of black DK embroider the eyes and mouth, and  

with a length of Yarn E sew a few stitches on top of each other  

to create a nose.

ARMS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 2 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn G.

Row 1 (RS) *Kfb; rep from * to end. [4 sts]

Row 2 P3, pfb. [5 sts]

Row 3 Purl.

Break Yarn G and join Yarn E.

Rows 4 to 6 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 7 K1, sl 2, K2.

Row 8 P2, sl 2, P1.

Rows 9 to 11 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st.

Row 12 P2tog, P1, p2tog. [3 sts]

Row 13 *Kfb; rep from * to end. [6 sts]

Row 14 Purl.

Row 15 K2tog, K2, k2tog. [4 sts]

Row 16 (P2tog) twice. [2 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten.  

With the WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end 

edges together but don’t stuff. Sew the Yarn G ends of Arms to 

either side of the Body in a downward position.

LEGS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 6 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn G.

Row 1 (RS) kfb, K4, kfb. [8 sts]

Rows 2 and 3 Knit.

Row 4 (WS) P2tog, P4, p2tog. [6 sts]

Break Yarn G and join Yarn C.

Rows 5 to 9 Starting with a RS knit row, work in st st. 

Break Yarn C and join Yarn G.

Rows 10 and 11 Knit.

Break Yarn G and join Yarn E.

Row 13 Knit.

Row 14 Sl 1, P4, sl 1.

Row 15 Sl 1, K4, sl 1.

Rows 16 to 20 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Cast off.

Roll a pea-sized ball of stuffing and put this in the cast-on end of 

one Leg. With WS tog, sew the row-end edges of the Leg together 

taking care to line up the colour changes. At the cast-on edge, 

straighten the foot and sew the cast-on edge closed. Rep for 

second Leg.

The seams of the Legs should be at the centre front. Push the top 2 

rows of the legs up into the Body at the open bottom, and sew 

opening closed, securing the Legs inside. Sew front and back of 

Body tog between the Legs to create shorts.

HAIR
Cast on 14 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn H.

Rows 1 to 4 Starting with a RS Knit row, work in st st.

Row 5 *K2tog; rep from * to end. [7 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With the 

WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges 

together. Pull the Hair onto the back of the head so that the centre 

back of the cast-on edge of the Hair rests on the neck of the Striker. 

Sew into place.

Pin and sew the Striker on the opposite side of the Goal from the 

Goalie, arranging his Arms and Legs to look like he’s just kicked the 

Football.

FOOTBALL
Cast on 5 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn J.

Row 1 (RS) *Kfb; rep from * to end. [10 sts]

Rows 2 to 4 Starting with a WS Purl row, work in st st.

Row 5 *K2tog; rep from * to end. [5 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten. With the 

WS facing and using mattress stitch, sew the row-end edges 

together, stuffing as you go. Sew a row of running stitches along the 

cast-on edge and draw-up to close. Pin and sew the Football to the 

Goal. 
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SNUGGLE SHADES
Colour block makes a bold statement with this chunky-striped baby  

blanket in compostable polyester. By Irene Handmadepast

NOT 
TOO

tricky!

E

X
C L U S I V

E
T

O

E
X

C

L
USIVE

T

O



53www.gathered.how/simplyknittingSubscribe at

BABY BLANKET

BABY BLANKET
Note Blanket is worked back and forth in rows,

BLANKET
Cast on 180 sts using 3mm needles and Yarn A. 

Row 1 (WS) (P1, K1) to end. 

Row 2 (RS) (K1, P1) to end. 

Work a further 19 rows in moss stitch as set.

Row 22 (K1, P1) 6 times, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 23 (P1, K1) 6 times, P to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Work a further 26 rows as set by Rows 22 and 23. 

Row 50 (K1, P1) 6 times, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 51 (P1, K1) 6 times, P12, (K12, P12) to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Work a further 22 rows as set by Rows 50 and 51. 

Row 74 (K1, P1) 6 times using Yarn A, break Yarn A and change to 

Yarn B, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 75 (P1, K1) 6 times, P12, (K12, P12) to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Row 76 (K1, P1) 6 times, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Work a further 20 rows as set by Rows 75 and 76.

Row 97 (P1, K1) 6 times, P to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Row 98 (K1, P1) 6 times, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Work a further 47 rows as set by Rows 97 and 98.

Row 146 (K1, P1) 6 times using Yarn B, break Yarn B and change to 

Yarn C, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 147 (P1, K1) 6 times, P to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Row 148 (K1, P1) 6 times, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Work a further 45 rows as set by Rows 147 and 148.

Row 194 (K1, P1) 6 times, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 

times. 

Row 195 (P1, K1) 6 times, P12, (K12, P12) to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 

times. 

EASY TO KNIT

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Scheepjes Kindsome  

(sportweight, 60% wool, 40% 

compostable polyester; 50g/150m)  

2 balls of each  

Yarn A Rich Soil (706) 

Yarn B Earthy Beige (704)  

Yarn C Vintage Rose (708)  

Yarn D Pumpkin Patch (712)  

Yarn E Pollen (711) 

■■ A 3mm circular needle, 80cm long

TENSION
28 sts and 41 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st using  

3mm needles 

MEASUREMENTS
66x88cm (26x34¾in)  

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists  

visit Scheepjes  

www.scheepjes.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Lindehobby 

 www.lindehobby.co.uk

■■  Yarnalicious  

www.yarnalicious.com

Work a further 22 rows as set by Rows 194 and 195.

Row 218 (K1, P1) 6 times using Yarn C, break Yarn C and change to 

Yarn D, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times.

Row 219 (P1, K1) 6 times, P12, (K12, P12) to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 

times. 

Row 220 (K1, P1) 6 times, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 

times. 

Work a further 21 rows as set by Rows 219 and 220.

Row 242 (K1, P1) 6 times, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 243 (P1, K1) 6 times, P to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Work a further 46 rows as set by Rows 242 and 243.

Row 290 (K1, P1) 6 times using Yarn D, break Yarn D and change to 

Yarn E, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Row 291 (P1, K1) 6 times, P to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 times. 

Row 292 (K1, P1) 6 times, K to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 times. 

Work a further 25 rows as set by Rows 291 and 292.

Row 318 (K1, P1) 6 times, K12, (P12, K12) to last 12 sts, (K1, P1) 6 

times. 

Row 319 (P1, K1) 6 times, P12, (K12, P12) to last 12 sts, (P1, K1) 6 

times. 

Work a further 22 rows as set by Rows 318 and 319.

Row 342 (K1, P1) to end.  

Row 343 (P1, K1) to end. 

Work a further 20 rows as set by rows 342 and 343.

Cast off all sts. 

FINISHING 
Weave in all ends and block to measurements. 

Your local yarn shop is full 

of inspiration and expertise. 

Visit in person, buy while 

you’re there, and help 

keep your yarn community 

thriving. Find your local yarn 

shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL YARN 

SHOP



The latest yarns
We’ve cherry picked our favourite new yarns this month so you  

can choose from alpaca, cotton and so much more

Eternity is a lightweight yarn that beautifully 

combines the warmth of wool, the softness 

of alpaca, and the durability of polyamide. 

This balanced blend creates a yarn that is 

both comfortable and practical, making it a 

pleasure to knit with. The finished fabric has 

a lovely drape and a cosy feel, perfect for 

garments and accessories you’ll reach for 

again and again. 

If you like big balls of yarn, Festival is sure to 

impress! With a massive 480 metres on a 

single ball, this loose-spun, variegated yarn 

is perfect for larger aran-weight projects. The 

changing colours create beautiful interest 

as you knit. With eight vibrant shades in the 

range, you can easily pick a colourway that 

gets you festival ready for the summer.

Kickstart your summer knits with Stylecraft 

Cotton Twist, a fresh addition to the 

Stylecraft range. This yarn offers beautiful 

stitch definition, making it perfect for 

showing off textured patterns, lace details, 

and simple summer designs alike. With eight 

on-trend shades, Cotton Twist will help you 

to create pieces that are both comfortable 

and effortlessly fashionable.

Lang Yarns Cotton Tweed is right on trend 

for this summer, bringing effortless style to 

your cool knits. The subtle tweed flecks add 

depth and character, making even simple 

designs feel special. With 21 seasonal shades 

to choose from for lightweight tops, and 

accessories, it’s the perfect choice for stylish 

summer projects with a contemporary feel.

Baby Cashsoft Worsted is pure luxury in yarn 

form. Wonderfully soft to the touch, it creates 

fabrics that feel gentle and comfortable, 

making it an excellent choice for delicate 

skin. The yarn knits up smoothly, perfect for 

knitting thoughtful baby gifts, it also works 

beautifully for everyday garments that need 

both softness and durability.

Copenhagen Fibers is a fresh new yarn brand 

from Hobbii, offering 29 shades inspired 

by the iconic sights of Copenhagen. Soft, 

versatile, and easy to work with, it’s ideal 

for elegant, wearable pieces with a subtle 

modern palette. Whether you’re knitting 

stylish layers or light children’s garments, 

Merino Light delivers inspiration and quality.

RRP £4.99  WEIGHT DK  NEEDLE 4mm  

BALL 50g/180m  CONTENT 70% Extra 

fine Merino wool, 18% polyamide, 12% 

alpaca  CARE Machine wash 30°C, dry flat 

www.kingcole.com

RRP £10.99  WEIGHT Worsted/aran  

NEEDLE 4-5mm  BALL 200g/480m  

CONTENT 100% premium acrylic   

CARE Machine wash 30°C, dry flat

www.cygnetyarns.com

RRP £4.19  WEIGHT DK  NEEDLE 4mm  

BALL 100g/210m  CONTENT 50%  

cotton, 50% premium acrylic  CARE

Machine wash 30°C, tumble dry 

www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk

RRP £10.49  WEIGHT Aran  NEEDLE 3.5-4 

mm  BALL 50g/130m  CONTENT 67%  

cotton, 24% silk, 9% polyester   

CARE Machine wash 30°C, dry flat

www.knitmcintosh.com

RRP £7.30  WEIGHT Worsted  NEEDLE

5mm  BALL 50g/75m  CONTENT 57% 

wool 33%, acrylic, 10% cashmere   

CARE Machine wash 30°C, dry flat 

www.knitrowan.com

RRP £6 WEIGHT 4ply  NEEDLE 3.5mm  

BALL 50g/235m  CONTENT 100%  

Merino wool  CARE Machine wash  

30°C, dry flat

www.hobbii.co.uk

KING COLE 

ETERNITY

CYGNET YARNS

FESTIVAL

STYLECRAFT

COTTON TWIST

LANG YARNS

COTTON TWEED

ROWAN

BABY CASHSOFT 
WORSTED

HOBBII, COPENHAGEN FIBERS

MERINO LIGHT

We love

YARN REVIEWS
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SUMMER SCENE
Delicate detailing gives this cardigan an effortlessly cool, understated  

feel – perfect for chilled-out days. By Annika Andrea Wolke for Rowan

NOT 
TOO

tricky!

NEW from



CROPPED CARDIGAN
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CROPPED CARDIGAN

CROPPED CARDIGAN
Note When working patt from charts, take care to ensure each dec 

of patt is matched by an inc. If there are insufficient sts to work 

both, work end sts of rows in st st.

BACK
Cast on 121 (135: 149: 163: 177: 191: 205: 219: 233) sts using 2.5mm 

needles and Yarn A.

Row 1 (RS) P1, *K1tbl, P1, rep from * to end.

Row 2 K1, *P1tbl, K1, rep from * to end.

These 2 rows form twisted rib.

Cont in twisted rib until work meas 4cm, ending with RS facing for 

next row. 

Change to 3mm needles.

Beg with a K row, work in st st for 7 rows, ending with WS facing for 

next row.

Next row (WS) P2tog, (P5, p2tog) 17 (19: 21: 23: 25: 27: 29: 31: 33) 

times. [103 (115: 127: 139: 151: 163: 175: 187: 199) sts]

Joining in and breaking off colours as required and beg and ending 

rows as indicated, repeating the 8-st patt repeat 12 (14: 14: 16: 18:

20: 20: 22: 24) times across each row, cont in patt from Body Chart 

as folls:

Work all 26 rows of Body Chart, ending with RS facing for next row.

Break off contrasts and cont using Yarn A only.

Next row (RS) Inc in first st, (K5, inc in next st) 17 (19: 21: 23: 25: 27:

29: 31: 33) times. [121 (135: 149: 163: 177: 191: 205: 219: 233) sts]

Beg with a purl row, complete Back in st st as folls:

Cont straight until Back meas 24.5 (25.5: 26: 26.5: 27: 27.5: 27.5:

28.5: 28.5)cm, ending with RS facing for next row.

SHAPE ARMHOLES

Cast off 6 (7: 8: 9: 10: 11: 12: 14: 15) sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

[109 (121: 133: 145: 157: 169: 181: 191: 203) sts]

Dec 1 st at each end of next 5 (7: 7: 9: 9: 11: 11: 13: 15) rows, then on 

foll 5 (6: 9: 9: 11: 10: 14: 15: 16) alt rows. 

[89 (95: 101: 109: 117: 127: 131: 135: 141) sts]

Cont straight until armhole meas 19 (20: 21.5: 23: 24.5: 26: 27: 28:

29)cm, ending with RS facing for next row. 

SHAPE SHOULDERS AND BACK NECK

Next row (RS) Cast off 8 (9: 10: 11: 12: 13: 14: 15: 16) sts, K until 

there are 19 (20: 22: 24: 27: 30: 31: 32: 34) sts on right needle and 

turn, leaving rem sts on a holder. 

Work each side of neck separately.

Dec 1 st at neck edge of next 3 rows, ending with RS facing for next 

row, and AT THE SAME TIME cast off 8 (9: 10: 11: 12: 13: 14: 15: 16) 

sts at beg of 2nd row.

Cast off rem 8 (8: 9: 10: 12: 14: 14: 14: 15) sts.

With RS facing, slip centre 35 (37: 37: 39: 39: 41: 41: 41: 41) sts onto 

a holder (for front band), rejoin yarn and K to end.

Complete to match first side, reversing shapings.

LEFT FRONT
Cast on 61 (67: 75: 81: 89: 95: 103: 109: 117) sts using 2.5mm 

needles and Yarn A.

Row 1 (RS) *P1, K1tbl, rep from * to last st, K1.

Row 2 K1, *P1tbl, K1, rep from * to end.

These 2 rows form twisted rib.

Cont in twisted rib until work meas 4cm, inc 0 (1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0) st 

at end of last row and ending with RS facing for next row. 

[61 (68: 75: 82: 89: 96: 103: 110: 117) sts]

Change to 3mm needles.

**Beg with a K row, work in st st for 7 rows, ending with WS facing 

for next row.

Next row (WS) P2, p2tog, (P5, p2tog) 8 (9: 10: 11: 12: 13: 14: 15: 16) 

times, P1. [52 (58: 64: 70: 76: 82: 88: 94: 100) sts]

Joining in and breaking off colours as required and beg and ending 

rows as indicated, repeating the 8-st patt repeat 5 (6: 6: 7: 8: 9: 9:

10: 11) times across each row, cont in patt from Body Chart as folls:

Work all 26 rows of Chart, ending with RS facing for next row.

Break off contrasts and cont using Yarn A only.

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Rowan Summerlite 4ply  

(100% cotton, 50g/175m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■ A pair of 2.5mm needles

■■ A pair of 3mm needles

■■  A set of 2.5mm circular needles at 

least 120cm long

■■ 3 buttons, 20mm diameter

TENSION
28 sts and 36 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st  

using 3mm needles

ABBREVIATIONS
p2sso Pass 2 slipped sts over

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists contact 

Rowan on  01924 371501 or 

visit www.knitrowan.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Little Wool Shop  

01495 239416  

www.littlewoolshop.com

■■  The Orry Mill  

07737020726 

www.theorrymill.co.uk

sl2togK Slip next 2 sts together as 

though to k2tog

For a full list see page 79
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SLEEVE
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FRONTS & BACK

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP
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CROPPED CARDIGAN

Next row (RS) K2, inc in next st, (K5, inc in next st) 8 (9: 10: 11: 12:

13: 14: 15: 16) times, K1. [61 (68: 75: 82: 89: 96: 103: 110: 117) sts]

Beg with a purl row, complete Left Front in st st as folls:

Cont straight until 20 rows less have been worked than on Back to 

beg of armhole shaping, ending with RS facing for next row.

SHAPE FRONT SLOPE

Dec 1 st at end of next and foll 3 (3: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0) alt rows, then 

on 3 (3: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4) foll 4th rows. 

[54 (61: 70: 77: 84: 91: 98: 105: 112) sts]

Work 1 (1: 3: 3: 3: 3: 3: 3: 3) rows, ending with RS facing for next row.

SHAPE ARMHOLE

Cast off 6 (7: 8: 9: 10: 11: 12: 14: 15) sts at beg and dec 0 (0: 1: 1: 1: 1:

1: 1: 1) st at end of next row. [48 (54: 61: 67: 73: 79: 85: 90: 96) sts]

Work 1 row.

Dec 1 st at armhole edge of next 5 (7: 7: 9: 9: 11: 11: 13: 15) rows, 

then on foll 5 (6: 9: 9: 11: 10: 14: 15: 16) alt rows and AT THE SAME 

TIME dec 1 st at front slope edge of next (next: 3rd: 3rd: 3rd: 3rd: 

3rd: 3rd: 3rd) and 3 (4: 5: 6: 7: 7: 9: 9: 7) foll 4th rows, then on 0 (0:

0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 2) foll 6th rows. 

[34 (36: 39: 42: 45: 50: 50: 52: 55) sts]

Dec 1 st at front slope edge only on 2nd (2nd: 2nd: 4th: 4th: 4th: 4th:

2nd: 2nd) and 8 (8: 8: 8: 4: 4: 0: 0: 0) foll 4th rows, then on 0 (0: 0: 0:

3: 4: 6: 6: 6) foll 6th rows, then on foll 8th row. 

[24 (26: 29: 32: 36: 40: 42: 44: 47) sts]

Cont straight until Left Front matches Back to beg of shoulder 

shaping, ending with RS facing for next row.

SHAPE SHOULDERS AND BACK NECK

Cast off 8 (9: 10: 11: 12: 13: 14: 15: 16) sts at beg of next and 

following alt row.

Work 1 row.

Cast off rem 8 (8: 9: 10: 12: 14: 14: 14: 15) sts.

RIGHT FRONT
Cast on 61 (67: 75: 81: 89: 95: 103: 109: 117) sts using 2.5mm 

needles and Yarn A.

SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. Simply follow our 

colour-coded measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE 4-6 8-10 12-14 16-18 20-22 24-26 28-30 32-34 36-38

TO FIT BUST
cm 71-76 81-86 91-97 102-107 112-117 122-127 132-137 142-147 152-157

in 28-30 32-34 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50 52-54 56-58 60-62

ACTUAL BUST
cm 86.5 96.5 106.5 116.5 126.5 136.5 146.5 156.5 166.5

in 34 38 42 453/4 493/4 533/4 573/4 611/2 651/2

LENGTH
cm 45 47 49 51 53 55 56 58 59

in 173/4 181/2 191/4 20 203/4 213/4 22 223/4 231/4

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 34 35 35 36 36 36 36 36 36

in 131/2 133/4 133/4 141/4 141/4 141/4 141/4 141/4 141/4

YARN Rowan Summerlite 4ply (50g/175m)

Yarn A Washed Linen (418) 5 6 7 7 8 9 9 10 10

Yarn B Mint (451) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Yarn C Mustard (455) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Yarn D Pale (452) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1

3

5

510152025

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

Sizes 8-10 & 24-26

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

Sizes 4-6, 20-22 & 36-38

Sizes 16-18 & 32-34

Sizes 12-14 & 28-30

Left Front Right Front

K on RS; P on WS

P on RS; K on WS

Yarn B

Yarn C

Yarn D

Sl1, K1, psso on RS; P2tog tbl on WS

K2tog on RS; P2tog on WS

Yfwd on RS; Yrn on WS

Sl2togK, K1, p2sso on RS; 

Sl1 wyif, p2tog tbl, psso on WS

Repeat

1

3

5

7

9

11

2

4

6

8

10

12

Size 4-6

Sizes 16-18 & 20-22

Size 24-26

Size 12-14

Size 8-10

Size 28-30

Sizes 32-34 & 36-38

BODY CHART

SLEEVE CHART

KEY

HOW TO USE  
OUR CHARTS
Start at the bottom right-hand  

corner. Read right-side rows from  

right to left and wrong-side rows 

from left to right. A row of squares 

represents a row of knitting
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Row 1 (RS) K1, *K1tbl, P1, rep from * to end.

Row 2 K1, *P1tbl, K1, rep from * to end.

These 2 rows form twisted rib.

Cont in twisted rib until work meas 4cm, inc 0 (1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0) st 

at beg of last row and ending with RS facing for next row. 

[61 (68: 75: 82: 89: 96: 103: 110: 117) sts]

Change to 3mm needles and complete to match Left Front from **, 

reversing shapings.

SLEEVES
Cast on 65 (67: 71: 73: 73: 75: 75: 79: 79) sts using 2.5mm needles 

and Yarn A.

Work in twisted rib as given for Back for 4cm, ending with RS facing 

for next row. 

Change to 3mm needles.

Beg with a K row, work in st st for 7 rows, inc 1 st at each end of 5th 

(5th: 5th: 5th: 5th: 5th: 3rd: 3rd: 3rd) and 0 (0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 1: 1: 1) foll 

4th row and ending with WS facing for next row. 

[67 (69: 73: 75: 75: 77: 79: 83: 83) sts]

Next row (WS) P1 (2: 4: 5: 5: 6: 7: 9: 9), p2tog, (P5, p2tog) 9 times, 

P1 (2: 4: 5: 5: 6: 7: 9: 9). [57 (59: 63: 65: 65: 67: 69: 73: 73) sts]

Joining in and breaking off colours as required and beg and ending 

rows as indicated, repeating the 4-st patt repeat 13 times across 

each row, cont in patt from Chart for Sleeve as folls:

Inc 1 st at each end of 3rd (3rd: 3rd: 3rd: 3rd: next: 3rd: 3rd: 3rd) 

and 1 (1: 1: 1: 1: 2: 2: 2: 2) foll 6th (6th: 6th: 6th: 6th: 4th: 4th: 4th:

4th) rows, taking inc sts into patt. 

[61 (63: 67: 69: 69: 73: 75: 79: 79) sts]

Work 3 (3: 3: 3: 3: 3: 1: 1: 1) rows, ending after Chart Row 12 and with 

RS facing for next row.

Break off contrasts and cont using Yarn A only.

Next row (RS) (Inc in first st) 0 (0: 0: 0: 0: 1: 0: 0: 0) times, K3 (4: 6:

7: 7: 8: 10: 12: 12), inc in next st, (K5, inc in next st) 9 times, K3 (4: 6:

7: 7: 8: 10: 12: 12), (inc in last st) 0 (0: 0: 0: 0: 1: 0: 0: 0) times. 

[71 (73: 77: 79: 79: 85: 85: 89: 89) sts]

Beg with a purl row, complete Sleeve in st st as folls:

Inc 1 st at each end of 2nd (2nd: 2nd: 2nd: 2nd: 4th: 2nd: 2nd: 2nd) 

and 11 (11: 9: 7: 1: 0: 0: 0: 0) foll 6th rows, then on 4 (5: 8: 12: 21: 22:

21: 20: 18) foll 4th rows, then on foll 0 (0: 0: 0: 0: 0: 3: 5: 9) alt rows. 

[103 (107: 113: 119: 125: 131: 135: 141: 145) sts]

Work 3 rows, ending with RS facing for next row. [Sleeve should 

meas approx 34 (35: 35: 36: 36: 36: 36: 36: 36)cm.]

SHAPE TOP

Cast off 6 (7: 8: 9: 10: 11: 12: 14: 15) sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

[91 (93: 97: 101: 105: 109: 111: 113: 115) sts]

Dec 1 st at each end of next 3 rows, then on foll alt row, then on 4 foll 

4th rows. [75 (77: 81: 85: 89: 93: 95: 97: 99) sts]

Work 1 row.

Dec 1 st at each end of next and every foll alt row until 63 sts rem, 

then on foll 11 rows, ending with RS facing for next row. [41 sts]

Cast off 5 sts at beg of next 4 rows.

Cast off rem 21 sts.

MAKING UP
Block gently, following any instructions on the ball band. Join both 

shoulder seams using mattress stitch, or back stitch if preferred. 

FRONT BAND 

With RS facing, using 2.5mm circular needle and Yarn A, beg and 

ending at Front cast-on edges, pick up and knit 58 (60: 62: 64: 66:

66: 66: 70: 70) sts up Right Front opening edge to beg of front slope 

shaping, 74 (77: 81: 86: 91: 95: 98: 101: 104) sts up Right Front 

slope, and 3 sts down right side of Back neck, K across 35 (37: 37:

39: 39: 41: 41: 41: 41) sts on Back holder, then pick up and knit 3 sts 

up left side of Back neck, 74 (77: 81: 86: 91: 95: 98: 101: 104) sts 

down Left Front slope to beg of front slope shaping, and 58 (60: 62:

64: 66: 66: 66: 70: 70) sts down Left Front opening edge. 

[305 (317: 329: 345: 359: 369: 375: 389: 395) sts]

Row 1 (WS) K1, *P1tbl, K1, rep from * to end.

Row 2 K1, K1tbl, *P1, K1tbl, rep from * to last st, K1.

These 2 rows form twisted rib.

Work in twisted rib for a further 3 rows, ending with RS facing for 

next row.

Row 6 (RS) Rib 6, *cast off 2 sts (to make a buttonhole – cast on 2 

sts over these cast-off sts on next row), rib until there are 22 (23:

24: 25: 26: 26: 26: 28: 28) sts on right needle after cast-off, rep from 

* once more, cast off 2 sts (to make 3rd buttonhole – cast on 2 sts 

over these cast-off sts on next row), rib to end.

Cont in twisted rib for a further 7 rows, ending with RS facing for 

next row.

Cast off loosely in rib.

FINISHING
Place centre of cast-off edge of Sleeve to shoulder seam. Set in 

Sleeve, easing sleevehead into armhole. Join side and Sleeve 

seams. Sew on buttons to correspond with buttonholes. 

STEP-BY-STEP  P2TOG PURL TWO TOGETHER

1 Push the point of your right-hand 

needle through the first two stitches on 

your left-hand needle, going from right 

to left as you would for a purl stitch.

2 Bring yarn anti-clockwise around the 

needle, between the two needles.

3 Pull the yarn through both stitches, 

as you would when working a purl 

stitch, and drop both stitches from the 

left-hand needle.

4 Purling two stitches together 

decreases your stitch count by one, 

and the decrease stitch leans to the 

right. This is how a series looks on the 

right side of stocking stitch. 
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Travelmarvel, part of the award-winning APT Travel Group, 
creates expertly planned journeys across Europe, Egypt and 
Asia, including yacht cruises along Croatia’s coastline.

With return UK flights, transfers, guided excursions, tipping and 

daily meals with drinks included, you can simply relax and enjoy 
premium travel at excellent value.

It’s refined travel, shaped by experience, care and confidence.

Exceptional value included

More choice, deeper discovery

Relaxed expert-led cruising

Comfortable, effortless travel

Thoughtfully designed itineraries

Cruise Collective partners with leading cruise lines to give members access 

to partner savings. Join once for free and use across multiple cruise lines

Travelmarvel highlights

Premium River and 

Yacht Cruise journeys with 

exceptional value built in

*  Terms & Conditions apply. Visit www.cruise-collective.com/terms-and-conditions/ 

travelmarvel-premium-cruises-terms-and-conditions to learn more.

CRUISE-COLLECTIVE.COM
1.  Join Cruise Collective for free 
2. Receive your exclusive member code 
3. Book directly with Travelmarvel using the code

HOW TO REDEEM YOUR SAVING

• Invites to exclusive events

• Exclusive partner savings

• No points. No tiers. Just benefits.

• Book directly with the cruise lines

• Travel tips and inspiration

• Advice and editorial

Join Cruise Collective for free to receive...
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Roll  
the dice

Craft the perfect birthday gift this season when you cast on  
this bright and bold playmat game. By Ann Franklin

PART

One

CAST ON 
OUR KAL

Collect all four parts to 
create our fun snakes  

and ladders game

Enjoy for years
to come!
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SNAKES AND LADDERS GAME
Notes The playing board is made by knitting 6 columns, which are 

then joined, and a separate border added.

COLUMN 1
Cast on 18 sts using 6mm needles and Yarn A.

Rows 1 to 22 Starting on a RS knit row, work in st st.

Break off Yarn A.

Join in Yarn B and starting on a RS knit row, work 22 rows in st st.

Break off Yarn B.

Join in Yarn C and starting on a RS knit row, work 22 rows in st st.

Break off Yarn C.

Join in Yarn D and starting on a RS knit row, work 22 rows in st st.

Break off Yarn D.

Join in Yarn E and starting on a RS knit row, work 22 rows in st st.

Break off Yarn E.

Join in Yarn A and starting on a RS knit row, work 22 rows in st st.

Cast off.

COLUMN 2
Work in the same way as Column 1, but using the following yarn 

sequence:

Yarn B, Yarn E, Yarn A, Yarn B, Yarn C, Yarn D.

COLUMN 3
Work in the same way as Column 1, but using the following yarn 

sequence:

Yarn D, Yarn C, Yarn B, Yarn E, Yarn A, Yarn E.

"Snakes and ladders is a well-loved 
childhood game and this soft, knitted 

version will make a great addition to your 
outdoor picnics this summer."

SOPHIE JORDAN, DEPUTY EDITOR

T 
his issue we’re excited to bring you the first part of our Snakes and 

Ladders Knit-Along. It’s playful, tactile, and full of charm and fun. 

Our wonderfully unique KAL features pretty pastel colour 

squares, 3D snakes and ladders, plus counters and a die, all designed for 

soft playtimes. Across four issues we’ll reveal each new section for you to 

knit as it arrives. Or, if you prefer, wait until every part is released and 

create it all together.  Make sure you email us with your finished knits!

EASY TO KNIT

YOU WILL NEED
■■  King Cole Big Value Chunky  

(100% acrylic, 100g/152m) 

1 ball of each 

Yarn A Sweet Pea (3492) 

Yarn B Sugar Pink (3490) 

Yarn C Blue (0824) 

Yarn D Basil (3489) 

Yarn E Rose (1542) 

Yarn F Caramel (0546) 

Yarn G Moss (0548) 

Yarn H Green (0833) 

Yarn J Spice (3282) 

Yarn K Red (0553) 

Yarn L Purple (3105) 

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists contact King  

Cole on 01756 703670 or visit 

www.kingcole.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  The Knitters Attic  

01394 547077 

www.theknittersattic.co.uk

■■  Pretty Knits Wool Shop  

01325 494440, www.

prettyknitswoolshop.co.uk

Yarn M Orange (0144) 

Yarn N Navy (0550) 

Yarn O Sea Breeze (3493) 

Yarn P Yellow (0828)

■■ A pair of 6mm needles

■■ A 6mm circular needle, 80cm long

■■ Stitch marker

■■  Sewing threads to match Yarns G, 

H, J, K and P

■■ Two sheets of felt, 30x23cm

■■ Toy filling

■■ 3 press studs, 1cm

Yarns used in this part of the KAL

Yarn A Sweet Pea (3492)

Yarn B Sugar Pink (3490)

Yarn C Blue (0824)

Yarn D Basil (3489)

Yarn E Rose (1542)

Yarn F Caramel (0546)

TENSION
14 sts and 20 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over stocking  

stitch using 6mm needles 

MEASUREMENTS
Game board 76x70cm (30x271/2in)

Die 11.5x11.5x11.5cm (41/2x41/2x41/2in)

Counters 10cm (4in) diameter

Storage pouch 45.5x41.5cm 

(18x16.5in)

ABBREVIATIONS
For a full list see page 79

Your local yarn shop is full of inspiration and expertise. Visit 

in person, buy while you’re there, and help keep your yarn 

community thriving. Find your local yarn shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP

IT MATTERS!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL
YARN 
SHOP
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COLUMN 4
Work in the same way as Column 1, but using the following yarn 

sequence:

Yarn E, Yarn A, Yarn C, Yarn D, Yarn B, Yarn C.

COLUMN 5
Work in the same way as Column 1, but using the following yarn 

sequence:

Yarn C, Yarn D, Yarn E, Yarn A, Yarn D, Yarn B.

COLUMN 6
Work in the same way as Column 1, but using the following yarn 

sequence:

Yarn A, Yarn B, Yarn D, Yarn C, Yarn E, Yarn A.

MAKING UP
Using mattress stitch, join Column 2 to Column 1, matching  

colour changes. Join the remaining columns in sequence  

using photo as a guide.

SIDE BORDERS (BOTH ALIKE)
Using the long-tail method, cast on 108 sts using 6mm needles and 

Yarn F.

Row 1 (RS) *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

Row 2 *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

These 2 rows form rib.

Work 3 more rows in rib.

Cast off in rib from WS.

TOP/BOTTOM BORDERS (BOTH ALIKE)
Using the long-tail method, cast on 120 sts using 6mm needles and 

Yarn F.

Work 5 rows in rib as given for Side Borders.

Cast off in rib from WS.

FINISHING
Using Yarn F, mattress stitch the Side Borders to Columns 1 and 6, 

then stitch Top and Bottom Borders in place along top/bottom of 

Columns and Side Borders. Block to measurements, following any 

yarn care instructions on the ball band and weave in all ends. 
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ASK THE EXPERTS CONTACT US!Got a question for our  experts? Then email us at simplyknitting@ourmedia. co.uk or write to us at  Simply Knitting,  Our Media, Eagle House, Bristol  BS1 4ST

Write to our accomplished Q&A experts and have your tricky  
knitting queries and questions answered in no time!

Sophie Jordan
Deputy Editor

Product expert and Fair Isle fanatic,

Sophie loves talking about the latest

trends and cool colour combos

 QUESTION OF  

THE MONTH

Cory Sydee
Technical Editor

Tech expert and knitting super-fan, Cory 

likes to delve into the toughest 

of knitting conundrums

Kirstie McLeod
Editor

Sock knitting fan and all-round knit 

genius, Kirstie enjoys designing and 

creating lace, cables and more

Jen Bartlett
Technical Editor

Stitch expert and technical whizz, Jen 

tackles the trickiest of knitting problems 

with ease

PEEK-A-BOO STUFFING

Q
I decided to knit a toy elephant for 

my niece, but after stuffing it, the 

stuffing peeks through the stitches. 

Should I have used smaller needles? 

Michelle Thorne

Toys often benefit from a tighter gauge 

than garments. Even if the pattern 

suggests a needle size, it’s often wise to go 

down one or two sizes to create a dense 

fabric that contains stuffing neatly. Pay 

particular attention to inc/dec points, as 

those areas can open up slightly. Avoid 

overfilling; too much stuffing stretches the 

stitches apart. For your current elephant, 

you might be able to gently redistribute or 

remove a little stuffing to reduce strain on 

those stitches. Kirstie

LEANING LINEN

Q
I’m knitting a linen summer top, and 

no matter how evenly I knit, the fabric 

looks skewed — almost biasing to one 

side. Will blocking fix this? 

Sienna Morgan

Linen and linen blends are notorious for 

biasing, particularly in stockinette. This 

happens because of how the yarn is spun 

and how knit stitches lean. The good news is 

that linen responds beautifully to blocking. 

A proper wet block — soaking, gently 

squeezing out water, then laying flat and 

patting into shape — often corrects much of 

Careful stuffing is key to getting
 a good finish for your toy 

the skewing. Linen also softens and relaxes 

with wear, so the fabric will settle over time. 

If the bias is dramatic, alternating skeins or 

incorporating a subtle textured stitch can 

help counteract the lean in future projects. 

Jen

Try a textured stitch
for your linen knits

Getting your floats neat 
is all about spacing

FAILING FLOATS

Q
I’m working stranded colourwork mittens, 

and the floats inside are either too tight 

or so loose that my fingers catch on them. I’ve 

tried relaxing my hands, but I can’t seem to get a 

happy medium. What am I missing? 

T Cronin

Stranded knitting is really about spacing. After 

every few stitches, spread the stitches out fully 

along your right needle before carrying the float 

across. This ensures the float is long enough to 

accommodate the fabric when it stretches over 

your hand. For mittens especially, turn the work 

inside out occasionally — this forces you to work 

along the outer curve and naturally lengthens 

floats. If your pattern has long gaps between colour 

changes, “catch” the float midway to anchor it 

without tightening. It takes practice, but consistency 

improves quickly once you focus on stitch spacing 

rather than hand tension. Sophie
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ASK THE EXPERTS

SOFT BUT UNSTABLE

Q
I’m knitting a ribbed hat in alpaca, 

and after a few hours of wear, the 

brim stretches out and doesn’t bounce 

back. Is alpaca unsuitable for ribbing? 

Akin D

Alpaca has very little memory compared 

to wool, which means it doesn’t spring 

back into shape. You can improve structure 

by holding the alpaca together with a wool 

or elastic thread, or by working the brim on 

needles one or two sizes smaller. Another 

trick is to knit a folded brim, doubling 

the fabric for extra resilience. Alpaca is 

wonderfully soft and warm, but for fitted 

areas like hat brims, blending it with wool 

gives much better elasticity. Sophie

CABLE CHAOS

Q
I’m trying to knit a cabled scarf 

using a soft chunky Merino wool, 

but the cables keep looking loose and 

sloppy, even though my tension feels 

consistent elsewhere. Is there a trick 

to making cables look crisp without 

tightening the whole piece too much? 

Toni W

This can sometimes happen with a soft, 

springy yarn like Merino, especially when 

it’s chunky. The trick is to use a slightly 

smaller needle just for the cable sections 

– this can help the stitches pull together 

neatly without tightening your whole 

row. You can also block your scarf gently 

afterward; cables often spring into a much 

cleaner shape once soaked and pinned. 

Remember, cables are meant to “breathe,” 

so don’t panic if they’re not razor-sharp 

straight off the needles. A few practice 

swatches will help you find the right 

balance for your cables. Over time, you’ll 

also notice that your tension becomes 

more consistent, which naturally makes 

cables look crisper and more defined in 

your finished fabric. Kirstie

Practice makes perfect 
when it comes to cables

Make your steek nice and 
secure before cutting 

Mix alpaca with other
yarns for more stability

1 Pick up stitches  

with precision

Don’t guess your pick 

ups. Calculate your 

pickup ratio based on 

row gauge – typically 

three stitches for 

every four rows 

along vertical 

edges. An uneven pick-up 

rate causes flaring or pulling, no 

matter how neat your knitting is. 

2 Stabilise before you knit

Button bands stretch because they carry 

weight. Work the band on needles one 

size smaller, or reinforce the edge with 

a crochet chain or slip-stitch selvedge, 

before picking up stitches. For drapey 

fibres, consider sewing in fine elastic after 

you’ve completed your garment.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Choose the right cast-off

A standard bind-off may not give you the 

finish you want. For ribbed bands, use 

a tubular or sewn bind-off to maintain 

elasticity and polish. For structured 

cardigans, a firm traditional bind-off 

provides stability. Match the finish to the 

garment’s intended drape and use.

3 WAYS TO  

BETTER BUTTON BANDS 

DYE-LOT DILEMMA

Q
I’m halfway through a patterned 

baby cardigan and just realised my 

dye lot changed between skeins. The 

difference is subtle but noticeable in 

daylight. Is there any way to disguise it 

without ripping back? 

Hayley-Jade Dando

You may not need to undo your work. 

Start alternating the two skeins every two 

rows for the remainder of the project. This 

blending technique softens the transition 

and makes the shift appear gradual rather 

than abrupt. If the contrast line is already 

formed, consider adding a small design 

element — perhaps a contrasting stripe 

or dotting — to make it look intentional. 

In smaller garments like baby cardigans, 

subtle shifts often disappear once the 

piece is washed and worn. Cory

MEEK STEEKING

Q
I’m knitting my first steeked cardi 

and I’m terrified of cutting into it. 

The yarn is a non-superwash wool, but 

it feels smoother than I expected. How 

can I make sure it won’t unravel? 

Sam Harvey

Your instinct to check the fibre is good. 

Non-superwash wool usually has enough 

“grab” to hold after cutting, but smoother 

wools benefit from reinforcement. Before 

cutting, secure the steek with either a line 

of crochet chains or a sewing machine 

stitch on both sides of the steek column. 

Once reinforced, cut slowly up the centre 

with sharp scissors. It feels dramatic, but if 

reinforced properly, the fabric will remain 

stable and secure. Jen

Try Jen Bartlett’s top tips  
for fabulous fastenings



✔  Over 20 crochet patterns every month, with clear instructions, expert guidance 

and projects designed to spark joy, from stylish garments to cute amigurumi toys and 

so much more. Advance your crochet skills and enjoy creating designs that feel worth 

the time you put in.

✔  Save 20%* when you subscribe and pay just £46.99 every 6 issues by Direct Debit

✔  Plus, receive FREE delivery direct to your door and a fab crochet gift every issue
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Get creative with
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LEO THE LOUNGERLEO THE LOUNGER
Brighten up bedtimes with this gorgeous pillow pal! He loves his best  

mate to snuggle up with him at night time. By Amanda Berry
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LION CUSHION

www.gathered.how/simplyknitting68 Subscribe at

LION CUSHION
Casting on and off Unless otherwise specified, use a regular 

knitted cast on/off for all pieces.

Sewing seams Use mattress stitch to sew the seams unless 

otherwise instructed. 

Cushion inner pad The lion’s body covers a cylindrical bolster 

cushion pad. The knitted cover will stretch, so if your cushion inner 

pad is of slightly different dimensions to the one recommended the 

knitted cover should still stretch to fit it comfortably. If you cannot 

source a bolster cushion pad, you can stuff the body of the lion with 

toy filling instead.

Couching embroidery stitch This technique is used to add the 

mouth and eyes and uses 2 threads. Black DK yarn is laid on the 

surface in the required shape, and a black cotton thread (the 

couching thread) is used to secure it with small stitches over the 

laid yarn at even intervals to hold it in place. 

"I love a fun bolster cushion! From sausage 

dogs to sticks of rock, they always bring a 
smile to my face. This one by top designer 

Amanda Berry is my new favourite!"
SOPHIE JORDAN, DEPUTY EDITOR

Not suitable for children under three years old due to 

small parts

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Hayfield Bonus DK  

(100% acrylic, 100g/280m) 

2 balls of 

Yarn A Cornfield (574) 

1 ball of each 

Yarn B Cream (812) 

Yarn C Black (965) 

Yarn D Burnt Orange (647)

■■  Hayfield Bonus Super Chunky 

(100% acrylic, 100g/82m) 

1 ball of 

Yarn E Burnt Orange (647)

■■ A pair of 4mm needles

■■  A pair of 10mm needles

■■  Lockable stitch markers

■■   A stitch holder

■■  Toy filling 200g (to stuff the nose, 

tail and legs)

■■  Two 8mm domed half shank black 

buttons for pupils

■■  Black cotton thread and  

sewing needle

■■  A cylindrical bolster cushion pad 

41cm long x 15cm diameter (16x6in) 

for the body 

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists contact 

Sirdar on 01924 371501 or  

visit www.sirdar.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Crafty Critters 01179 41 5853, 

www.craftycritters.co.uk

■■  Wool and Crafts  

01455 238768 

www.woolandcrafts.co.uk

TENSION
DK yarn

22 sts and 28 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over st st  

using 4mm needles

Super chunky yarn

9 sts and 12 rows to measure 10x10cm 

(4x4in) over loop stitch  

using 10mm needles

ABBREVIATIONS
Loop stitch Knit into the stitch, but do 

not allow the original stitch to fall off 

the LH needle. Bring the yarn forward 

between the tips of the needles to the 

front. Stretch out your left thumb so 

that it is in front of the knitting and 

wrap the yarn around and under it 

keeping it relatively loose. Take the 

yarn back between the tips of the 

needles to the back keeping it 

wrapped around your thumb. Knit into 

the same stitch again on the LH needle 

and drop the original stitch off the LH 

needle. Take your thumb out of the 

loop. Insert the LH needle into the 

front of the two stitches on the RH 

needle and knit the 2 sts tog

For a full list see page 79

Your local yarn shop is full 

of inspiration and expertise. 

Visit in person, buy while 

you’re there, and help 

keep your yarn community 

thriving. Find your local yarn 

shop on page 72

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL YARN 

SHOP
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LION BODY (MAKE 1)
Start at the bottom end.

Cast on 11 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn A.

Row 1 (RS) Knit.

Row 2 and all foll WS rows Purl.

Row 3 K1, (kfb) 9 times, K1. [20 sts]

Row 5 K1, (kfb, K1) 9 times, K1. [29 sts]

Row 7 K1, (kfb, K2) 9 times, K1. [38 sts]

Row 9 K1, (kfb, K3) 9 times, K1. [47 sts]

Row 11 K1, (kfb, K4) 9 times, K1. [56 sts]

Row 13 K1, (kfb, K5) 9 times, K1. [65 sts]

Row 15 K1, (kfb, K6) 9 times, K1. [74 sts]

Row 17 K1, (kfb, K7) 9 times, K1. [83 sts]

Row 19 K1, (kfb, K8) 9 times, K1. [92 sts]

Row 21 K1, (kfb, K9) 9 times, K1. [101 sts]

Row 23 K1, (kfb, K10) 9 times, K1. [110 sts]

Row 25 K1, (kfb, K11) 9 times, K1. [119 sts]

Rows 26 to 138 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st and mark the sts 

at each end of Rows 26 and 138 as a guide for making up.

Row 139 K1, (k2tog, K11) 9 times, K1. [110 sts]

Row 141 K1, (k2tog, K10) 9 times, K1. [101 sts]

Row 143 K1, (k2tog, K9) 9 times, K1. [92 sts]

Row 145 K1, (k2tog, K8) 9 times, K1. [83 sts]

Row 147 K1, (k2tog, K7) 9 times, K1. [74 sts]

Row 149 K1, (k2tog, K6) 9 times, K1. [65 sts]

Row 151 K1, (k2tog, K5) 9 times, K1. [56 sts]

Row 153 K1, (k2tog, K4) 9 times, K1. [47 sts]

Row 155 K1, (k2tog, K3) 9 times, K1. [38 sts]

Row 157 K1, (k2tog, K2) 9 times, K1. [29 sts]

Row 159 K1, (k2tog, K1) 9 times, K1. [20 sts]

Row 161 K1, (k2tog) 9 times, K1. [11 sts]

Cast off purlwise.

LION MUZZLE (MAKE 1)
Start at the bottom edge.

*Cast on 8 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn B.

Row 1 (RS) Knit.

Row 2 Purl.

Row 3 K1, kfb, knit to last 2 sts, kfb, K1. [2 sts inc’d]

Rows 4 to 9 Rep Rows 2 and 3 another 3 times. [16 sts]

Rows 10 to 12 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st.

Break Yarn B*. Transfer the 16 sts onto a stitch holder for the first 

muzzle bottom bump. Rep from * to * above for the second muzzle 

bottom bump. Transfer the held 16 sts from the holder onto the 

same needle with the RS of both bump pieces facing you, 32 sts in 

total. Rejoin Yarn B and work across all 32 sts to join the top of the 

muzzle.

Row 13 (RS) K1, (k2tog, K11, ssk) twice, K1. [28 sts]

Row 14 Purl.

Row 15 K1, (k2tog, K9, ssk) twice, K1. [24 sts]

Row 16 Purl.

Row 17 K1, (k2tog, K7, ssk) twice, K1. [20 sts]

Break Yarn B and join Yarn C.

Row 18 and all foll WS rows Purl.

Row 19 K1, (k2tog, K5, ssk) twice, K1. [16 sts]

Row 21 K1, (k2tog, K3, ssk) twice, K1. [12 sts]

Row 23 K1, (k2tog, K1, ssk) twice, K1. [8 sts]

Row 25 (K2tog, ssk) twice. [4 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten.

LION EARS (MAKE 2)
Start at the back head edge.

Cast on 10 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn A.

Rows 1 and 2 Beg on a RS knit row work in st st.

Row 3 (RS) K1, kfb, K6, kfb, K1. [12 sts]

Rows 4 to 6 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st. 

Row 7 K1, k2tog, K6, ssk, K1. [10 sts]

Row 8 Purl.

Row 9 Rep Row 3. [12 sts]

Rows 10 to 12 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st.

Row 13 Rep Row 7. [10 sts]

Row 14 Purl.

Cast off.

LION LEGS (MAKE 4)
Start at the top body edge.

Cast on 14 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn A.

Rows 1 to 12 Beg on a RS knit row work in st st.

Row 13 (RS) (K1, kfb, K3, kfb, K1) twice. [18 sts]

Row 14 Purl.

Row 15 K1, (kfb, K4) 3 times, kfb, K1. [22 sts]

Rows 16 to 22 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st.

Row 23 K1, (k2tog, K4) twice, ssk, K4, ssk, K1. [18 sts]

Row 24 Purl.

Row 25 K1, k2tog, K3, k2tog, K2, ssk, K3, ssk, K1. [14 sts]

Row 26 Purl.

Row 27 (K1, k2tog) twice, K2, (ssk, K1) twice. [10 sts]

Break Yarn A and join Yarn B.

Row 28 Purl.

Row 29 K1, kfb, knit to last 2 sts, kfb, K1. [2 sts inc’d]

Rows 30 to 33 Rep Rows 28 and 29 twice more. [16 sts]

Rows 34 to 42 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st.

Row 43 K1, k2tog, K10, ssk, K1. [14 sts]

Break Yarn B and join Yarn A.

Rows 44 to 54 Beg on a WS purl row work in st st.

Cast off.
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LION EYES (MAKE 2)
Start at the outer edge.

Cast on 18 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn B, using the longtail 

cast on for a stretchy edge,

Row 1 (WS) Purl.

Row 2 (K2tog) 9 times. [9 sts] 

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten.

LION TAIL (MAKE 1)
Start at the body edge.

Cast on 13 sts using 4mm needles and Yarn A.

Rows 1 to 45 Beg on a RS knit row work in st st. 

Break Yarn A and join Yarn D.

Row 46 (WS) Purl.

Row 47 K1, (kfb, K1) 6 times. [19 sts]

Row 48 (P1, K1) 9 times, P1.

Row 49 (K1, P1) 9 times, K1.

Rows 50 to 53 Rep Rows 48 and 49 twice more.

Row 54 (P1, K1, p2tog) 4 times, P1, K1, P1. [15 sts]

Row 55 K1, (P1, k2tog) 4 times, P1, K1. [11 sts]

Row 56 (P1, K1) 5 times, P1.

Row 57 (K1, P1) 5 times, K1.

Row 58 (P2tog) 5 times, P1. [6 sts]

Break yarn and thread through rem sts. Pull tight to fasten.

LION MANE (MAKE 1)
Start at the bottom edge.

Cast on 5 sts using 10mm needles and Yarn E.

Row 1 (RS) (Loop stitch) 5 times.

Row 2 (WS) Knit.

Rows 3 to 52 Rep Rows 1 and 2 another 25 times.

Row 53 (Loop stitch) 5 times.

Cast off.

MAKING UP
Face Take the lion’s Body piece, gather the cast-off sts tog and sew 

tog the side edges from the cast-off edge to marked Row 138. This 

section is the lion’s face, note that the seam runs from the centre of 

the face to the chin. Add the features to the face now so that you 

can access the back of the knitted piece to secure any yarns or 

threads. Place the Muzzle piece over the front of the face, with the 

top of the Yarn C nose positioned 2cm above the gathered cast-off 

sts of the body, sew the Muzzle’s open side edges and cast-on 

edges onto the face, adding a little toy filling under the Muzzle as 

you sew to pad it out. 

Eyes For each Eye, sew the side edges tog to make a circle and sew 

a black button slightly off-centre for the pupil. Then use Yarn B to 

sew each Eye onto the face above the Muzzle, catching a stitch on 

the Eye’s cast-on edge to a stitch on the lion’s face all the way 

round. Use couching stitch embroidery with Yarn C to add the 

mouth and outer eyes, using the pictures as a guide. 

Body Wrap the knitted piece around the bolster cushion pad to 

enclose the pad inside the Body as you seam. Continue to sew the 

side edges tog from Row 138 to the cast-on end, lining up the 

marked rows and removing the markers. Gather the cast-on sts tog 

at the bottom end.

Mane Oversew the cast-on/off edges tog to make a ring shape, 

place over the front end of the Body, and with Yarn D sew the front 

side edge of the Mane onto the Body catching a knitted stitch on 

the Body to the chunky yarn on the Mane all the way round. Only 

the front edge of the Mane is sewn onto the Body.

Ears Fold each Ear in half matching up cast-on and off edges. Sew 

side edges tog and sew the cast-on/off edges onto top of the Body 

in front of Mane.

Tail Sew the side edges tog, lightly stuffing as you sew and sew the 

cast-on edge onto the back bottom end of the Body over the 

gathered cast-on sts.

Legs Fold each Leg in half matching up cast-on/off edges. Sew the 

side edges tog and lightly stuff only the paw ends of the Legs. Sew 

the cast-on/off edges of each Leg onto the bottom sides of the 

Body, with the Yarn B paw of each facing downwards. 

STEP-BY-STEP  KFB INCREASE 1 BY KNITTING INTO FRONT & BACK

1 Insert the tip of the right-hand needle 

into the front of the stitch and knit as 

normal, but don’t drop it from the 

left-hand needle.

2 Then take the right-hand needle 

behind the left-hand one and insert the 

tip of the needle down through the back 

of the stitch on the left-hand needle.

3 Wrap the yarn around the tip of  

the right-hand needle to knit the  

stitch. Bring the needle through to 

make the stitch, keeping it on the 

right-hand needle.

4 Take the stitch off the left-hand 

needle. You will have increased one 

stitch by knitting twice into the original 

stitch, first at the front, then at the back.
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CATCH UP  WITH OUR READER KNITS AND STORIES  over on  page 20

I join two edges stitch by stitch,

But I’m not sewn – that is the hitch.

I mimic rows already made,

A grafted path that will not fade. 

What am I?

Knitting RiddleKnitting Riddle

417258693

386947512

925361784

169573428

758124369

234896157

641789235

593412876

872635941

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28

30 31

TAKE A BREAK
Pop the kettle on and take a moment to relax  
with our puzzles this month – it’s just for fun!

ACROSS

1 Cut-out pattern used to make letters or  

 designs (7)

5 Infectious childhood illness (7)

9 West Yorkshire city (5)

10 Invisible stitch used to join knitting (8)

11 Bovine animal (3)

12 Book of maps (5)

13 Out of fashion (5)

14 French river (5)

16 Small test square of knitting (6)

18 Japanese horseradish (6)

19 Ancient object (5)

22 Horseback or bicycle passenger (5)

24 Young person (5)

26 Formal address for a gentleman (3)

27 Book of synonyms and antonyms (9)

29 Image taken with a camera (5)

30 Pudding (7)

31 Observer of an incident (7)

DOWN

1 Chooses (7)

2 Sound of Music flower (9)

3 --- del Sol, Spanish holiday  

 destination (5)

4 Probably (6)

5 Arithmetic (5)

6 Type of tree (3)

7 Old-style golf course, originating in  

 Scotland (5)

8 High-pitched scream or noise (7)

13 Might (5)

15 Glowing fragment from a fire (5)

17 Instrument used to look at stars (9)

18 Smooth, tightly spun yarn (7)

20 Eager to learn or know (7)

21 Puzzle made of interlocking pieces (6)

23 Sediment at the bottom of a drink (5)

24 Measure of diamond or gold purity (5)

25 Storage or distribution centre (5)

28 Lightly-hopped beer (3)

ISSUE 277 SOLUTIONS

Across 1 Stencil, 5 Measles, 9 Leeds, 10 Kitchener, 11 Cow, 12 Atlas, 13 
Passe, 14 Seine, 16 Swatch, 18 Wasabi, 19 Relic, 22 Rider, 24 Child, 26 
Sir, 27 Thesaurus, 29 Photo, 30 Dessert, 31 Witness. Down 1 Selects, 
2 Edelweiss, 3 Costa, 4 Likely, 5 Maths, 6 Ash, 7 Links, 8 Screech, 13 
Power, 15 Ember, 17 Telescope, 18 Worsted, 20 Curious, 21 Jigsaw, 23 
Dregs, 24 Carat, 25 Depot, 28 Ale.

Key word PICNIC  Riddle KITCHENER STITCH

IT’S SUDOKU TIME!

CHILL OUT WITH A CROSSWORD

FIND AND 

UNSCRAMBLE 

THE KEY  

WORD!

5

9 4 7 5

9 1 8

9 7 4 2

5 8 3 6

3 4 9 1

4 7 5

3 4 1 2

3
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MAKING
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LEARN TO KNIT
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FIND AN EVENT

There are over 500 yarn shops in our community of

independent retailers. Each one has a warm welcome and

offers you the personal service you’ve always loved.

You can chat about a project. Feel the quality of the yarn.

 ick up some useful advice. Join the shop’s craft group.

Invest in a stash for the future. And much, much more.

Before you start your next knitting or crochet project, or if you

need help with an existing one, visit ukhandknitting.com

to see what your yarn shops can offer you.
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MELLOW SUNSET
Lantern-shaped sleeves form just one of the lovely design highlights  

in this summer cardigan by Chloé Elizabeth Birch

SOFT DESIGNdetails!
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V-NECK CARDIGAN

TAKE ON A CHALLENGE

YOU WILL NEED
■■  DROPS Air (aran, 65% alpaca, 28% 

polyamide, 7% wool, 50g/150m) 

For yarn quantities and 

measurements see size table

■■ A pair of 4.5mm needles

■■  A 4.5mm circular needle at least 

100cm long 

■■ A pair of 5mm needles 

■■  A 5mm circular needle at least 

100cm long 

■■ 4 stitch markers

■■ 2 stitch holders 

TENSION
18 sts and 25 rows to 10x10cm (4x4in) 

over st st using 5mm needles

ABBREVIATIONS
Sl1p Slip 1 purlwise.

For a full list see page 79

WHERE TO BUY
■■  For yarn stockists visit DROPS 

at www.garnstudio.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Knit Bliss Yarns  

0333 050 3753 

www.knitblissyarns.co.uk

■■  Folklore Yarns 07939 439138, 

or www.folkloreyarns.com

V-NECK CARDIGAN
Note Cardigan is worked from the top down. 

NECK EDGE
Cast on 61 (63: 63: 65: 65: 67: 67: 67) sts using 5mm circular 

needles and Yarn A.

Foundation row (WS) P2, PM, P11, PM, P35 (37: 37: 39: 39: 41: 41:

41), PM, P11, PM, P2. 

This creates two fronts with 2 sts each and 2 sleeves with 11 sts 

each, with the remaining 35 (37: 37: 39: 39: 41: 41: 41) sts for back.

You will now increase at the front neck edge and either side of the 

raglan ‘seams’, which are denoted by markers. Different sizes need 

different rates of increases at the front neck edge, on the front and 

back raglan seam edges, and at the sleeve raglan seam edges. 

These different kinds of increases are worked as Inc Rows A, B, C, 

D, E and F. Ensure you read each section through before starting as 

some sections are only worked in certain sizes. Do not make any 

increases before the start of SECTION ONE.

Increase Row A Worked at front neck edges, and on the front and 

back raglan seam edges and at the sleeve seam edges on the RS as:

52 (55.5: 59.5: 65.5: 69.5: 75.5: 79.5: 85.5)cm

201/2 (213/4: 231/2: 253/4: 271/2: 293/4: 311/4: 333/4)in
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SIZING COLOUR KEY So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve colour-coded the sizing instructions. Simply follow our 

colour-coded measurements and you’re off

FIND YOUR SIZE

SIZE 4-6 8-10 12-14 16-18 20-22 24-26 28-30 32-34

TO FIT BUST
cm 71-76 81-86 91-97 102-107 112-117 122-127 132-137 142-147

in 28-30 32-34 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50 52-54 56-58

ACTUAL BUST
cm 104 110.5 119.5 130.5 139.5 150.5 159.5 170.5

in 41 431/2 47 511/2 55 591/4 623/4 671/4

LENGTH
cm 55 56.5 58.5 59.5 60.5 61.5 62.5 63.5

in 213/4 221/4 23 231/2 233/4 241/4 241/2 25

SLEEVE LENGTH
cm 33 33 34 34 34.5 34.5 35.5 35.5

in 13 13 131/4 131/4 131/2 131/2 14 14

YARN DROPS Air (aran, 50g/150m)

Yarn A Wheat (02) 6 6 7 8 8 9 10 10

Yarn B Blush (32) 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2

Yarn C Yellow (22) 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2

FRONTS & BACK
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Kfb, (K to 1 st before mrk, M1, K1, slSM, K1, M1) 4 times, K to last st, 

kfb. [10 sts inc’d]

Increase Row B Worked at front and back raglan seam edges and 

at the sleeve seam edges on the RS as: (K to 1 st before mrk, M1, K1, 

slSM, K1, M1) 4 times, K to end. [8 sts inc’d]

Increase Row C Worked at front and back raglan seam edges and 

at the sleeve seam edges on the WS as: (P to 1 st before mrk, M1p, 

P1, slSM, P1, M1p) 4 times, P to end. [8 sts inc’d]

Increase Row D Worked at front and back raglan seam edges only 

on the RS as: (K to 1 st before mrk, M1, K1, slSM, K to next mrk, 

slSM, M1) twice, K to end. [4 sts inc’d]

Increase Row E Worked at front and back raglan seam edges only 

on the WS as: (P to 1 st before mrk, M1p, P1, slSM, P to next mrk, 

slSM, M1p) twice, P to end. [4 sts inc’d]

Increase Row F Worked at front neck edges and at front and back 

raglan seam edges on the RS as: Kfb, (K to 1 st before mrk, M1, K1, 

slSM, K to next mrk, slSM, M1) twice, K to last st, kfb. [6 sts inc’d]

SECTION ONE
ALL SIZES
Work Inc Row B once. [8 sts inc’d]

Next row P to end, slipping mrks.

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Next row P to end, slipping mrks.

Rep last 4 rows another 8 (9: 11: 11: 11: 10: 9: 7) times. 

[223 (243: 279: 281: 281: 265: 247: 211) sts; 29 (32: 38: 38: 38: 35:

32: 26) sts per front, 47 (51: 59: 59: 59: 55: 51: 43) sts per sleeve, 71 

(77: 85: 87: 87: 85: 81: 73) sts for back]

SECTION TWO
SIZES 20-22, 24-26 AND 28-30 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row B once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Rep last 4 rows another - (-: -: -: 1: 2: 4: -) times.

[- (-: -: -: 349: 367: 417: -) sts; - (-: -: -: 48: 50: 57: -) sts per front, - (-: -:

-: 75: 79: 91: -) sts per Sleeve, - (-: -: -: 103: 109: 121: -) sts for back]

SECTION THREE
SIZE 32-34 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Next row P to end, slipping mrks.

Work Inc Row B once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row B once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Rep last 4 rows another 5 times.

Work Inc Row F once. [6 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row D once. [4 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

[459 sts; 65 sts per front, 97 sts per sleeve, 135 sts for back]

SECTION FOUR
SIZES 4-6 AND 8-10 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Next row P to end, slipping mrks.

Rep last 2 rows another 5 times.

[283 (303: -: -: -: -: -: -) sts; 41 (44: -: -: -: -: -: -) sts per front, 59 (63: -:

-: -: -: -: -) sts per sleeve, 83 (89: -: -: -: -: -: -) sts for back]

SECTION FIVE
SIZE 12-14 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Next row P to end, slipping mrks.

Rep last 2 rows once more.

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

[331 sts; 48 sts per front, 69 sts per sleeve, 97 sts for back]

SECTION SIX
SIZE 16-18 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Rep last 2 rows another 3 times.

Work Inc Row F once. [6 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

[363 sts; 53 sts per front, 75 sts per sleeve, 107 sts for back]

SECTION SEVEN
SIZE 20-22 ONLY
Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]
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V-NECK CARDIGAN

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row F once. [6 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

[391 sts; 57 sts per front, 81 sts per sleeve, 115 sts for back]

SECTION EIGHT
SIZE 24-26 ONLY

Work Inc Row A once. [10 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row C once. [8 sts inc’d]

Rep last 2 rows once more.

Work Inc Row F once. [6 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

Rep last 2 rows once more.

[423 sts; 62 sts per front, 87 sts per sleeve, 125 sts for back]

SECTION NINE
SIZES 28-30 AND 32-34 ONLY

Work Inc Row F once. [6 sts inc’d]

Work Inc Row E once. [4 sts inc’d]

Rep last 2 rows another - (-: -: -: -: -: 2: 1) times.

[- (-: -: -: -: -: 447: 479) sts; - (-: -: -: -: -: 66: 71) sts per front, - (-: -: -: -: -:

91: 97) sts per sleeve, - (-: -: -: -: -: 133: 143) sts for back]

ALL SIZES

SEPARATE BODY AND SLEEVES
Next row (RS) (K to mrk, remove mrk, slip next 59 (63: 69: 75: 81:

87: 91: 97) sleeve sts onto a holder, remove mrk, cast on 7 sts) 

twice, K to end. [179 (191: 207: 227: 243: 263: 279: 299) sts]

Place a mrk at each end of last row to mark beg of body. 

Rows 1 to 8 Work 8 rows in st st beginning with a WS purl row. 

Break Yarn A and join in Yarn B.

Rows 9 and 10 Knit. 

Break Yarn B and join in Yarn A.

Row 11 (WS) Using Yarn A, P1, (sl1p wyif, P1) to end. 

Rows 12 to 15 Work in st st.

Join in Yarn B. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused yarns up the 

side of the work. 

Row 16 (RS) Using Yarn B, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 17 Knit. 

Rows 18 and 19 Using Yarn A, knit. 

Rows 20 to 23 As Rows 16 to 19. 

Break Yarn B.

Rows 24 to 27 Using Yarn A, work in st st.

Join in Yarn C. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused yarns up the 

side of the work.

Row 28 (RS) Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 29 Knit. 

Rows 30 and 31 Using Yarn A, knit. 

Row 32 Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 33 Knit. 

Break Yarn C.

Row 34 Using Yarn A, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Rows 35 to 39 Work in st st.

Join in Yarn B. 

Row 40 (RS) Using Yarn B, (work sl2p) 1 (1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0: 1) time, K1, 

(sl2p, kfbf, sl2p, K1) to last 2 sts, sl2p. 

[237 (253: 275: 301: 323: 349: 371: 397) sts]

Row 41: Sl2p wyif, P1, (sl2p wyif, p3tog, sl2p wyif, P1) to last 2 (2: 0:

2: 0: 2: 0: 2) sts, (work sl2p) 1 (1: 0: 1: 0: 1: 0: 1) time. 

[179 (191: 207: 227: 243: 263: 279: 299) sts]

Break Yarn B.

Rows 42 to 45 Using Yarn A, work in st st. 

Join in Yarn C. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused yarns up the 

side of the work.

Row 46 (RS) Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 47 Knit. 

Rows 48 and 49 Using Yarn A, knit. 

Row 50 Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 51 Knit. 

Break Yarn C.

Row 52 Using Yarn A, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Rows 53 to 57 Work in st st. 

Join in Yarn B. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused yarns up the 

side of the work.

Row 58 (RS) Using Yarn B, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 59 Knit. 

Rows 60 and 61 Using Yarn A, knit. 

Rows 62 to 65 As Rows 58 to 61.

Break Yarn B.

Using Yarn A, work 5 rows in st st, beginning with a RS knit row.  

HEM

Change to 4.5mm circular needles. 

Using Yarn C, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn A, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn B, knit 2 rows. 

Using Yarn C, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn A, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn B, knit 1 row.

1 Insert the point of the right-hand 

needle through the loops of the next 

two stitches as if to knit.

2 Wind the yarn round the tip of the 

right-hand needle and pull the yarn 

through the two stitches, knitting them 

both together.

3 Drop the two stitches from the 

left-hand needle and keep the new 

stitch on the right-hand needle.

4 Knitting two stitches together 

decreases your stitch count by one, 

and the decrease stitch leans to the 

righ t. This is how a series of k2tog 

decreases will look.

STEP-BY-STEP  K2TOG KNIT TWO STITCHES TOGETHER
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Rep last 2 rows once more. 

Cast off knitwise using Yarn A.

SLEEVES (BOTH ALIKE) 
Cast on 4 sts using 5mm needles and Yarn A, knit across 59 (63:

69: 75: 81: 87: 91: 97) sts left on holder for one sleeve, cast on 4 sts. 

[67 (71: 77: 83: 89: 95: 99: 105) sts]

Work 65 (65: 67: 67: 69: 69: 71: 71) rows in st st, beginning with a 

purl row. 

COLOURWORK SECTION

Join in Yarn C. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused sts up the 

side of the work. 

Row 1 (RS) Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 2 Knit. 

Rows 3 and 4 Using Yarn A, work in st st. 

Row 5 Using Yarn C, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 6 Knit. 

Break Yarn C.

Row 7 Using Yarn A, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Rows 8 to 10 Work in st st. 

Join in Yarn B. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused sts up the 

side of the work.

Row 11 (RS) Using Yarn B, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 12 Knit. 

Rows 13 and 14 Using Yarn A work in st st. 

Row 15 Using Yarn B, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Row 16 Knit. 

Break Yarn B.

Row 17 Using Yarn A, K1, (sl1p, K1) to end. 

Rows 18 to 20 Work in st st. 

Join in Yarn C. Do not break Yarn A, but carry unused sts up the 

side of the work. 

Rows 21 to 27 As Rows 1 to 7. 

Break Yarn C.

Using Yarn A, work 7 rows in st st beginning with a WS purl row. 

SIZES 4-6 TO 16-18 ONLY

Dec row (RS) K1 (2: 2: 2: -: -: -: -), (k2tog, K1) to end.

SIZES 20-22 TO 32-34 ONLY

Dec row (RS) K- (-: -: -: 3: 0: 3: 0), (K1, k3tog, K1) to last - (-: -: -: 1: 0:

1: 0) sts, K- (-: -: -: 1: 0: 1: 0).

ALL SIZES

[45 (48: 52: 56: 55: 57: 61: 63) sts] 

CUFF

Change to 4.5mm needles. 

Using Yarn C, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn A, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn B, knit 2 rows. 

Using Yarn C, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn A, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn B, knit 1 row.

Rep last 2 rows once more. 

Cast off knitwise using Yarn A.

BORDER
With RS facing using 4.5mm circular needles and Yarn A, beginning 

at right front hem, pick up and knit 58 sts evenly up to mrk, 38 (41:

44: 45: 48: 50: 51: 53) sts up right front neckline to raglan cast on, 

61 (63: 63: 65: 65: 67: 67: 67) sts along cast-on edge (picking up 

and knitting 1 st per cast-on st), 38 (41: 44: 45: 48: 50: 51: 53) sts 

down left front to mrk, and 58 sts down to left front cast-off edge. 

[253 (261: 267: 271: 277: 283: 285: 289) sts]

Using Yarn C, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn A, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn B, knit 2 rows. 

Using Yarn C, knit 2 rows.

Using Yarn A, knit 1 row. 

Using Yarn B, knit 1 row.

Rep last 2 rows once more. 

Cast off knitwise using Yarn A.

MAKING UP
Join underarm seams. Weave in ends and block gently to 

measurements, following any yarn care instructions on the ball 

band. 
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If you’re new to knitting, or just need a little 

refresher, our knitting guide is here to make  

sure you get it right first time, every time

CABLE CAST-ON METHOD Use for a firm edge and when adding stitches to your work

Make a slip knot. Insert right‑hand needle 

into the stitch as if to knit. Wrap the 

yarn around the point and pull through, 

slipping the stitch on to the left‑hand needle. 

Push the point of the right‑hand needle 

between the first and second stitches. Wrap 

the yarn anti‑clockwise around the point of 

the right‑hand needle.

Pull the loop out with the right‑hand needle, 

then slip it over the tip of the left‑hand 

needle. Repeat Steps 2 and 3 until you have 

the number of stitches you require.

1 2 3

Make a slip knot and place it 

on a needle, leaving a long tail. 

The tail length depends on the 

number of stitches you wish to 

cast on. Try a length about 3 

times the width of the project. 

Hold the tail in your left hand 

with your thumb sticking up. 

Make a circle anti‑clockwise with 

your thumb. You should end up 

with a cross on the front of  

your thumb.

Push the needle tip along the 

outside of your thumb so it 

passes through the loop. Wrap 

the working yarn as if to knit.

Draw the yarn through the 

thumb loop and then between 

the arms of the cross. Slip your 

thumb out and pull to tighten the 

stitch. Repeat from Step 2.

THUMB CAST-ON METHOD A great all rounder, use it to cast on quickly and easily

1 2 3 4

Hold the needle with the stitches 

on it in your left hand. Keeping 

the yarn in your right hand and 

at the back of your work, insert 

the point of the right‑hand 

needle up into the front loop of 

the first stitch, as shown.

Now wind the yarn anti‑

clockwise around the point of 

the right‑hand needle using your 

index finger. It’s important to 

keep the yarn in your right hand 

relatively taut to maintain an 

even tension as you go.

Bring the right‑hand needle 

down through the loop, making 

sure that you catch the yarn you 

wound around the needle. This 

creates the stitch. Don’t pull the 

free yarn too tightly, let out  

some slack.

Push the point of the right needle 

further through the stitch you 

created, then gently pull the right 

needle up and to your left, taking 

the original loop with it. You’ve 

created one knit stitch. Repeat 

Steps 1 to 4 across the row.

KNIT Follow our simple steps to make the most important stitch you’ll learn

1 2 3 4

FOR TIPS AND TUTORIALS! 

Scan this QR code with your phone 

or tablet camera or via a QR code 

reader app.

SCAN HERE…
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Start by knitting the first 

two stitches of the row as 

normal, but don’t go any further 

along as you usually would.

Insert the left‑hand needle 

through the first stitch, as 

shown. Lift this stitch over  

the other stitch on the right‑hand 

needle and over the needle point.

Knit another stitch so you have 

two on the right needle. Lift the 

first stitch over the second, then 

repeat Steps 1 to 3.

When you get to the last stitch, 

cut the yarn about 15cm (6in) 

away, feed it through the loop 

and pull through firmly to  

fasten off.

CAST OFF Finish off your knitting with this straightforward cast‑off technique

1 2 3 4

PURL To make purl stitches, just reverse the action of plain knit stitches

Holding the needle with all the 

stitches on in your left hand, and 

ensuring that the yarn is at the 

front of your work, insert the 

right‑hand needle up through 

the front loop of your first stitch 

as shown.

Wind the yarn around the tip 

of the right‑hand needle from 

right to left, in an anti‑clockwise 

motion, constantly keeping a 

slight tension on the yarn.

Now slip the right‑hand needle 

back through the stitch, ensuring 

that you catch the yarn that 

you’ve already wound around the 

needle. This creates a stitch on 

your right‑hand needle.

Pushing the point of the right‑

hand needle a little further 

through the stitch, pull the 

original loop up and off the left‑

hand needle. That’s your first 

purl stitch! Repeat Steps 1 to 4 

across the row.

1 2 3 4

 14 2mm 0

 13 2.25mm 1

 – 2.5mm –

 12 2.75mm 2

 11 3mm –

 10 3.25mm 3

 – 3.5mm 4

 9 3.75mm 5

 8 4mm 6

 7 4.5mm 7

 6 5mm 8

 5 5.5mm 9

 4 6mm 10

 3 6.5mm 10½

 2 7mm –

 1 7.5mm –

 0 8mm 11

 00 9mm 13

 000 10mm 15

 – 12mm 17

 – 15mm 19

 – 20mm 36

 – 25mm 50

 UK METRIC US

Needle sizes
alt alternate
approx  approximately
beg  beginning
b&t (break and tighten) break 

off the yarn and thread the 
end through the st(s) left on 
the needle. Pull the end of 
the yarn to tighten the st(s) 
together

cn cable needle
cont continue
dec  decrease(ing) (by working 

two stitches together)
DK double knitting 
DPNs double-pointed needles
foll/s following/follows
g st garter stitch (knit every row)
inc increase (usually knit into 

same stitch twice)
K/k knit
kbfb  knit into the back, front and 

back of the next st [inc 2 sts]
kfb knit into front and back of 

stitch
kwise  knitwise; by knitting the stitch
k2tog  knit the next two stitches 

together
k(1)tbl knit (1) into back loop
LH left hand
meas measure(s) 
M1 make one stitch by knitting 

into back of loop between two 
stitches 

M1L  (left leaning increase) with left 
needle tip, lift strand between 
needles from front to back. 
Knit lifted loop through back 
of loop 

M1R  (right leaning increase) with 
left needle tip, lift strand 

between needles from back 
to front. Knit lifted loop 
through front of loop

M1P  make one purlwise by purling 
into back of loop between two 
stitches (increase 1 stitch)

MB make a bobble
mrk marker
P/p purl
patt(s) pattern(s)
PB place bead
pfb purl into front and back of 

stitch
PM place marker
P2tog  purl 2 stitches together (1 

stitch decreased)
P3tog  purl 3 stitches together (2 

stitches decreased)
prev previous
psso  pass slipped stitch(es) over
p(1)tbl purl (1) into back of the loop
pwise  (purlwise) by purling the stitch
rem remain/remaining
rep(s) repeat(s)
rev st st reverse stocking stitch
RH right hand
rib2tog  either k2tog or p2tog 

dep on what next stitch 
in ribbing should be  
(keeps ribbing looking  
neat on buttonholes)

rnd(s)  round(s) (on a circular 
needle/DPNs)

RS right side
s2kpo slip 2 stitches, K1, pass both 
                     slipped stitches over (2 
stitches 
                     decreased)
skpo  slip 1 stitch, knit 1 stitch, pass 

slipped stitch over (1 stitch 

decreased)
sk2po  slip 1 stitch, knit 2 stitches 

together, pass slipped stitch 
over (2 stitches decreased)

sl slip
sl st slip stitch
SM stitch marker
ssk slip 2 stitches one at a 

time, knit 2 slipped stitches 
together  
(1 stitch decreased)    

ssp slip 2 stitches one at a 
time, purl 2 slipped stitches 
together through back loops 
(1 stitch decreased)

st(s) stitch(es)
st st stocking stitch
tbl through the back of the loop
tog together
w&t  (wrap and turn) take the yarn 

to the opposite side of the 
work between the needles, 
slip the next st to the right-
hand needle, take the yarn 
back to the other side of the 
work between the needles, 
slip the stitch back to the left-
hand needle.

WS wrong side
wyib with yarn in back
wyif with yarn in front
ybk yarn to the back
yfwd yarn forward
yo yarn over 
yrn yarn round needle
yon yarn over needle
* work instructions immediately 

following *, then repeat as 
directed

ABBREVIATIONS AND USEFUL INFO
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•  FOLDED TILES  tank top
• STRAWBERRY tablet cover
•  ARAN PANEL men’s tank top
• SNAKES & LADDERS KAL pt2
•  SILLY GOOSE kids’ tank top
• PALM TREE kids’ jumper
•  SCOOP  NECK eyelet jumper
• PIZZA SLICE cushion
•  PREPPY STRIPED vest
•  AND SO MUCH MORE…
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MEET THE TEAM 

“It would have to be 
lots of stitch markers, 

as I’m aways losing them, needles 
for Kitchener stitch and a bit of 
waste yarn so I can knit sock heels.”

Kirstie McLeod
Editor

Cory Sydee 
Technical Editor
“Stitch markers, 
measuring tape and 

a tapestry needle. I always have 
scissors with me too, but I could 
break the yarn if I had to!”

WHICH THREE TOOLS OR NOTIONS ARE  
NON-NEGOTIABLE IN YOUR PROJECT BAG?

Sophie Jordan 
Deputy Editor

“My tiny, sharp 
scissors, a small 

crochet hook for dropped stitches, 
and my badger measuring tape!”

Jen Bartlett
Technical Editor

“A set of tapesty 
needles, a small 

retractable measuring tape and  
my set of circular knitting needles.”VINTAGE-INSPIRED!

GIFT 

IDEAS

Great

Cast on this wheely 
cute kids ’ toy for  

your favourite  
little trumpeter!

ELEPHANT

PULL-ALONG

Top knits 
for the new 

season!
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NARROW SCARF

Explore wicker stitch with this cute  
little accessory by Sarah Winsper

NARROW SCARF
Note This mini scarf has straight edges and an all-over pattern.  

Two-stitch cables are worked without a cable needle to create the 

criss-cross wicker stitch.

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

YOU WILL NEED
■■  Fyberspates Scrumptious 4ply 

(55% Merino wool, 45% silk, 

100g/365m) 

1 skein of Jade (327)

■■ A pair of 2.5mm needles

■■ A pair of 3.5mm needles

TENSION
41 sts and 31 rows to measure 

10x10cm (4x4in) over wicker stitch 

using 3.5mm needles

MEASUREMENTS
7cm (2.75in) width  

x 157cm (62in) length 

ABBREVIATIONS
C2F (RS) Ktbl of second st on left 

needle, knit through front loop of first 

WHERE TO BUY

■■  For yarn stockists contact 

Fyberspates on 07546 948 

378 or www.fyberspates.com

OR YOU COULD TRY…

■■  Woolstack  

www.woolstack.co.uk

■■  Wool 01225 469144,  

www.woolbath.co.uk

Turn to  page 72

SHOP SMART
SHOP  LOCAL!

st on left needle, drop both sts tog

C2B (WS) Purl second st on left 

needle, purl first st on left needle, drop 

both sts tog

For a full list see page 79

MINI 
MAKE

STITCH

month

of the 

SCARF
Cast on 29 sts using 2.5mm needles.

Rib Row 1 (RS) *K1, P1; rep from * to last st, K1.

Rib Row 2 (WS) *P1, K1; rep from * to last st, P1.

Rep Rib Rows 1 and 2 once more.

Change to 3.5mm needles.

Work in wicker stitch patt as follows:

Row 1 (RS) Sl1wyib, *C2F; rep from * to end.

Row 2 (WS) Sl1wyif, *C2B; rep from * to end.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 until Tie meas 160cm from cast-on edge or 

desired length.

Change to 2.5mm needles.

Work Rib Rows 1 and 2 twice.

Cast off.

MAKING UP
Fold ribbed bands at each end of Tie to back and sew in place. 

Weave in ends and block gently to measurements, following any 

yarn care instructions on the ball band. 
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MISSED AN ISSUE?
Catch up on what you’ve missed in Simply Knitting by downloading  

a recent issue or rediscover one of our earlier issues

ISSUE 276

MAY
 

 

 

 Lace and stripes jumper 
 

 

 

 Bobble bag 
 

 

 

 Kids’ tractor 
jumper 

 

 

 Men’s striped 
jumper 

 

 

    Plant pot cosy 
 

 

 

Caterpillar stacker 
 

 

 

 Baby 
bootees 

 

 

 

 Rowan border 
cardigan 

 

 

 

 Discovery baby 
blanket 

 

 

 

 Mock cable  
cowl 

 

 

 

 Ribbed baby hat  
 

 

 

 All-over lace jumper 
 

 

 

  
Faux fur cushion 
PLUS Pattern book packed 
with fun sock knits

BUY IT NOW!
RETURN TO THE 

APP TO BUY BACK ISSUES

ISSUE 272

JANUARY
 

 

 

 Cable cardigan 
 

 

Winter sunset scarf 
 

 

 

Brianna Bear jumper 
 

 

 

Russet men’s jumper 
 

 

 

 Sleepy owl  
 

 

 

 Quick-
knit cardigan 

 

 

 

 Moon 
landing tea cosy 

 

 

 

 Lace 
panel kids’ jumper 

 

 

 

House tablet cover 
 

 

Leaf jumper PLUS Winter 
accessories book packed 
with seasonal patterns

ISSUE 273

FEBRUARY
Colourwork jumper 

 

 

 

Tatty Teddy kids’ jumper 
 

 

 

 Men’s yoked cardigan 
 

 

 

 Copyright-free mug 
hug 

 

 

 

 Rusty the Fox 
 

 

 

Colourwork cushion 
 

 

 

Rustic kids’ jumper 
 

 

 

Heart scarf 
 

 

 

 Patchwork 
blanket 

 

 

 Lace-sleeved 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Cable and lace 
hat 

 

 

 

 PLUS Colourwork 
creations pattern book 

ISSUE 274 

MARCH
 

 

 

 Ceramic blues jacket 
 

 

 

 Cowboy cowl and 
hat set 

 

 

 

 Kids’ flower 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Men’s cable 
cardi 

 

 

 

 Tooth fairy doll 
 

 

 

 Sock yarn scrunchies 
 

 

 

 Ruffles and bows 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Kids’ hoodie 
 

 

 

 Dragon pencil case 
 

 

 

Colourwork cardi 
 

 

 

  
PLUS Mother’s Day gifts 
pattern book

ISSUE 275 

APRIL
 

 

 

 Chunky cardigan 
 

 

 

Colourwork bag 
 

 

 

 Kids’ 
bunny jumper 

 

 

 

 Men’s 
twist-stitch jumper 

 

 

 

   

Tweed jumper 
 

 

 

 Bedtime 
bear 

 

 

 

 Kids’ jacket 
 

 

 

Sunflower coaster 
 

 

 

Floral cushion 
 

 

 

 Whale 
 

 

 

 Wristwarmers 
 

 

 

Cable jumper PLUS 
Spring Knits and Stitch 
Guide books
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RETURN TO THE APP FOR EARLIER BACK ISSUES

ISSUE 264

JUNE
 

 

 

 Lace-sleeved jumper 
 

 

 

 Checked wrap 
 

 

 

 Kids’ 
bobble jumper 

 

 

 

 Mice 
playset 

 

 

 

 Homewares 
knit-along 

 

 

 

 Lace baby 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Rowan Fair 
Isle jumper 

 

 

 

 Blue-
footed booby tea cosy 

 

 

 

 Rainbow beret 
 

 

 

Dropped-stitch jumper 
 

 

 

 Coin purse 
 

 

 

 PLUS 
homewares pattern book

 

Rowan cardigan

Super soft  

for summer!

Quick & easy tank

SimplySimply

INSPIRATION   ADVICE  SHOPPING  

328
NEW KNITS

& fab ideas
inside

Perfect

THE UK'S BEST-SELLING

 KNITTING MAGAZINE
k

UK only. T&Cs apply

EXCLUSIVE YARN 

& TOOLS MEGA 

PRIZE!

WIN!

Patterns!

EXPERT ADVICE: KNITTING FLAT VS IN THE ROUND?

Ombré lace 

shawl

Kids' 
camping set!

Floral Lace
kids' jumper

ISSUE 265

KNIT IN SIZES
6-32

ISSUE 265

JULY
 

 

 

 Striped top 
 

 

 

 Lace 
shawl 

 

 

 

 Kids’ lace jumper
 

 

 

 Simple headband 
 

 

 

Homewares knit-along 
 

 

 

Cotton cable cardigan  
 

 

 

 Camping playset
 

 

 

 Odd socks 
 

 

 

 Eyelet 
tank top 

 

 

 

 Kids’ poncho
 

 

 

 Fluffy cardigan
PLUS 20-page 
Handmade For Men 
pattern collection

ISSUE 266

AUGUST
 

 

 

 Lace T-shirt 
 

 

 

Slipped-stitch socks 
 

 

Diamond kids’ jumper 
 

 

 

Men’s nautical jumper 
 

 

 

Cosy cottage knit-along 
 

 

 

 Seaside mobile 
 

 

 

Mosaic stitch tee 
 

 

 Fair 
Isle honey bee cushion 

 

 

 

Cute kitten pair 
 

 

 

 Rowan 
raglan sleeve jumper 
PLUS 20-page Holiday 
Knits pattern collection 

ISSUE 267

SEPTEMBER
 

 

 

 Top-down T-shirt 
 

 

 

 Odd socks 
 

 

 Kids’ 
train tank top 

 

 

 

 Men’s 
gilet 

 

 

 

 Mermaid doll 
 

 

 

 Cottage homewares 
knit-along 

 

 

 

 Open-front 
flared cardigan 

 

 

 

 Kids’ 
cable tank top 

 

 

 

 Flower 
garland 

 

 

 

 Daisy cosy set 
 

 

 

 Checked waistcoat 
PLUS 90th anniversary 
King Cole collection

ISSUE 268

OCTOBER 
 

 

 Cotton cable jumper 
 

 

 

 Odd socks 
 

 

 Kids’ 
puffin jumper 

 

 

 

 Men’s 
striped jumper 

 

 

 Baby 
hat 

 

 

 Folded ovals 
waistcoat 

 

 

 

 Sawyer 
Scarecrow 

 

 

 

 Mug hug 
 

 

 

Kids’ Halloween slippers 
 

 

 

 Sloth plant holder 
 

 

 

V-neck tank top 
 

 

 

 Lace 
cowl 

 

 

 

 PLUS Totally Toy 
Knits pattern collection

ISSUE 269

NOVEMBER 
 

 

 Colourblock jumper 
 

 

 Seed stitch satchel 
 

 

 

Baby dress & cardigan 
set 

 

 

 Kids’ Santa hat 
 

 

Men’s checked jumper 
 

 

 

 Elf teddy 
 

 

 

 Snowman 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Kids’ festive 
cardigan 

 

 

 

 Fox scarf 
 

 

 

Lace and stripes jumper  
PLUS Christmas 
Decorations & Festive 
Gifts pattern books

ISSUE 270

DECEMBER 
 

 

 Holly jumper 
 

 

 Mini 
decorations 

 

 

 

 Tatty 
Teddy jumper 

 

 

 

 Men’s 
tweed cardi 

 

 

 Penguin 
trio 

 

 

 Snowman ear 
bud case cover 

 

 

 

 Rudolf 
pyjama case 

 

 

 

 Penguin 
jumper and hat set 

 

 

 

 Elf 
Christmas sack 

 

 

 

 Fair 
Isle jumper 

 

 

 

 Loop stitch 
tinsel PLUS Furry Friends 
animal pattern collection

ISSUE 271

CHRISTMAS 
 

 

 Lace jumper 
 

 

 Circle 
scarf 

 

 

 

 Kids’ strawberry 
jumper 

 

 

 

 New Year’s 
Eve tea cosy 

 

 

 Festive 
cushions 

 

 

 Cottage jam 
jar covers 

 

 

 

 Textured 
tunic 

 

 

 

  Guitar toy 
 

 

 

Santa door stop 
 

 

 

 Kids’ 
tweed jumper 

 

 

 

 Tie-back 
jumper 

 

 

 

 Pixie bonnet 
 

 

 

 Scheepjes prize draw, 
reader knits & more


